The Misbourne Families’ Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 20 April 2020
Welcome to our families’ bulletin, for more details regarding any of the information below, please
click on the links or visit our website: https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/601/newsletters
HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Before we all take a moment to catch our breaths over the Easter break, I wanted to take the
opportunity to say a huge thank you and well done. I know that both working from home and trying
to juggle 'encouragement' and support for children working from home cannot have been easy
these past couple of weeks but we have all risen to that challenge. In doing so, it has meant that our
students are still managing to engage in learning, still maintaining communication with their
teachers and tutors and still feel part of our community, albeit a little more remote than before.
We have taken some time this week to review our Remote Learning Guidance, taking on board
feedback from both families and staff and continuing to develop ways in which we can support some
of those students and families for whom remote working is particularly troublesome and for those
who are usually given additional support when in school. Staff will be in touch with individual
families and we will send through a revised Remote Learning Guidance after the Easter break.
Staff will not be setting any new work for the next two weeks, so it may provide a good opportunity
for some students to catch up if they have been unwell or struggled to get through all of the work
already set. Most of all I hope that you get some time over the Easter holidays to spend time as a
family, take a break from work and recharge the batteries.
I wish you all a holiday where we stay safe, well and look out for one another.

Ms Jo Meloni

Please click here to view a letter about Summer 2020 grades for GCSE and A levels

Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher
Over the last week or so several students have been nominated for Hot Chocolate with the
Headteacher. As we cannot meet as usual Ms Meloni has sent a personalised message to each
student. Nomination reasons this week include:
-

Young Enterprise team, EatCo, for being awarded Best Overall Company Winner at the
Chiltern Trade Fair. (Year 12 – AB, BH, LCF, FS, EC, TC, MB, PD, K-SQ)
For excellent work ethic in lessons and for effort with revision in Science (HP – 11MEN and ES
– 11HUG)
For working hard to maintain focus in class and in SEND, showing resilience by coming into
school and working well as part of a team in lessons (AH – 8STO)

We really enjoy celebrating student’s exceptional personal achievements and will continue to do so in
the summer term. If you would like to make us aware of something special that your child has
achieved during the time that we are not in school, please email admin@themisbourne.co.uk

Top Tips for Adjusting to Shared Remote Learning
For so many of us, including our students, remote learning is a totally new experience and after
speaking to lots of people who work from home we are learning this involves new routines requiring
self-motivation, structure and cupboards full of biscuits! We acknowledge that no one family set-up
is the same and that our students will approach this new way of learning in as many different ways as
they are individual. We will do our best to strike a balance between the amount and type of learning
that is set, that supports families with the other priorities we know you are having to juggle, whilst
also continuing to engage students in their learning.
We hope the following will support our students in creating the ultimate home learning experience:
 There is no expectation that parents/carers suddenly become teachers – we have all trained
for years to teach – our aim is that students can access the work independently with some
encouraging smiles from those around them. We know that this is more difficult for students
who usually receive additional support in school and welcome feedback from families where
additional help may be required.
 Students:
o Consider where you are working. Try to have your own space that you set up at the
start of the day and pack away at the end so that there is work and family life space.
o Have all of your equipment around you and keep organised.
o Have a space you can escape to for some free time – it will be important to take
plenty of breaks
o Look after your posture as we are more used to walking around the school building
and not sitting in chairs all day.
o Try to avoid the TV or electronic gaming until the end of the day – if the day starts
with these, it can be difficult to get motivated to work.
o Make the most of the breaks by getting some fresh air, a drink and a snack.


Families:
o Start the day by talking through your plans and times in the day the adults need
some quiet or privacy for their work – that way you can avoid arguments and get
your own work completed.
o Create your own family routines that work for all of you and display these and be
prepared to adapt them – noticing what works and what clearly doesn’t!
o Talk to each other – take the opportunity to live as a family and learn new things
about each other.
o Try and find 5 minutes each day to talk about what worked well and what didn’t and
adjust for the next day.



Learning doesn’t need to be constrained to the work plan we have set – think creatively,
watch documentaries, be creative, play music, dance and explore what makes us all love
learning.
Stay in touch with us. We will continue to review our Remote Learning procedures and
support students and families to access the learning. Do not hesitate to contact us, tell us
what is working, what isn’t working on admin@themisbourne.co.uk



#TeamMisbourne – we’re in this together!

WHOLE SCHOOL:
CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
The Department of Education continues to share advice and guidance with all schools. Please click on
the following link for the latest information on COVID-19: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
All letters from the Headteacher surrounding this situation can be found on our website or by clicking
here.
We are currently open for the children of key workers where there is no-one else with parental
responsibility who is themselves not a key worker, and they wish for the school to look after them.
If you have not previously requested care for your child in line with the Governments Key Worker list
and believe that you now require it please contact admin@themisbourne.co.uk ahead of sending your
child into school.
Home learning Teacher Availability
There may be occasions where a member of staff is unable to set work and communicate with
students, due to factors such as illness. When this situation arises we will post a message on the Show
My Homework 'Notice Board' stating which member of staff is currently unavailable and their subject
area.
If you have any concerns about work not being set for your child for a particular subject, please can we
ask you to check the Notice Board before contacting us. You can view notices via your own Show My
Homework account or via your child's.

*IMPORTANT NOTICE*
Accessing Remote Learning on Show My Homework (SMHW)
In order for us to communicate with students and to monitor and receive their work, we need all
students to be logged in to Show My Homework on their own accounts rather than just accessing the
public school homework calendar.
Please can you check that your child is able to login to Show My Homework with their username and
password and alert us via admin@themisbourne.co.uk if they have any difficulties.
Please click here for a useful guide on how to upload completed work onto Show My Homework.
Logging in as a parent – please click here if you are struggling to log in.
Logging in as a student – please click here if you are struggling to log in.

