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4 January 2022  
 

Dear Families,  
 

May I begin by wishing you all a very happy New Year; I hope you have enjoyed the Christmas break 
and have been able to spend some time doing the things you most enjoy.   
  
I am delighted to be writing to you as the new Headteacher of The Misbourne; when I visited for the 
first time back in September 2021, I was struck by the warm, calm and caring environment here.  That 
sense has only grown as I have met Trustees, staff and students – I know that I am becoming part of a 
highly-successful, well-run and ambitious school.  We have a wonderful team of committed staff who 
are constantly striving to achieve the best possible outcomes for all our students, creating the most 
positive experience of learning and school life for every young person.   Education is not only about 
giving students the chance to achieve excellent academic outcomes – something at which 
The Misbourne excels – but also about encouraging them to take chances, develop as individuals 
and have a wide range of experiential opportunities, giving them the broadest possible chance 
to challenge themselves.  

  
I am very much looking forward to meeting all of our students and their families in the coming weeks 
and months, working with you all to continue to make your child’s time at The Misbourne as rich and 
rewarding as possible.  
  
Please do take a few moments to review the updated guidance at the end of this letter 
regarding students’ return to school, and to discuss this with your child(ren).  

  
Yours faithfully,  
  

  

  
Mr R. Peters  
Headteacher  
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Appendix 1: Covid protocols update  

  
Staggered start/on-site testing  
We are pleased that on-site LFD testing today (Tuesday) has proceeded smoothly, and look forward 
to Years 7, 11, 12 and 13 returning for normal registration and lessons tomorrow (Wednesday).  On-
site testing for Years 8-10 will occur tomorrow (Wednesday), with those students returning to school 
on Thursday for normal lessons.  A reminder of the schedule for return can be found here.  

  
Remote learning  
Although we hope to avoid it, should the school need to send students home for remote (online) 
learning due to changing circumstances in the community or significant staff absence, we need an up-
to-date picture of students who do not have access to stable internet or a device at home.  Please 
update us using the form found here, which also covers mask exemptions (see below).  

  
Making the Grade evenings  
For the duration of January, we will be moving the evening ‘Making the Grade’ events online – further 
information about these events will be provided in advance to families of students in Year 12 and Year 
10.  

  
Updates on Covid guidance  
As you may know, the government released some updated information to schools on Sunday morning, 
and the key areas that are impacted are detailed below:  

  
• Face masks are now recommended in classrooms at secondary schools. We will be following 
this recommendation. As such, students should now wear an appropriate mask when in 
classrooms and when moving around school in communal areas. The government will review this 
recommendation on 26 January, at which point we will re-assess what we do. Students’ response 
to face masks last year was very good and I anticipate they will approach this reintroduction with 
the same level of maturity. We ask for your help in ensuring your son/daughter has a 
mask (preferably a re-usable mask to minimise environmental impact) to bring to school every 
day.  Bringing two clean masks per day and a sealable plastic bag for their storage would be 
ideal.  We do have supplies of disposable masks should students arrive without them.  If your 
child is exempt from wearing a mask, please let us know using this form.  
• Twice weekly Lateral Flow Device (LFD) testing at home is recommended. Results should 
ideally be submitted to NHS Test and Trace here. We recommend that, following this week’s on-
site testing, students test each Sunday and Wednesday evening.  Testing kits will continue to be 
made available through school.  
• Even if a student has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 90 days, they are strongly 
encouraged to take part in LFD testing once they have completed their isolation period for their 
prior infection. This is a change to the guidance in place earlier in the pandemic.  

http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/
https://misbourne.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/January-2022-start-of-term-arrangements.pdf?t=1639150791
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ir0FvGDHCk6u9f1Tl4tASCsPHy_hSP9Bq2qqKdAnn3NUMFdOMk1WS0ZPQzI1U0pTMVg2QVhGNzc4SS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ir0FvGDHCk6u9f1Tl4tASCsPHy_hSP9Bq2qqKdAnn3NUMFdOMk1WS0ZPQzI1U0pTMVg2QVhGNzc4SS4u
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=2%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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• The rules around isolation have changed slightly, and are summarised in our flowchart 
(attached). The 10-day isolation period from the point of developing symptoms or receiving a 
positive test result (if asymptomatic) remains in place. However, this may be reduced to 7 days’ 
isolation in the following cases:   

o LFT tests taken 24 hours apart (with the first test taken not earlier than day 6) both 
return negative results; and   
o The person does not have any COVID-19 symptoms; and   
o The person continues to undertake daily LFD tests for the remainder of the 10-
day period. The test should be taken in the morning before attending school. For example, 
if the first LFD test was taken on the sixth day, and the second LFD test was taken on the 
seventh day, he/she should continue to take LFD tests on day 8, 9 and 10. If the first LFD 
test was taken on the seventh day and the second LFD test was taken on the eighth day, 
he/she should continue to take LFD tests on day 9 and 10. And   
o The LFD test results continue to be negative (if any of these LFD test results are 
positive the person should isolate and should wait 24 hours before taking the next LFD 
test).  

If a person is unable to take LFD tests, he/she should complete the 10-day isolation.   
• Those who are identified as close contacts of a confirmed positive case should continue to 
attend school if:   

o They are under 18 years and 6 months, or they are fully vaccinated; and   
o They do not have any symptoms of COVID-19; and   
o They take an LFD test each day for 7 days and test negative each time. If symptoms 
develop and/or a positive test result is returned, a PCR test should be taken and the 
person should isolate until the result is known.   

• Vaccinations are available to all people aged 12 years and above. The government is 
recommending these as the best weapon against the virus. It has stated: ‘Vaccination reduces the 
likelihood of infection, helps break chains of transmission and is safe and effective – so we 
encourage all those eligible to consider taking up the offer.’   The booking system and information 
about vaccinations can be found here.   

  
Please continue to report student absence as usual by emailing attendance@themisbourne.co.uk or 
contacting the student absence line on 01494 867843 and mentioning if the absence is caused by a 
positive COVID-19 test or symptoms.  
 
Please refer to Appendix 2: Attendance Flowchart (below and attached separately) for more details 
about what to do in the event of experiencing Covid-19 symptoms or receiving a positive LFT result.  
 
 

 

http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine-for-children-aged-12-to-15/
mailto:attendance@themisbourne.co.uk


                                                    

                                                                                                         
 

 

 


