The Misbourne Families’ Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 30 March 2020
Welcome to our families’ bulletin, for more details regarding any of the information below, please
click on the links or visit our website: https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/601/newsletters
HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
These past couple of weeks have truly been like no other. If you follow any of our twitter accounts
such as @TheMisbourne, @MisbourneHead or @misbournesixth, you will have seen some fantastic
photographs and messages about our last couple of days all together as one big community in
school, including our Year 11 and Year 13 students whose time at The Misbourne was brought to
such an untimely and abrupt end.
We may now not all be in school every day together or gathering at one of our many events
scheduled throughout the calendar year, but we want to ensure that we do all that we can to keep
our community together, students, staff and families.
We are doing this through the following ways:







Staff teams are maintaining regular contact with each other via video conferencing, email
etc. This will ensure that we are able to keep a track of home learning; continue to keep on
top of all of our other work, and really importantly to help us look out for one another whilst
many staff are juggling remote working with their own families and in some cases
illness/self-isolation.
Teachers and students are communicating via Show My Homework to support with learning.
Heads of Year are keeping in regular contact with families via School Comms and on a more
individual level for some students / families who may find this time more challenging than
others.
We will continue to send this Families Bulletin on a weekly basis, as well as our own internal
Staff Briefing.
We will also continue to share interesting, amusing, supportive updates via our Twitter
accounts and it has been great to see some families already sharing their own pictures and
stories back through this medium. We’d love to hear some positive stories around home
learning solutions. Or how you have got on with the daily Joe Wicks PE lessons? Or a new
skill you have taken up as a family? Or perhaps what books you are putting time aside to
read? Sign up for Twitter, follow our school accounts above and share your stories with us.

We continue to offer the option of opening up the school for children of key workers and for our
more vulnerable children as per the government guidance but I am pleased to say that the vast
majority of you have managed to find an alternative, safe solution and are keeping children at home.

Numbers coming into school have been very low so today the staff that were due to come in were
told to stay at home themselves.
We appreciate that families’ situations may change, due to shift patterns, illness affecting childcare
or perhaps some of you may have volunteered to support the NHS, therefore if you feel that you
might qualify for sending your child into school or would like to make a change to information you
have already shared via our survey, please contact admin@themisbourne.co.uk before sending your
child into school. I would like to minimise the number of staff coming onto the school site where
possible, so if we have no students booked in we will make the decision not to open the school by
5pm the previous day and will post this on our website.
We are currently unable to have someone on reception during school hours so if you would like to
speak to someone as a matter of urgency please follow the instructions on the voicemail, otherwise
you can continue to email us at admin@themisbourne.co.uk
Whilst we are all finding a new way of working and students are working hard on the learning set
by teachers, it is important to use some of the time you have for other things. Click on the image
below to watch a short film, which may just spark some ideas for our students and families.

I wish you all a week where we stay safe, well and look out for one another.

Ms Jo Meloni

Top Tips for Adjusting to Shared Remote Learning
For so many of us, including our students, remote learning is a totally new experience and after
speaking to lots of people who work from home we are learning this involves new routines requiring
self-motivation, structure and cupboards full of biscuits to hand! We acknowledge that no one family
set-up is the same and that our students will approach this new way of learning in as many different
ways as they are individual. We will do our best to strike a balance between the amount and type of
learning that is set, that supports families with the other priorities we know you are having to juggle,
whilst also continuing to engage students in their learning.
We hope the following will support our students in creating the ultimate home learning experience:
 There is no expectation that parents/carers suddenly become teachers – we have all trained
for years to teach – our aim is that students can access the work independently with some
encouraging smiles from those around them. We know that this is more difficult for students
who usually receive additional support in school and welcome feedback from families where
additional help may be required.
 Students o Consider where you are working. Try to have your own space that you set up at the
start of the day and pack away at the end so that there is work and family life space.
o Have all of your equipment around you and keep organised.
o Have a space you can escape to for some free time – it will be important to take
plenty of breaks
o Look after your posture as we are more used to walking around the school building
and not sitting in chairs all day.
o Try to avoid the TV or electronic gaming until the end of the day – if the day starts
with these, it can be difficult to get motivated to work.
o Make the most of the breaks by getting some fresh air, a drink and a snack.


Families –
o Start the day by talking through your plans and times in the day the adults need
some quiet or privacy for their work – that way you can avoid arguments and get
your own work completed.
o Create your own family routines that work for all of you and display these and be
prepared to adapt them – noticing what works and what clearly doesn’t!
o Talk to each other – take the opportunity to live as a family and learn new things
about each other.
o Try and find 5 minutes each day to talk about what worked well and what didn’t and
adjust for the next day.



Learning doesn’t need to be constrained to the work plan we have set – think creatively,
watch documentaries, be creative, play music, dance and explore what makes us all love
learning.
Stay in touch with us. We will continue to review our Remote Learning procedures and
support students and families to access the learning. Do not hesitate to contact us, tell us
what is working, what isn’t working on admin@themisbourne.co.uk



#TeamMisbourne – we’re in this together!

