
History  
Making the Grade. Learn the pathway to academic success. 

 

Subject Teachers: Mr McGregor, Miss Bartington  
Curriculum Area: Humanities  
 

Key Dates: 

 Week commencing 1.6.2020 Year 12 Exams  
 

Overview of Year 12: 

 In Year 12, A Level History students will cover 2 units taught in tandem by 2 separate teachers.  

 Students will study both a British and a non-British period study. In Year 12 these are Unit Y113 

Britain 1930-97 and Unit Y212 The American Revolution 1740-96. 

 In Unit Y212 The American Revolution 1740-96, students will study: the development of British 

hegemony in North America, the causes of the American Revolution, the American Revolution, and 

the early republic 1783-96.  Over the course of these four units, students will explore the story of 

how Britain came to gain and lose its position as the pre-eminent power in North America and the 

central reasons why the American colonists chose to revolt against the mother country, embark 

upon a revolutionary war and found a new republic. Students will end their study with an 

assessment of the challenges that faced the newly independent colonists as they attempted to 

forge a new kind of government and keep the newly formed United States of America united. 

Students will be assessed through a short form ten-mark essay question and a longer period study 

20-mark essay question.  

 In Y113, Britain 1930-1997, students will have an enquiry section, this is centred around Churchill. 

We study his ‘wilderness years’, his years as a wartime prime minister and look at his diplomatic 

relations. This will be transferred into a source based 30-mark essay. We then move to our period 

study, starting in 1951 as Churchill wins his second election. We look at how Britain changes over 

the course of 40 years, by studying each government’s social, economic and foreign policies – from 

the creation of the welfare state and becoming a nuclear power to the mods and rockers of the 

1960s, joining of the EEC and Thatcher’s privatisation initiative. This is transferred into a 20-mark 

essay question. 

 

How can families contribute to success on this course? 

 Ensure you attend all lessons; when students are absent, it is essential that they take the 

responsibility to see their teacher directly and catch up on any missed work.  Families must play an 

active role in checking that this is happening.  

 Families are encouraged to monitor homework as it is posted to Show My Homework and oversee 

the quality of homework completion as well as reminding their child about upcoming deadlines.  

 A Level student must spend an additional hour per week engaging in self testing and knowledge 

retrieval through flashcards, knowledge organisers, mind maps, revision clocks etc. As well as 

reviewing and consolidating notes from that week’s lessons. Families can support by helping their 

child to schedule their evening and weekend time to build in their independent study.  



  ‘Retrieval practice from day one, means revision is done.’ (Dawn Cox) It is so important that you 

regularly engage in quick and effective self-testing in order to support your confidence in the 

course and ultimately help you to achieve success. 

 It is also strongly recommended that students engage in wider reading in addition to consolidating 

their understanding in and outside of lessons.  This will enable students to immerse themselves in 

the subject throughout their time studying at A Level and will help to ensure that students are 

equipped to do the best that they can when they come to be assessed on their knowledge and 

understanding at the end of Year 13. An extensive wider reading list can be found in the course 

handbooks for both sections of the course. 

Resources for success: 

Compulsory: 

 OCR A Level History: The American Revolution 1740-96 and The USA in the 19th century 1803-1890, 

Hodder Education (only The American Revolution section to be studied). 

 OCR A Level History Textbook: Britain 1930-1997 

 

Recommended: 

 Access to History: The American Revolution and the Birth of the USA 1740-1801 Second Edition 

 Access to History: Britain 1951-2007 (Second or Third Edition) 

 My Revision Notes: OCR AS/A-Level History: Britain 1930-1997 

 OCR A Level History A delivery guide The American Revolution 1740-96 

 OCR A Level History A: Guide to assessment for Units 1, 2 and 3 

 OCR A Level History An exemplar candidate answers (these can be found online but will also be 
supplied by teachers in lessons). 

 

Specification Information: 

 OCR A-Level History H505 

o Paper 1: Britain 1930-1997 – 25% of overall grade  

o Paper 2: American Revolution 1740-1796 – 15% of overall grade  

o Paper 3: Russia and its Rulers 1855-1964 – 40% of overall grade 

o NEA (Coursework) Nazi Germany Topic of choice – 20% of overall grade 

 All papers are sat at the end of Year 13. NEA is completed by April of Year 13. 


