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The Misbourne continues to be a Good School:   

“A culture of ambition permeates the school; students are at the heart of everything the 

school does”  
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5 November 2021 

 
Dear Families,  
 
I hope this letter finds you all well after the half term break.  Students certainly seem to have come 
back refreshed and ready for this half term, which runs through to Thursday 16 December, when 
students will finish at 12.30pm.  
 
Before then we have many things to look forward to, including our Christmas Concert on Tuesday 14 
December.  
 
Key events this term include:  

• Year 9 trip to Bucks New University – Wednesday 24 November 
• Sixth Form Open Evening – Thursday 25 November (book here to attend) 
• Year 12 National Citizenship Award fortnight – Monday 29 November - Friday 10 December 
• Y11 Consultation Evening (online) – Thursday 2 December 
• Year 7 FOTM festive disco – Tuesday 7 December 
• Year 8 FOTM festive disco – Wednesday 8 December 
• Whole school enrichment day – Friday 10 December 
• Christmas Concert – Tuesday 14 December 

 
Also, may I remind you that Friday 26 November is an Inset Day for the whole school.  
 
Tik-Tok and mobile phones  
I am sorry to say that it has come to my attention this week that there have been a number of social 
media accounts set up in the name of Misbourne school, some even purporting to be ‘official’ school 
accounts. These accounts have shared images and commentary on several staff, both current 
and past, without their consent. Some of the content may well be seen as light hearted, whilst other 
elements are deeply personal and upsetting.  All of the content is inappropriate and 
distressing for staff.  As such, we have reported the accounts and will be investigating the 
matter to put a swift stop to them before any further damage is done. We pride ourselves on the 
positive relationships we have between students and staff, which is why this is so disappointing.   
 
To support us with this issue and similar inappropriate behaviour that we know is a growing concern 
nationwide amongst young people, I would like to ask that you speak to your child(ren) 
about appropriate and inappropriate use of social media and the damage it can cause.  Please remind 
them that they should never take a photo of someone, whether it be a member of staff or young 
person, without their knowledge, and they should not be posting or commenting on any such photos 
online.  
 
 

http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/
https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/2362/sixth-form-open-evening-2021
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To support these conversations, you may find the following links useful:  

• https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-media-advice-hub/   

• https://www.net-aware.org.uk/   

• https://www.buckssafeguarding.org.uk/childrenpartnership/parent-and-carers/safety-
online/   

 
Whilst we have amended our mobile phone policy this year to ensure all mobile phones and 
headphones are put away before students enter the school site, we know that sometimes groups of 
students have been gathering in the toilet areas to use their phones. Not only is this unhygienic but it 
contravenes our mobile phone policy and can lead to other issues in school caused by inappropriate 
use of social media as described above. Please help us to reinforce the expectation that students 
should not gather in the toilets, nor use their phone on the school site before 3.10pm, unless directed 
to by a teacher to support learning in a classroom.  
 
Consultation Evenings 
Whilst we have managed to open the school for many of our events so far this year, we are still very 
mindful of the ongoing presence of Covid-19. For each event we run, we assess if there is an 
alternative means of delivery that is not to the detriment of the event itself. Taking this into 
consideration, and the fact that many of you wrote to us saying how much you preferred the online 
consultation evenings we ran last year, we have decided to keep them online for the time being.   
 
Attendance  
We appreciate how challenging it has been at times to send your child(ren) to school every day over 
the past 18 months or so. This has resulted in some students being heavily impacted such that their 
attendance falls well below our minimum expectation of 96%.  Excluding absences that have resulted 
from a positive Covid-19 test or self-isolation, we have noticed that attendance for some students has 
really begun to slip this term.  I would like to remind all parents/carers of the legal responsibility to 
send your child into school every day and only to request time off when it is absolutely essential.  If a 
medical appointment is urgent or you have no control over an appointment time, please make sure 
your child comes into school before and/or after their appointment so they do not lose a full day of 
learning as a result.  We will be writing to some families where we have a particular concern over the 
next week.  
 
Thank you for your continued support, as we all work together to achieve the absolute best for all our 
young people.  We look forward to a busy and successful half term. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Jo Meloni 
Headteacher 
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