The Misbourne Families' Bulletin
Welcome to our Families' Bulletin for week commencing 8 February 2021. For more details regarding
any of the information below, please click on the links or visit our website here.

Headteacher's message
Thank you to all the families of our Year 11 students who joined us online for our consultation evening
yesterday. I know that this is an unsettling time for our exam-year students in particular and I hope the
evening helped to identify how well your child is doing at the moment and what the next steps in
learning are for each subject, as well as offering some reassurance. They are doing so well, given the
circumstances.
We will continue to work closely with you and your child in the coming weeks and months to ensure
that they are in the best possible position to embark on the next steps in their educational journey with
confidence.
Continuing on the subject of GCSEs, next week we will be writing to all our Year 8 families to begin the
Guided Choices process - the route via which our students select their GCSE and vocational courses.
Obviously, we had hoped that we would be embarking on this with our students in s chool. However,
please do be reassured that we will still be providing all our students with as much information and

support as they require to make their selections and our staff will be available to answer any questions
that you or your child may have. Please do look out for this email when it arrives in your inbox.
This ties in very nicely with our value for next week, which is Ambition. We are continually striving to
help our students to aim for and realise their ambitions, whatever they may be. I will leave you with the
words of Dwayne Johnson, who said, “Don’t be afraid to be ambitious about your goals. Hard work
never stops. Neither should your dreams”.
I wish you a lovely weekend - enjoy the snow if it arrives!
Kind regards,
Jo Meloni

Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher
This week it was the turn of eight Year 11 students to be nominated. A few, pictured here, enjoyed a
Teams call with Ms Meloni, who congratulated them for all of their hard work and got an insight into
how they are coping with remote learning and looking after themselves. She said it was so lovely that
they were all looking forward to coming into our Sixth Form in September and to hear all about their
future aspirations.
Congratulations!

Whole school notices
Week commencing 08.02.21 is timetable week A.

Remote learning
All year groups will be continuing their full timetable via Teams remote learning until 8 March 2021. We
apologise for the disruption to learning on Friday afternoon, where we had to switch back to posting
work on Satchel:One. This was caused by a network issue centred in London and affected a number of
schools in the area.
During this time, there is on-site provision for vulnerable children and the children of key workers. If
you would like to register your child for this provision, please complete this form.

Half term childcare provision
Buckinghamshire Council has asked us to collate information regarding any critical workers who may
require support with childcare over the February half term holiday and are exploring the feasibility of
offering childcare provision. Any provision offered would be by Buckinghamshire Council and not The
Misbourne. If any critical workers would like to access childcare over half term, please let us know by
emailing admin@themisbourne.co.uk and we will pass on numbers to Buckinghamshire Council. They
are not yet guaranteeing to offer provision but are looking to establish interest.
Student Notices
We are now using Microsoft Teams to share key messages with students, which are relevant to them
and their school. All students should check their individual school team (e.g. Attenborough School) on a
daily basis for key messages. These will also be shared daily with students during registration.
Attendance to Microsoft Teams lessons
If your child is unwell or unable to attend lessons for any other reason, please let us know in advance in
the usual way each morning (by emailing attendance@themisbourne.co.uk). For all other
correspondence about your child, please continue to use the re levant school base email account so we
can achieve consistency and clarity of communication.
Staying Safe Online
We have had some advice issued to us from Thames Valley Police and the Exploitation HUB
(Buckinghamshire Council) in regards to a worrying app that is available and being accessed by a number
of young people. The app is called CUNCH and is a game/app that is centred around the setting up and
running of a ‘county line’ (drug selling).
Please can I ask that you be vigilant with what your child/children are accessing online. If you have any
concerns, please feel free to contact the Safeguarding Team at safeguarding@themisbourne.co.uk or
the Exploitation HUB (Buckinghamshire Council) which is a multi-agency unit which includes police,
social care, Barnardos and health colleagues. If you have concerns about the app and/or any child being
exploited into county lines and would like some further advice, you can contact the HUB by emailing
exploitationreferrals@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Remote learning tips
Immersive reader
Immersive Reader is built into many Microsoft apps and this excellent short video tutorial shows any
student how to use it.
Using closed captions
For those students that are hard of hearing, closed captions (automatic live subtitling) can now be
switched on in Microsoft Teams lessons. Students have to switch this on at their end - the instructions
are here.

Extra-curricular daily programme
Triumphant Taskmaster
The winner of this week's Taskmaster Challenge was Megan in Year 7 for her excellent and highly creative re-purposing of a box into an aquarium. Well done for earning 15 achievement points for Turing,
Megan!

We encourage all our students to participate in our extra-curricular clubs every afternoon at 2.30pm.
The links for all the activities for week commencing 08.02.21 are here. Students will be able to open all
of these in their Office 365 accounts.
We'd love to see and hear how students are getting on with these sessions, so feel free to email any
photographs or comments to your child's school base or you can send a Tweet to @TheMisbourne or
@MisbourneHead
Year 11 BTEC Music Event
As part of their coursework, our Year 11 BTEC Music students are working collaboratively to put on an
Online Music event. Please view their poster here. More information will follow nearer the time.

Career & Apprenticeship information
Free expert 1:1 careers guidance
Talking about taking their next step with a trained careers counsellor can help young people choose
which one's right for them. If your son or daughter is in Year 11, 12 or 13, you can arrange a free virtual
advice session (funded by The Careers & Enterprise Company) – now extended until the end of
February. Click here to book, call 01494 927137 or email info@bucksskillshub.org

Apprenticeships
8-14 February 2021 is National Apprenticeship Week. To find out more and bust the myths about
apprenticeships, book on to one of the Bucks Skills Hub apprenticeship talks next week:
An Introduction to Apprenticeships for Years 7-9

6 – 7pm, Tuesday 9 February 2021
•

What exactly is an apprenticeship?

•

Who should consider doing one?

•

Why are apprenticeships different to other post-16 routes?

•

What are the different levels of apprenticeships?

•

Where are vacancies publicised?

•

How does applying for an apprenticeship differ to applying for university?

Your introductory questions answered, plus hear direct from current apprentices. Click here to book
your free place
Finding and Applying for An Apprenticeship for Years 10-13
6 – 7.15pm, Wednesday 10 February 2021
•

What are the different levels of apprenticeship?

•

What does apprenticeship training look like?

•

Which industry sectors offer apprenticeships?

•

How do apprenticeship standards work?

•

What’s the application timeframe and how does it compare to UCAS?

Your in-depth questions answered plus top tips on:
•

How, when and where to apply

•

What employers are looking for

•

How to make a successful application

•

How to develop a professional online presence

Plus hear direct from current apprentices. Click here to book your free place

Wellbeing

This week we begin to think about our "new normal", which is very far from normal in ordinary human
terms. When people wear masks and actively keep their distance “it makes it harder to feel safe” (Dr
Dan Hughes, clinical psychologist). Physical distancing does not come naturally to us.
We find new ways of relating with each other and this could be PACE-ing ourselves - focusing on
Playfulness, Acceptance, Curiosity and Empathy. Being playful and exaggerating speech and movement
will build rapport. We need to be ready to ask questions - and listen to the answers. Above all, when we
demonstrate empathy, others know they are not alone.
Click here for a Self-Care Checklist: a little reminder of what we can do to look after ourselves

Take time to relax with these top tips

Year group-specific notices
YEAR 11
We are really pleased to again see so many of our Year 11 students choosing to apply to our Sixth Form
and most as their first choice again this year.
As the deadline has now closed, we will begin the process of analysing all applications to inform our
staffing, timetabling and option blocks.
Our intention is to offer guidance meetings and to confirm offers of places by the end of the Spring term.
If you still wish to apply but have not done so yet, please see our information about late applications, on
our website: Sixth Form Application Process 2021 - The Misbourne

YEAR 13
Following the national UCAS university admissions equal consideration deadline, our applicants must
now patiently await responses from all five universities and should not rush any decisions about
confirming Firm or Insurance places. Universities will begin to confirm offers and UCAS will contact
students about their next steps through the UCAS Track service. Mrs Cook remains the first point of
contact at school for advice (ccook@themisbourne.co.uk). We will guide students and families through
the next steps, including information about student finance, when they open.

Date for your Diary!

Is it time for wine? Well, it definitely will be on Thursday 18th February at 7.30pm ... 🍷
We’ve teamed up with the amazing The Online Wine Tasting Club and they’re hosting a virtual wine
tasting evening for us!
£4 from every ticket sale comes to the school so this is a fabulous fundraising event - tickets are limited
so don’t hang around, click on the link below to book:
https://onlinewinetasting.club/products/online-wine-tasting-raising-money-for-fotm-february-18th2021-7-30pm
FOTM GIFT GUIDE: a ticket would make a rather lovely Valentine’s gift 🍷

Community notices
HS2 Roadworks
There are further planned maintenance works to be aware of. Three phases of works, which are starting
on 8 - 26 February around the Link Road roundabout, the A413, the Link Road and the entrance to the
Buryfield. The work is to complete the roadworks carried out last year and to install new street lights.
We have been advised that the layout of traffic management lights and cones etc. will be similar to las t
year. More information is available here.
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