The Misbourne Families’ Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 27 April 2020
Welcome to our Families’ Bulletin. For more details regarding any of the information below, please
click on the links or visit our website: https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/601/newsletters
HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Please click here to view a letter that Ms Meloni sent to all families this week welcoming everyone
back for the start of the Summer term.

Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher
It is clear that many students are making excellent efforts with their
learning despite the strange circumstances and we have had some
impressive nominations for Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher this
week. As we cannot meet, Ms Meloni has sent a personalised message
to each student.
Nomination reasons this week include:
-

Going above and beyond in developing practical skills during
school closure (9DMG – GS, SS, LK)
Demonstrating tenacity and perseverance to complete work
in exceptional circumstances (TR – 9GIN; KW – 10RWL; CM –
10DMC; GT – 10EFL; RB – 10DMC; SC – 10RWL; LC – 10RCL;
OH – 10SLI; SC -10ABL and EH – 10SLI)

If you would like to make us aware of something special that your child has achieved during the
time that we are not in school, please email admin@themisbourne.co.uk

Easter Challenges
We had some wonderful entries from Year 7 and 8 students to our Easter egg art challenge. Miss Whitfield
would like to thank all the students that participated for their fabulous efforts.
Similarly, students in Years 9 and 10 produced some mouth-watering Hot Cross Buns for their creative Easter
challenge. Well done to everyone who took part! The delicious-looking entries below were baked by
George S, Owen M and Sam S in Year 9 and Eleanor H, Ryan B and George T in Year 10.

Coronavirus Update
Buckinghamshire Family Information Service has pulled together a very useful list of Health and Well-being
services and organisations that are available to support you and your family through this period. This can
be accessed by clicking here. It has also developed a Family Well-being Information Pack – please click here
to view it.
The Department of Education continues to share advice and guidance with all schools. Please click on the
following link for the latest information on COVID-19: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
All letters from the Headteacher surrounding this situation can be found on our website or by clicking here.
We are currently open for the children of key workers where there is no-one else with parental
responsibility who is themselves not a key worker, and they wish for the school to look after them.
If you have not previously requested care for your child in line with the Government’s Key Worker list and
believe that you now require it, please contact admin@themisbourne.co.uk ahead of sending your child
into school.

Accessing Remote Learning on Show My Homework (SMHW)
In order for us to communicate with students and to monitor and receive their work, we need all
students to be logged in to Show My Homework on their own accounts rather than just accessing the
public school homework calendar.
Please can you check that your child is able to login to Show My Homework with their username and
password and alert us via admin@themisbourne.co.uk if they have any difficulties.
Please click here for a useful guide on how to upload completed work onto Show My Homework.
Logging in as a parent – please click here if you are struggling to log in.
Logging in as a student – please click here if you are struggling to log in.

Adjusting to shared remote learning
As it looks likely that remote learning will be continuing for the next few weeks at least, we thought it
may be helpful to remind students of our top tips for effective home working:
o
o
o
o
o
o

Consider where you are working. Try to have your own space that you set up at the start
of the day and pack away at the end.
Have all of your equipment around you and keep organised.
Have a space you can escape to for some free time – take plenty of breaks.
Make the most of the breaks by getting some fresh air, a drink and a snack.
Look after your posture.
Try to avoid the TV or electronic gaming until the end of the day.



Learning doesn’t need to be constrained to the work plan we have set – think creatively, watch
documentaries, be creative, play music, dance and explore what makes us all love learning.



Stay in touch with us. We will continue to review our Remote Learning procedures and support
students and families to access the learning. Do not hesitate to contact us to tell us what is
working and what isn’t working on admin@themisbourne.co.uk
#TeamMisbourne – we’re in this together!

IT & Home Study Tip of the Week
Click here to watch a helpful video from the Education Endowment Foundation about how to support
a home study routine.
A family wall chart based on the video is available here.

Remote Learning Resources
There is a wealth of online learning and well-being resources freely available at the moment. We are
constantly reviewing these - please click here to view our latest list of useful remote learning resources.

*Online Resource of the Week*
For the duration of school closure, Audible has made all of its children’s books free to stream. Visit
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen

Mindfulness
Please click here to learn about how mindful breathing can help you to relax and refocus.

YEAR GROUP-SPECIFIC NOTICES
ALL YEAR GROUPS
Attendance - If a student is unwell and is therefore unable to complete any of the work set for them, please
inform us via the attendance email: attendance@themisbourne.co.uk. This will enable us to inform the
relevant members of staff that your child will be unable to complete the work set during the time of their
absence.

Sports Tour – Mr Baxter
Please click here to read a notice from Mr Baxter concerning the Sports Tour in May half term.
Changes to free school meal eligibility
The Government has introduced a temporary extension to the free school meal eligibility to include some
children of groups who have no recourse to public funds. These groups are:
 children of Zambrano carers
 children of families with no recourse to public funds with a right to remain in the UK on grounds of
private and family life under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights
 children of families receiving support under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989 who are also subject
to a no recourse to public funds restriction
These groups are also subject to a maximum household earnings threshold of £7,400 per annum.
It is also temporarily extending eligibility to children of a subset of failed asylum seekers supported under
Section 4 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. This group is not subject to a maximum household
earnings threshold.
Please click here for further details and to find out if you meet the criteria. If you feel you meet the criteria
then please contact the school via admin@themisbourne.co.uk

YEAR 10 - In light of the current circumstances, we have decided to postpone the Year 10 exams to allow
students to focus on their home learning.
YEAR 11 – Ofqual, the Government body responsible for examinations, has released updated guidance
regarding how all exams will be graded this Summer for Year 11 students. Please click here to read the
latest information.
We are planning to telephone all Year 11 students over the two-week period from Monday 4th to Friday
15th May to support Sixth Form applications and guide all students in their next steps. We will be
scheduling this next week so please look out for a letter home with more information.

SIXTH FORM – Mr D Dwight
YEAR 12 - In light of the current circumstances, we have decided to postpone the Year 12 exams to allow
students to focus on their home learning.
YEAR 13 – Ofqual, the Government body responsible for examinations, has released updated guidance
regarding how all exams will be graded this Summer for Year 13 students. Please click here to read the
latest information.
Look out for our Motivational May calendar of suggested activities next week, which will be sent by email
and published on the website.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Message to parents from the NHS
Use of health services during COVID
Please remember, A&E services and your GP practice are still open during the coronavirus outbreak.
GP surgeries are not allowing patients to book face to face appointments directly at the moment, to help
stop the spread of the virus. They are, however, more than happy to discuss your case over the phone
and to offer advice and guidance. In some cases they may be able to consult by video link, using mobile
phones. If clinically appropriate, they can invite you to attend the surgery for an appointment at an
arranged time.
It is really important to stay well at this difficult time, so please contact your GP surgery if your child is
poorly with any symptoms that cause you concern. With so much attention on coronavirus at the
moment, we are aware you may be concerned your child has a different illness or may be living with a
worrying condition like asthma or diabetes.
So, if you are worried, please call your surgery to arrange a telephone consultation, or you can use the
AskNHS app to book a call-back if you are 16 or over. This parent information form, produced by Barts
Health and North-East London STP, gives very useful advice on when to use services like GPs, pharmacists,
A&E and 999.
All your health service staff are still there for you, even though they are having to do things a little
differently. Please don't be afraid to use them if you are concerned about your child's health.

The Autism Teaching Company
Please find a flyer at the end of this Bulletin about specialist support sessions and workshops being
provided by the Autism Teaching Company.

HS2
Please click here to read a notice of works from HS2.

