
“OUR VISION is to develop ‘world class’ students who 
have the belief in themselves that anything is possible 

and lead happy and successful lives”



• This presentation (and all relevant resources/ 
revision materials) will be sent via 
SchoolComms following tonight’s Making the 
Grade evening. 

Good evening 
Year 11 families.



GCSE English Language

• 2 exams. 
• Each is 1 hour 45 minutes.
• Each paper is worth 50% of 
the overall Language GCSE.
• Each has a Reading section 
and a Writing section.



Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing.

• Both the Reading and the 
Writing sections focus on 
fiction texts.
• Analysing an unseen 

fiction extract.
• Creating your own 

narrative or descriptive 
piece of writing.

• The questions/skills are 
always the same for this 
paper, it is only the fiction 
extract which changes.

• That is why it is so
important that students are 
used to reading a range of 
different texts and styles of 
writing.



Knowing the key skills/what the examiners want!

Q1) Read again the first part of the 
Source from lines 1 to 7. (4 marks)

List four things from this part of the text 
about the weather in Cornwall. 

Q2) Look in detail at this extract from 
lines 8 to 18 of the Source. (8 marks)

How does the writer use language here to 
describe the effects of the weather?

Establishing good habits/ 
techniques!  Where lines are 
stated, mark them on the 
extract. 

Make sure you have read the 
question carefully!  Highlight the 
key words – here it is “the 
weather”.

This question is a chance to really 
show off your skills!  It doesn’t have 
to be about using fancy terminology 
– the examiners want to see you 
‘zoom in’ on key words/phrases and 
really explore why they are used and 
the effect they have. 



Q3) You now need to think about the 
whole of the Source.  (8 marks)  

How has the writer structured the text 
to interest you as a reader? 

Q4) A student, having read this section 
of the text said: “The writer brings the 
very different characters to life for the 
reader. It is as if you are inside the 
coach with them.” (20 marks)

To what extent do you agree?

This question asks students to look 
at the ‘journey’ of the extract.  
How it begins/how it changes/how 
it ends.

How does the writer make us feel 
at each point in the extract?  How 
does this change? 

• Such an important question!  
Worth 20 marks!
• Ensure that at least 20 minutes is 
left for this question.
• Highlight the focus of the question.
• How does the writer present these 
ideas?



Question 5: Writing to narrate/describe

A magazine has asked for 
contributions for their creative 
writing section.   

Either      

Write a description of an old person 
as suggested by this picture: 

or      

Write a story about a time when 
things turned out unexpectedly. 



• Planning

• Vocabulary

• SPAG

• Structure

Allowing 5 minutes at the start.

Varied and ambitious – suited 
to the task.

Know your weaknesses!

Effective opening/ending.  
Using a variety of structural 
devices for the task.



Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives

• Both the Reading and the Writing 
sections focus on non-fiction texts.
• Analysing 2 unseen non-fiction 
extracts.
• Creating your own non-fiction 
writing, which clearly presents an 
opinion – persuasive/demonstrating 
an argument for or against 
something.

• The questions/skills are 
always the same for this 
paper, it is only the non-
fiction extracts which 
change.

• That is why it is so
important that students 
are used to reading a 
range of different texts 
and styles of writing.



Knowing the key skills/what the examiners want!
Q1) Read again Source A from lines 1 to 12. 
(4 marks)

Choose four statements below which are TRUE.

Q2) You need to refer to Source A and Source B 
for this question. 
The effects of the weather on people in both 

sources are very different.  (8 marks) 

Use details from both sources to write a 
summary of the different ways people are 
affected by the weather. 

Mark the lines mentioned!  
Make sure you have 
evidence from the extract 
that proves the statement is 
true. 

Summary!  This question asks 
you to select key information 
from both sources.  

The key to this question is 
focusing on the important 
words – the effects on people.  
What are we told?  What can 
we infer from the information 
given?



Q3) You now need to refer only to Source A 
from lines 13 to 23. (12 marks)

How does the writer use language to 
describe the storm?

Q4) For this question, you need to refer to 
the whole of Source A, together with the 
whole of Source B.  (16 marks)  

Compare how the writers convey their 
different perspectives on the extreme 
weather conditions. 

The same skills used as for 
Paper 1 Question 2.

The most important thing is 
to identify exactly what the 
writers’ perspectives are.

Are they angry, concerned, 
scared, excited, jubilant…

Which methods are used to 
present their 
perspectives/opinions/ 
viewpoints. 



Question 5: Presenting a point of view



• Planning

• Vocabulary

• SPAG

• Structure

Allowing 5 minutes at the start.

Varied and ambitious – suited 
to the task.

Know your weaknesses!

Effective opening/ending.  
Using a variety of structural 
devices for the task.



GCSE English Literature
2021 only*

• 2 exams. 
• Paper 1: ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ and ‘DNA’ (2 x 50 
minutes).
• Paper 2: ‘Macbeth’ and 
unseen poetry (1 hour 45 
minutes).



•Reread/remind yourself of 
all the annotations you 
made.

•What are the key 
quotations?  How can you 
ensure that you remember 
them in the exam?

•Discuss key themes/topics/ 
characters.

Know your texts!



Practice makes perfect!

• Reading key extracts 
and annotating.

• Planning responses!

• Timed responses.



But you can’t revise for English…
Completing a revision wall to display your learning.
Creating flashcards/cue cards/knowledge organisers to cover 
what you have learnt.
Handing in extra work for marking.
Planning responses to exam questions.
Re-reading through class notes and testing knowledge. 
Re-reading set texts – ‘Macbeth’, ‘A Christmas Carol’ and ‘DNA’.
Reading through model answers.
Watching online clips.  
Using revision websites.  We would recommend Mr Bruff. 
Working with other students to compare work .
Writing exam answers under timed condition.



WHAT?

WHERE?

HOW?

WHY?

What is your point?  Make sure you 
are answering the question! 

Where is your evidence?  Which 
quotation(s) can you use to 
support your point?

How does the author present this 
idea?  Which methods do they use?

Why does the writer do this?  What 
effect do they want to achieve?  
What is their message to the 
reader/audience?



But what do we know about revision?
Begin active revision as soon as 
possible and don’t delay, although it 
is VERY difficult - sit down, put 
devices away and start working.

(Alice Burgham)

I created an A4 page, for each of the 4 
exams, about exactly what I would do 
when I got into the exam with each 
question and I looked over it before I 
went in which really put me at ease.

(Mia Bowler Curtis)

I think the most important tip, if you 
want to get good grades, is DO 
PRACTICE PAPERS!!!

(Darcie Panayiotou)

When you set aside time to revise, 
make sure that it's effective. There's 
nothing worse than spending an hour or 
two revising but because you're 
distracted, none of it sinks in. AT ALL. 
Trust me, I've done it.

(Ted Dracott)



And in the words of Scrooge…

“Assure me that I yet may change these 
shadows you have shown me, by an 
altered life!”  

AKA = It’s not too late!  By making some 
changes to your attitude/revision/approach 
to English, you all have the potential to 
achieve in this subject.


