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1. Aims 
 

This policy aims to:  

• Set out our approach to requiring a uniform for students in years 7-11 that is of reasonable cost and 

offers the best value for money for families and carers. 

• Explain how we will avoid discrimination in line with our legal duties under the Equality Act 2010  

• Clarify our expectations for Academy uniform  

 

A high standard of personal appearance is expected of all students at all times. Through our uniform and 

dress codes we aim to:  

• Encourage pride in the Academy 

• Support teaching and learning  

• Enable students to be comfortable, safe and secure  

• Ensure that all students of differing social, religious and ethnic groups feel welcome  

• Encourage a sense of equality and cohesion  

• Protect students from social pressures to dress in a particular way 

 

In this way, the uniform and dress code contribute to the overall aims of the Academy.  

 

2. Our school’s legal duties under the Equality Act 2010 
 

The Equality Act 2010 prohibits discrimination against an individual based on the protected characteristics, 

which include sex, race, religion or belief, and gender reassignment.  

To avoid discrimination, our school will:  

• Avoid listing uniform items based on sex, to give all students the opportunity to wear the uniform they 

feel most comfortable in or that most reflects their self-identified gender  

• Make sure that our uniform costs the same for all students 

• Allow all students to have long hair (though we reserve the right to ask for this to be tied back)  

• Allow all students to style their hair in the way that is appropriate for school yet makes them feel most 

comfortable  

• Allow students to request changes to swimwear for religious reasons  

• Allow students to wear headscarves and other religious or cultural symbols  

• Allow for adaptations to our policy on the grounds of equality by asking students or their families to get 

in touch with their school base, who can answer questions about the policy and respond to any requests   

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
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3. Limiting the cost of school uniform  
 

Our Academy has a duty to make sure that the uniform we require is affordable, in line with statutory 

guidance from the Department of Education on the cost of school uniform.   

[Items marked * are bespoke uniform items in this policy]. 

 

4. Expectations for uniform 

4.1 Our Academy uniform 

The Misbourne students are expected to be in Academy uniform at all times during the Academy day.  The 

uniform consists of: 

• The Misbourne striped clip-on academy tie*, in the colour of the student’s School. 

• The Misbourne navy academy blazer embroidered with Academy logo*.  

• Plain light blue shirt. The shirt must have a button to fasten the collar. The shirt should be tucked in 

and the top button fastened.  

• Optional plain navy V-neck pullover (no school logo required). 

• Coats should be smart in appearance and sensible, suitably waterproof and discreet with respect to 

advertising logos.  

• Choice of trousers or skirt, as detailed below: 

o Appropriate black tailored school trousers.  Trousers must be full length, plain black, straight 

legged and not fitted.  They must be without big buttons, zips or belts and without external 

(patch style) pockets. Leggings, hipsters, cropped trousers and trousers with splits are not 

permitted; patterned material is not allowed. Cords, jeans or trousers made of any kind of 

denim, or denim look-alike, are not permitted.    
o Black pleated knee-length skirt. The skirt length should be at or just above the knee.  Black 

tights or black ankle socks to be worn with skirts; tights must be unpatterned. 

• Black socks only, whilst in full school uniform. Trainer socks and knee length socks are not permitted.  

(White socks are permitted whilst in a PE lesson only) 

• Optional plain black belt with a simple buckle should also be worn with trousers to ensure shirts are 

tucked in and to hold trousers up.  

• Dress for religious affiliation: plain black turban or plain black hijab.  

• Smart, plain black school shoes. Sports shoes, canvas shoes and boots will not be permitted even if 

black.  Students are not permitted to wear boots in school. In exceptional weather conditions, 

students may wear boots to school but they must bring their school shoes with them to change into. 

 

5. PE Uniform  

[Items with * are bespoke uniform items. The outer item that a student wears needs to be branded with 

the Misbourne logo.] 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cost-of-school-uniforms/cost-of-school-uniforms
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5.1 Essential PE Kit for Students 

• Misbourne-branded Sports Polo shirt* 

• Plain navy-blue shorts or plain navy blue skort  

• Sky blue PE socks or white PE socks  

• Trainers 

• Football boots – for use on the field 

• Shin pads (for use when playing football, hockey etc) 

• Gum shields – needed for rugby and hockey 

• A water bottle 

5.2 Optional PE Kit 

• Misbourne branded Outdoor Sweatshirt/Jersey (or black/blue long-sleeved base layer to wear under 

Misbourne polo shirt) 

• Misbourne branded shorts or skort 

• Misbourne outdoor sports top 

• Misbourne rain jacket or plain navy blue or black rain jacket (no logos) (please see website) 

 

6. Other uniform rules 

6.1 Accessories 

Belts (other than a plain black trouser belt) and other accessories are not part of the Academy uniform and 

should not be worn in the Academy. Scarves may be worn when outside but must be removed along with 

outdoor coats once in classroom. Winter/summer hats must be removed indoors.  

