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  12 November 2021 

 

Dear Year 11 Families, 

I am writing to update you with information that we currently have regarding the exams due to take 
place in the summer of 2022. It is the Government’s policy that exams and assessments for GCSEs 
should go ahead in summer 2022 but with adjustments to the assessments themselves in some 
subjects together with additional support. These measures are designed to mitigate some of the 
pressure on teaching time and the pressure that students may experience when revising for and sitting 
exams. 

We have been made aware of decisions in some subjects. There will be optional topics and content in 
GCSE English literature, history and geography. Students taking GCSE art and photography will be 
assessed on their portfolio only. In GCSE PE students only have to complete assessments in two 
practical subjects. In all other subjects, exam boards will provide advance information about the focus 
of the content of the exams. Students will be given a formulae sheet for GCSE mathematics and 
a revised equation sheet (covering all the equations required) for GCSE physics and combined science. 
Exam boards will provide copies for use in teaching and to ensure that students are familiar with it 
prior to the exams. Clean copies of the equation sheet will be provided in the exams. This information 
is to support students’ revision and the current information is that final confirmation will be provided 
by 7 February 2022 at the latest. This will enable teachers to plan to adapt their teaching in the second 
half of the spring term if necessary. 

The full information is available here.  GCSE results day will take place on 25 August 2022. 

The information provided so far is somewhat generic, however as soon as more details are available, 
I will write to inform you of any changes. Whilst the expectation is that GCSE exams will take place as 
planned in May and June 2022, schools have been made aware that in the event of any serious Covid-
19-related disruption, the back-up plan would be that a ‘teacher assessed grades’ system would be 
put in place. If this should be the case, the reasonable assumption is that the 2022 system would be 
similar to the 2021 teacher assessed grades system. This would see designated assessments 
contribute to a ‘portfolio of evidence’ for each student in each subject. Such assessments would 
always test content which has been taught in advance and for which students have been well prepared 
to tackle using provided revision lists and resources. 2021 rules meant that there was some flexibility 
for schools to choose which assessments contributed most towards the final grade. The PPEs that Year 
11 recently sat will form part of the assessments that we can use and we will make decisions when we 
are informed by government as to which assessments carry what weighting. Results are being given 
out by teachers in lessons but we will send home an overall statement of results next week. 
Unfortunately the number of students hit by the need to self-isolate during this period as well as 

http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/outcome/decisions-proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022
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unusually high absence rates means we are still catching up on missed papers. Some results may not 
be available as they may still be being marked. 

Please remember that despite the potential need for a ‘teacher assessed grade’ system, the main 
purpose of school assessment continues to be to provide students with the feedback they need to 
improve in their subjects, irrespective of the final method of assessment. Having experienced some 
significant changes over the past two years we believe we are in a good position to adapt our systems 
effectively to ensure that no student is disadvantaged as a result of a situation that is beyond their 
control. 

The first report for Year 11 this year will be sent home on Thursday 25 November followed by the 
consultation evening on Thursday 2 December. We are acutely aware of the pressure on Year 11 
students and even more so this year so we will continue to work to provide students with the support 
they need to make the most of their ability. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mike Lyons 

Assistant Headteacher 
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