
Paper 2: Texts in shared contexts: Modern Times    40% of overall grade -  2 hours 30 minutes 

Set Texts: A Streetcar Named Desire, The Help, Ariel Poetry Collection and Unseen Prose.  

English Literature 
Making the Grade. Learn the pathway to academic success. 

 

Subject Teachers: Mrs K Kalyan, Miss G Kirkham and Ms C Weller 
Curriculum Area: English and Media 
 

Key Dates: 

 4 September 2019 – 25 October 2019          Introduction to Academic Analysis – study of Jane Eyre 

 4 November 2019 – 4 April 2020                   The Help and A Streetcar Named Desire 

 20 April 2020 – 19th July 2020                        Ariel poetry collection and Much Ado about Nothing (NEA)  

 20th July 2020 – Sept 1st 2020       Students should be reading and studying their chosen NEA text.   

 

Overview of Year 12: 

In the first year of the A Level, students will begin with a natural progression from your GCSE study of English 

Literature by studying a notable work from The Canon of Literature – Jane Eyre.  This is designed to enable them 

to develop detailed and effective methods of exploring and understanding a lengthy text to enable them to write 

interpretatively.  Students will learn to understand the importance of the historical context of texts – whether it 

be the Civil Rights Movement and Slavery in The Help or the world of 1920s America in A Streetcar Named Desire.  

All texts will be studied in detail in class, but students must be an avid reader to develop your knowledge and 

understanding of literature across time.  Students should be not only reading the core texts but also tackling 

other texts in their spare time.  We do provide a reading list to support their choices.  

Students will also complete a Non-Examined Unit, (coursework) which is a comparative essay. In the Summer Term, 

Much Ado About Nothing will be taught to students, who will then make a decision about which independently read 

text to compare it to.   

 

Overview of Examinations: 

 

 

How can families contribute to success on this course? 

 Encourage your child to develop their wider reading of a range of genres from different time periods. 

 Encourage your child to learn about different key periods of history through reading articles, watching 

historical films and documentaries.  

Paper 1 Love through the Ages                                          40% of overall grade – 3 Hours 

Set Texts: Othello, The Great Gatsby and Pre-20
th

 Century Poetry, Unseen Poetry 



 Proofread any extended essays and coursework in order to give feedback - this is notably valuable for the 

NEA unit.  

 Test students on their understanding of key terminology, characters and themes through the use of 

Knowledge Organisers, cue cards and other revision resources they have created.  

 Ensure your child is completing regular practice papers/assessments in the run up to their PPEs and final 

examinations.   

 

Resources for success: 

 PowerPoints and Knowledge Organisers will be placed on SMHW/OneDrive 

 

 https://www.senecalearning.com/blog/a-level-english-literature-revision/ 

 

 https://www.massolit.io/ 
 

 https://crossref-it.info/ 
 

Specification Information: 

 AQA 

 English Literature 7712 
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