Remote Learning Resources
Please click here to view some useful remote learning resources.
Reading Lists
You can find reading list for Years 7-11 on the school website. These are subject specific and feature a list
of key words and topics for every page.
Whilst some course textbooks are listed, this selection encourages reading a variety of sources around
the subjects in curriculum areas.
Download these from the bottom of our library page: https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/556/the-library

IT Tip of the Week
We are in the process of reviewing feedback from teachers, students and families on how the remote
learning is working and we will post updated video guidance at the start of the summer term.
In the meantime please can any students without Show My Homework logins contact their Head of Year.
It is really important that all students can log on to their individual account as this allows them to
comment back to teachers, see their teacher feedback and for us to monitor and support all students.

Mindfulness
Please click here to view an activity that can be shared with the family.
Click here for a story written by Carol Gray who devised the concept of Social Stories. This story has been
recommended for students with anxiety.

Wellbeing and Safeguarding
We understand that the current significant changes to the way we are living, studying and working may
lead to increased stress and anxiety. Being isolated can create challenges when everyone is thrown
together in this way for extended periods of time. This can lead to conflict and safeguarding concerns.
Kooth.com offers free, safe and anonymous online help and counselling for young people who need
support with mental health, anxiety and worries. Kooth can be contacted via mobile phone, desktop or
tablet. There are also related articles that have been written by young people about their own
experiences. Kooth is open Monday to Fridays 12.00pm to 10.00pm and on Saturday and Sunday from
6.00pm to 10.00pm.
If you have any concerns regarding domestic abuse among family or friends this link offers valuable
advice.
Staying Safe Online
Due to all of the changes that are currently taking place, students and families may find themselves
online far more than they previously were. Whilst there are a huge number of positives to be found
online we also need to ensure that students and families stay safe in an online world. This can relate to a
number of issues such as age-appropriate content being accessed to proper use of social media.
We would advise families to discuss what is being accessed online and through social media to ensure
young people are safe and acting appropriately online. Families may want to consider checking internet
filters with their service providers and limiting internet access at agreed times. Students need to
remember that people are not always who they say they are online.
If you have any concerns then please see the following useful websites Childline
CEOP
The school is still providing remote safeguarding advice and support where it is needed.
If you are concerned about yourself as a student, your family or any child, please contact either:
safeguarding@themisbourne.co.uk (for Misbourne students and families)
Bucks Social care (01296 383962) or
NSPCC (help@nspcc.org.uk, 0808 800 5000
In a genuine emergency always ring 999

YEAR GROUP SPECIFIC NOTICES
All Year Groups - Teachers will not be setting work over the Easter holidays. This will give students the
opportunity to catch up on work already set, read a good book and please, relax, rest up and have fun!
On return after the Easter holidays - If a student is unwell and is therefore unable to complete work any of the
work set for them, please inform us via the attendance email: attendance@themisbourne.co.uk

YEAR 7 & 8 – Easter Art Competition
Details and instructions will be on SHHW on Monday for Year 7 and Year 8. Students can take a photograph of
their eggs and submit them on Show My Homework. Please click here to view the competition poster.

YEAR 11 – Mr L Casserley
Year 11 Destination Surveys
Please can all Year 11 complete 2 intended destination surveys to help the County Council and The Misbourne
plan the education provision going forward.
Internal data – please click here to submit your destination survey.
Bucks County Council survey – please click here to submit your information for County.

SIXTH FORM – Mr D Dwight
YEAR 12 & 13
We request that students use their Show My Homework logins to submit work and communicate through
comments to their teachers unless they have been instructed otherwise within the SMHW instructions. We
have sent new log in details to students that have not been logging on with their account. This is preferable to
students accessing through the open SMHW calendar so that teachers can provide feedback and we can
monitor and support all students to work remotely as well as possible.

Year 13 Examinations Letter
Please click here to view a letter sent to all Year 13 students this week.

Year 13 Destination Survey
Please click here to complete your Destination Survey
Please click here for guidance on setting up your LinkedIn profiles.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
The Misbourne 5K & 10K Trail Run – 20 June 2020
Given the ongoing situation with the coronavirus outbreak, we have had to make the difficult decision to cancel
The Misbourne 5k/10k Trail Run and 2k Fun Run this year. While we very much hope that things may have
returned to some semblance of normality by June, we have had to take into account the changing priorities of
the school, our sponsors and the wider community. We are planning to hold the event at a similar time in June
2021 and will let you know the date in due course. If you have already entered, we will defer your entry to next
year. Many thanks for your understanding in these extraordinary circumstances.
Youth Concern
YOUTH CONCERN IS STILL OPEN!

(In fact, we’re open on more days and for more hours than normal!)
Although we won’t be opening our drop-in centre on Whitehill Lane in Aylesbury until further notice, we’ve
launched a new triage service. Any 13-25 year old is welcome to call us on 01296 431183 to speak to a friendly
member of our team. They’ll be able to chat with a youth worker or counsellor 1:1 by phone or via a safe
platform of their choice.
We’re here for young people who need
 Counselling
 Emergency accommodation / are at risk of homelessness
 Information about education, employment, housing, welfare, sexual health, addiction.
We also have big plans afoot to run a number of new virtual services:
 Podcasts
 Live streaming
 Music sessions
And more! Watch this space! www.youthconcern.org.uk . But most of all, please encourage young people to call
us on 01296 431183 Mon-Fri 10am-5pm.
HS2 – Notice of Works around Great Missenden
We have received an updated document from Fusion, HS2 contractors. Please click here to read the document
in full.
Great Missenden Village Fete – 21 June 2020
Please find a flyer at the end of this bulletin. We will keep you updated as to whether this event is still able to
go ahead.