6.2 Jewellery/Body Piercing/Tattoos 

Students are permitted to wear a watch and one pair of small stud earrings (gold or silver) only (one stud in 

each lower earlobe). Body and other facial piercings are not permitted and tattoos should not be visible. If a 

student is wearing a smartwatch this needs to be set in standalone mode and not connected to any other 

device (for example a mobile phone). 

6.3 Hairstyles 

We do not wish to discourage individuality around hairstyles, but extreme styles, bleaches or dyes that are in 

blatant contrast to one main natural hair colour are not acceptable or considered part of the Academy 

uniform. Hair should be one natural colour; likewise, shaved patterns/insignia etc in hairstyles (including 

eyebrows) are not allowed. Hair should be no shorter than a grade 2. 
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6.4 Make up 

If students wish to wear make-up to our Academy it must be inconspicuous. Coloured nail varnish and false 

nails are not allowed. No false, acrylic, gel or shellac nails. No false eyelashes. Students will be asked to 

remove make up, false nails, false eyelashes etc. if in breach of this policy.  

6.5 Hooded tops and jumpers/sweatshirts 

Hooded tops (or similar) and jumpers, sweatshirts and zip-up tracksuit or sports jackets that are not 

identified as Misbourne uniform are not allowed in the Academy and are not part of Academy uniform. If 

students wear them to the Academy they should be removed before entering the Academy site, otherwise 

they will be confiscated. If students require an additional layer between their shirt and blazer they should 

wear a V-neck jumper as specified in this policy. 

Students’ jumpers should not be tucked into trousers or skirts. 

 

7. Acquiring uniform 

Academy uniform is available to purchase from a range of retailers. Below are some examples (non-

exhaustive list) which includes information for purchase of branded and non-branded items. 

• Marks and Spencer school uniform page for the Misbourne –  

o https://www.mandsyourschooluniform.com//m-s-uniform/uniform-by-school/bedfordshire-

buckinghamshire-northamptonshire/the-misbourne-school/5637148335.c  

• PL Schoolwear (PE kit) –  

o https://plschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/the-misbourne/  

• Sainsburys/Asda/Tesco for black pleated school skirts, navy V-Neck jumpers, black school trousers, 

navy PE skort, navy PE shorts –  

o https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/p/Black-Pleated-Skirt-4-Pack-%283-12-

Years%29/138562524-Black?searchTerm=:newArrivals&searchProduct  

o https://direct.asda.com/george/school/girls-school-skirts/girls-black-box-pleat-skirt-2-

pack/GEM663947,default,pd.html?cgid=D10M2G1C10  

o https://direct.asda.com/george/school/jumpers-sweatshirts/navy-v-neck-school-jumper-2-

pack/GEM704191,default,pd.html?cgid=D10M1G1C14 

o https://www.tesco.com/zones/clothing/school-uniform 

o https://direct.asda.com/george/school/trousers/D10M1G1C16,default,sc.html 

o https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/p/Black-Longer-Leg-Trousers-2-Pack-%2810-16-

years%29/128764077-Black?searchTerm=:newArrivals:department:Boys&searchProduct= 

o https://direct.asda.com/george/school/girls-sports-swimwear/girls-navy-school-

skort/GEM323954,default,pd.html?cgid=D10M2G1C11 

o https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/p/Navy-Jersey-Skort-%283---16-years%29/129089190-Navy 

o https://direct.asda.com/george/clothing/10,default,sc.html?q=navy%20pe%20shorts 

https://www.mandsyourschooluniform.com/m-s-uniform/uniform-by-school/bedfordshire-buckinghamshire-northamptonshire/the-misbourne-school/5637148335.c
https://www.mandsyourschooluniform.com/m-s-uniform/uniform-by-school/bedfordshire-buckinghamshire-northamptonshire/the-misbourne-school/5637148335.c
https://plschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/the-misbourne/
https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/p/Black-Pleated-Skirt-4-Pack-%283-12-Years%29/138562524-Black?searchTerm=:newArrivals&searchProduct
https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/p/Black-Pleated-Skirt-4-Pack-%283-12-Years%29/138562524-Black?searchTerm=:newArrivals&searchProduct
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/girls-school-skirts/girls-black-box-pleat-skirt-2-pack/GEM663947,default,pd.html?cgid=D10M2G1C10
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/girls-school-skirts/girls-black-box-pleat-skirt-2-pack/GEM663947,default,pd.html?cgid=D10M2G1C10
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/jumpers-sweatshirts/navy-v-neck-school-jumper-2-pack/GEM704191,default,pd.html?cgid=D10M1G1C14
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/jumpers-sweatshirts/navy-v-neck-school-jumper-2-pack/GEM704191,default,pd.html?cgid=D10M1G1C14
https://www.tesco.com/zones/clothing/school-uniform
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/trousers/D10M1G1C16,default,sc.html
https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/p/Black-Longer-Leg-Trousers-2-Pack-%2810-16-years%29/128764077-Black?searchTerm=:newArrivals:department:Boys&searchProduct=
https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/p/Black-Longer-Leg-Trousers-2-Pack-%2810-16-years%29/128764077-Black?searchTerm=:newArrivals:department:Boys&searchProduct=
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/girls-sports-swimwear/girls-navy-school-skort/GEM323954,default,pd.html?cgid=D10M2G1C11
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/girls-sports-swimwear/girls-navy-school-skort/GEM323954,default,pd.html?cgid=D10M2G1C11
https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/p/Navy-Jersey-Skort-%283---16-years%29/129089190-Navy
https://direct.asda.com/george/clothing/10,default,sc.html?q=navy%20pe%20shorts
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o https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/p/Navy-Football-Shorts-2-Pack-%283-16-Years%29/128875738-

