The Misbourne Families’ Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 18 May 2020
Welcome to our Families’ Bulletin. For more details regarding any of the information below, please click on the
links or visit our website: https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/601/newsletters

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
Please click here to read a letter from Ms Meloni that has been sent to all families.

Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher
This week Ms Meloni has sent a personalised message to the following students
in recognition of their Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher nominations for
their outstanding efforts, which included:
 Completing extension tasks / extra test papers (Yr 10—BD, CB, MT)
 Displaying an exceptional attitude to home learning in lockdown (Yr 7—GC,

TS, JS, IW, TR; