The Misbourne Families’ Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 6 July 2020
Welcome to our Families’ Bulletin. For more details regarding any of the information below, please click on the
links or visit our website: https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/601/newsletters

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Dear Families,
Is it just me or are we racing towards the end of the year at a rate of knots? It feels as though we have only just got
students back into school and before long we will be into the Summer break. We have now seen all of our Y10 and
Y12 students who have been able to attend and I have been really thrilled to see how well they have adjusted and
worked with their teachers. Attendance has also been excellent, which remains vitally important as we look forward to next year.
You will no doubt have seen in the news yesterday that the Government has now sent guidance to schools for
opening in September. At the core of the guidance is that all students will be returning to school full time and for
their full curriculum.
Whilst on the face of it that sounds like business as usual, there is much for us to consider to ensure this can be
achieved in as safe a way as possible. I will be spending time with staff next week looking at the guidance in detail
and starting to make preparations. Following on from that I will write to you all again so that you have a full understanding of what the start of term will look like and any changes that may be necessary to our already-published
Families Guidance Document.
I think the following quote from Roman philosopher, Seneca, sums up quite nicely where we are right now:
'Every new beginning comes from some other beginning’s end'.
Whilst the Government expectations seem like a new beginning, and you may have some questions or concerns
about everyone returning in September, you can take confidence in what we have learnt over these past few
months and the control measures we have put in place.
Our priorities are as they have always been, to provide a safe, stimulating, learning environment for all students.
We are very much looking forward to welcoming everyone back and for what we can achieve in the year ahead.

Ms Jo Meloni

Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher
Students who received a personalised message from Ms Meloni this week were
nominated for their outstanding effort in the following areas:

• Delivering excellent work in Science and Maths
• Making exceptional progress in History
• Maintaining an excellent attitude to all work set in Art & Photography
• Producing a fantastic PY project

If you would like to make us aware of something special that your child has
achieved while we are not in school, please email admin@themisbourne.co.uk

Job opportunity at The Misbourne
We are currently seeking to appoint a cover supervisor to join us in September. If you may be interested in working
at The Misbourne, or know someone who would value working school hours, term-time only, please do visit the
staff vacancies page of our website here for more details and an application form.

Travelling to school in September
Families are reminded that the deadline to apply for paid-for school transport is 6 July 2020. Click here to
access the information on the Buckinghamshire Council website.

Students are encouraged, where it is safe to do so, to walk or cycle to school. Not only is this good for
their health but it reduces pollution and congestion around the school and through Great Missenden.

Staff gifts
Some families have kindly enquired whether it is still possible for them to give staff gifts at the end of
term as they have in previous years. If you or your child would like to make a gift, it should be clearly
marked for the intended recipient and left in the dedicated box in reception. All gifts will be quarantined for 72 hours before being distributed to staff.

IT Tip of the Week
Learning how to create a slick presentation in PowerPoint is a valuable skill. Follow this guide for some
top tips: How to create a presentation in PowerPoint (app within Office 365)

Isolation Inspiration
Click here to read the latest issue of Isolation Inspiration from the Buckinghamshire Skills Hub, packed with tips and
advice about career choices.

Mindfulness
Please click on the image to learn how to use mindfulness
to be kind to yourself and others.

YEAR GROUP-SPECIFIC NOTICES
ALL YEAR GROUPS
School is open for the children of key worker families - A reminder that our school is open from 8.30am to
3.10pm each day, during term time, for the children of keyworker families. If families require this provision,
please email the school using the admin@themisbourne.co.uk address. In order to help us with our planning, we
ask that you let us know by 4pm each day if you require this provision for the following day. Alternatively, if you
require this provision for known blocks of time or for an extended period, please can you outline this in an email
to us as soon as possible and we will note your requirement and ensure that this provision is available for you.
Attendance - If a student is unwell and is therefore unable to complete any of the work set for them, please inform us via the attendance email: attendance@themisbourne.co.uk. This will enable us to inform the relevant
members of staff that your child will be unable to complete the work set during the time of their absence.
YEAR 11
Year 11 applicants to the Sixth Form: Thursday 9 July is the launch date for our Foundation Day video presentation. A link will be made available to all applicants to view the presentation which will answer a whole host of
questions that have been sent in by applicants.
SIXTH FORM
YEAR 12
We are encouraging all students to start writing their UCAS personal statement for university entry. Although we
will cover this with workshops in the early Autumn term, there is no reason why they can't start now! Here's
what they need to read:
1 - UCAS personal statement overview page including video and dos and don'ts
2 - One page guide summarising the above
3 - Personal statement writing frame worksheet
4 - Personal statement builder electronic widget (this requires a UCAS log on following these instructions to link
to the school).
YEAR 13
Starting higher education can be an exciting period of life with lots of fantastic opportunities ahead, but it can
also come with some challenges. Feeling nervous or apprehensive during the first few weeks at university is very
common and it may take some time to settle in. Ordinarily at this time of year our students would benefit from a
visit from MIND to talk to them about strategies for dealing with feelings of anxiety around starting university.
This year, these resources are available on our website in the Sixth Form Transition to Higher Education section.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
GREAT MISSENDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Please see below a notice from Great Missenden Parish Council about work to extend the Buryfield car
park, which is due to begin on 13 July.

GREAT MISSENDEN VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (GMVA)
Please see the following message from Anne Kaneko, Membership Secretary, GMVA:
Dear Member
It's great to see more and more people out and about in the village. Going into our lovely shops again is such a
joy. Have you tried Fan Fan pizza yet?
The Cross Keys and The Nags Head are planning to open on Saturday in line with government guidance. Origins is
going to wait a little longer. From Saturday, two households will be able to meet, either outdoors or inside, as
long as they keep a distance. There's a full explanation on the government's website:
what you can and can't do after 4 July
Although the Committee can't meet at the moment, you'll be pleased to know that GMVA is carrying on with its
work keeping an eye on HS2, Planning etc. One of our successes has been working with the Parish Council to
tackle the problem of litter on the Buryfield. The Council has now set up a rota of volunteers to remove litter at
the weekends.
Other news:
Parking Fees in the carparks will be reinstated from 1 August.
The Library has a 'Request and Collect' service. See Library section of Buckinghamshire Council website. All books
have been automatically renewed until 31 July.
Finally, if you think you've got the virus, get an early test. Either go to the government website or telephone 119.
And please look out for scams. Remember Test and Trace is free. You will not have to give bank details.
Keep well, from all at GMVA.