Navy?searchTerm=:newArrivals&searchProduct= 

In addition, ‘as good as new’ second-hand uniform is available via the Friends of the Misbourne. 

 

8. Expectations for our school community  

8.1 Students 

Students are expected to wear the correct uniform at all times (other than specified non-school uniform 

days) while: 

• On the Academy premises 

• Travelling to and from the Academy  

• At out-of-school events or on trips that are organised by the Academy, or where they are representing 

the Academy (if required). 

• If a student is incorrectly dressed for school, they are expected to report to their School Base and borrow 

a correct item of uniform in exchange for a mobile phone (or another item of worth). This item will be 

kept safely in the School Base and the child will be able to collect the item at the end of the Academy 

day.  

•  If families are unable to obtain the correct uniform item quickly, families are expected to contact the 

form tutor/School Base to discuss when the new item will be obtained. We would expect the item to be 

replaced at the earliest opportunity (ideally within a week).  Students will still be required to borrow 

uniform items from the School Base (including wearing loaned shoes/plimsolls to replace incorrect 

footwear) in the interim. 

• If a student or family refuse to follow the academy’s uniform policy, the academy has the right to place 

the child in internal exclusion until the situation has been resolved.  

•  Repeated failure to abide by the academy’s uniform policy can lead to further sanctions including 

possible suspension. 

 

8.2 Families and carers 

Acceptance of the academy’s uniform policy comes from applying to the academy for a place and the 

admittance of the child to the academy. 

Families and carers are expected to make sure their child has the correct uniform and PE kit, and that every 

item is:  

• Clean  

• Clearly labelled with the child’s name  

• In good condition   

https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/p/Navy-Football-Shorts-2-Pack-%283-16-Years%29/128875738-Navy?searchTerm=:newArrivals&searchProduct=
https://tuclothing.sainsburys.co.uk/p/Navy-Football-Shorts-2-Pack-%283-16-Years%29/128875738-Navy?searchTerm=:newArrivals&searchProduct=
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Families are also expected to contact their child’s School Base if they want to request an amendment to the 

uniform policy in relation to: 

• Their child’s protected characteristics 

• The cost of the uniform  

Families are expected to lodge any complaints or objections relating to the Academy uniform in a timely and 

reasonable manner.  

Disputes about the cost of the school uniform will be:  

• Resolved locally  

• Dealt with in accordance with our Academy’s complaints policy  

The Academy will work closely with families to arrive at a mutually acceptable outcome.  

8.3 Staff  

Staff will closely monitor students to make sure they are in correct uniform. They will give any students and 

families breaching the uniform policy the opportunity to comply, but will follow up with the Pastoral Team if 

the situation does not improve.  

Ongoing breaches of our uniform policy will be dealt with by support and sanctions as detailed in the 

Behaviour for Learning Policy. In cases where it is suspected that financial hardship has resulted in a student 

not complying with this uniform policy, staff will take a mindful and considerate approach to resolving the 

situation.  

 

8.4 Trustees  

The trustee board will review this policy and make sure that it: 

• Is appropriate for our Academy’s context  

• Is implemented fairly across the Academy  

• Takes into account the views of families and students 

• Offers a uniform that is appropriate, practical and safe for all students    

The board will also make sure that the Academy’s uniform supplier arrangements give the highest priority to 

cost and value for money, for example by avoiding single supplier contracts and by re-tendering contracts at 

least every 5 years.  

 

9. Monitoring arrangements  
This policy will be reviewed annually by the Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral). At every review, it will be 

approved by the Headteacher. 
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10. Links to other policies  
This policy is linked to our: 

• Behaviour for learning policy 

• Equality information and objectives statement  

• Anti-bullying policy  

• Complaints policy 

 

11. Summary of Amendments from previous policy 

• Policy comprehensively updated – in line with DfE guidance for 22/23 

• Introduction of unbadged items 

• Clarification in regards of position of ear piercings 

• How to escalate queries surrounding uniform via the school base 
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