WHOLE SCHOOL:
CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
The Department of Education continue to share advice and guidance with all schools. Please click on
the following link for the latest information on COVID-19: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
All letters from the Headteacher surrounding this situation can be found on our website or by clicking
here.
We are currently open for the children of key workers where there is no-one else with parental
responsibility who is themselves not a key worker, and they wish for the school to look after them.
If you have not previously requested care for your child in line with the Governments Key Worker list
and believe that you now require it please contact admin@themisbourne.co.uk ahead of sending your
child into school.
New Staff Appointments
We would like to welcome the following new staff to The Misbourne:
Mrs E Griffiths – HR, Recruitment and Compliance Officer
Mrs L Brogan – Communication & Events Officer
Home learning Teacher Availability
There may be occasions where a member of staff is unable to set work and communicate with
students, due to factors such as illness. When this situation arises we will post a message on the Show
My Homework 'Notice Board' stating which member of staff is currently unavailable and their subject
area.
If you have any concerns about work not being set for your child for a particular subject, please can we
ask you to check the Notice Board before contacting us. You can view notices via your own Show My
Homework account or via your child's.

*IMPORTANT NOTICE*
Accessing Remote Learning on Show My Homework (SMHW)
In order for us to communicate with students and to monitor and receive their work, we need all
students to be logged in to Show My Homework on their own accounts rather than just accessing the
public school homework calendar.
Please can you check that your child is able to login to Show My Homework with their username and
password and alert us via admin@themisbourne.co.uk if they have any difficulties.
Please click here for a useful guide on how to upload completed work onto Show My Homework.
Logging in as a parent – please click here if you are struggling to log in.
Logging in as a student – please click here if you are struggling to log in.

Remote Learning Resources
Please click here to view some useful remote learning resources.
Reading Lists
You can find reading list for Years 7-11 on the school website. These are subject specific and feature a list
of key words and topics for every page.
Whilst some course textbooks are listed, this selection encourages reading a variety of sources around
the subjects in curriculum areas.
Download these from the bottom of our library page: https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/556/the-library

IT Tip of the Week
All students have Office 365 accounts that give them access to Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.
Families do not need to have Microsoft Office software on their computers as student accounts give free
access to the online versions.
However, some families have reported difficulties getting SMHW documents such as PowerPoints to
open up.
We are therefore asking all teachers to post PDF versions of files to overcome this problem, as these will
open on any computer, or as weblink to OneDrive documents that will open up straight into Office 365.
Anyone can download an Office document file from SMHW to their computer and then upload it into the
student’s OneDrive. The document will then open up in their Office 365 online software.
We appreciate that this is a learning curve for many families and we are really impressed with how well
the students are doing so far.

Mindfulness
Please click here to view a document about Mindful Eating.

YEAR GROUP SPECIFIC NOTICES
YEAR 7 – Miss C Owen
I hope you are all keeping well. During these unprecedented times it is so important that we can all rely upon
each other so I urge families to continue to be in contact with each other (not face-to-face) and check in on
each other to ensure that we keep everyone's spirits up. Year 7 and The Misbourne in general is such a
community and let's make sure that community spirit continues during these really trying times.
Please ensure that students are continuing to complete their work, set via SMHW, I am monitoring this and will
be in contact if I see that some students may need extra support. Please continue to submit all your work via
SMHW to allow teachers to give feedback, where necessary. Please do contact me via
admin@themisbourne.co.uk if you have any questions.
Finally- please stay safe and enjoy your time together as a family.

FOTM Year 7 Disco – 23 April 2020
This has been postponed due to the COVID-19 situation.

YEAR 8 – Miss L Rowe
This term all students in Year 8 have participated in taster lessons in all subjects offered at Key Stage 4. These
lessons allowed teachers to explain what each GCSE course will involve and helped students begin to consider
their choices for the next stage of their educational journey. Students in Year 8 had many opportunities to
discuss these choices with subject teachers as well as their form tutors. During March all of our Year 8's had a
one to one conversation with a member of our Senior Leadership Team or their Head of Year, Miss Rowe. This
support has allowed them to understand more about the content of the courses we offer as well as providing
further and more specific guidance to them all individually.
Being Head of Year to this cohort of students is a real pleasure. Being able to see them grow and develop each
day, not only academically, but also personally, is the reason I value and enjoy what I do so much. I am able to
support our students through such an important time in their education and lives, allowing them to make
guided choices, which will continue them on their educational journey. I look forward to continuing this
journey with them all.

FOTM Year 8 Disco – 19 March 2020
This has been postponed due to the COVID-19 situation.

YEAR 9 – Mr J Baxter
I hope you are all keeping well during these uncertain times. As ever, if there is any support or guidance that
you or your son/daughter need over these next few weeks then please do let me know. My fantastic form
tutors and myself will do everything we possibly can to support students. Teachers are constantly updating
SMHW with relevant work for students and students can also ask questions directly to the teacher on SMHW.
At these times I believe that some physical exercise each day is vitally important and will really help students
and families.
Year 9 are a fantastic year group and students will, I have no doubt, continue to do really well.

YEAR 10 – Miss K Hill
This is just a quick message to say how honoured I am to be the head of your child's year group. I truly am so
proud of this amazing year group with all the inspiring accomplishments they have achieved this academic
year. To have had it cut so short is devastating to me, as I am sure (hope) it is to them. There were so many
plans for them over the coming months which will now need to be put on hold until we know what is
happening. Please rest assured, they will not miss out on anything of importance.
I really do hope that we will be back again before the summer holidays! In the meantime, if there is anything
you need or questions you may have, please do let me know and I will do my best to help you during this
difficult and uncertain time.

YEAR GROUP SPECIFIC NOTICES (contd.)
YEAR 11 – Mr L Casserley
Hopefully you have recovered from an emotional final day, last week. I was so impressed with how you dealt
with the challenging situation. As I said in my speech last week, I have really enjoyed being your Head of Year
over the last couple of years and it was tough to say goodbye.
In regards to GCSEs, we know that you will have concerns regarding how qualifications will be awarded. We
will inform you as soon as we receive information from the Department of Education.
Hopefully you are using your time effectively, completing work set by teachers and completing outstanding
coursework.
Please remember the seriousness of why we are not at school and what the Prime Minister has said; stay at
home, help the NHS and save lives.
Look after yourselves and your families, we will hopefully back to normal soon.

Year 11 Destination Surveys
Please can all Year 11 complete 2 intended destination surveys to help the County Council and The Misbourne
plan the education provision going forward.
Internal data – please click here to submit your destination survey.
Bucks County Council survey – please click here to submit your information for County.

SIXTH FORM – Mr D Dwight
Form tutors have started sending out weekly emails to touch base with all students in their forms. Mr Dwight
will be posting a Hot Topic Wednesday vote and a Thursday quiz on @misbourneheadofsixth plus we are
looking at sharing a regular podcast assembly to students via email.

YEAR 13
Year 13 Examinations Letter
Please click here to view a letter sent to all Year 13 students this week.

Year 13 Destination Survey
Please click here to complete your Destination Survey
Please click here for guidance on setting up your LinkedIn profiles.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
The Misbourne 5K & 10K Trail Run – 20 June 2020
Given the ongoing situation with the coronavirus outbreak, we have had to make the difficult decision to cancel
The Misbourne 5k/10k Trail Run and 2k Fun Run this year. While we very much hope that things may have
returned to some semblance of normality by June, we have had to take into account the changing priorities of
the school, our sponsors and the wider community. We are planning to hold the event at a similar time in June
2021 and will let you know the date in due course. If you have already entered, we will defer your entry to next
year. Many thanks for your understanding in these extraordinary circumstances.
Youth Concern
YOUTH CONCERN IS STILL OPEN!

(In fact, we’re open on more days and for more hours than normal!)
Although we won’t be opening our drop-in centre on Whitehill Lane in Aylesbury until further notice, we’ve
launched a new triage service. Any 13-25 year old is welcome to call us on 01296 431183 to speak to a friendly
member of our team. They’ll be able to chat with a youth worker or counsellor 1:1 by phone or via a safe
platform of their choice.
We’re here for young people who need
 Counselling
 Emergency accommodation / are at risk of homelessness
 Information about education, employment, housing, welfare, sexual health, addition.
We also have big plans afoot to run a number of new virtual services:
 Podcasts
 Live streaming
 Music sessions
And more! Watch this space! www.youthconcern.org.uk . But most of all, please encourage young people to call
us on 01296 431183 Mon-Fri 10am-5pm.

GMVA – Great British Clean Up!
The Great Missenden Village Association (GMVA) has decided to postpone the Great British Clean Up on 28
March 2020. A new date will be communicated in due course.
HS2 – Notice of Works around Great Missenden
We have received an updated document from Fusion, HS2 contractors. Please click here to read the document
in full.
Great Missenden Village Fete – 21 June 2020
Please find a flyer at the end of this bulletin

COMMUNITY NOTICES (cont)
The Friends of the Misbourne SPRING RAFFLE
We have decided to postpone the Spring Raffle draw until school is open again for all pupils - if you have
already returned your stubs and monies (thank you!) then they’ll be kept safe until that time, and if you
haven’t then we’ll let you know when we’re back up and running so you can still have time to enter!
Thank you so much for continued support and if you have any questions or queries, need more raffle tickets,
or have any ideas for our future fundraising then please do head over to our Facebook page or send us an
email - misbournepta@hotmail.co.uk
May we also take this opportunity to say a massive thank you to all front-line parents and staff who are
working tirelessly to keep us all safe. THANK YOU!

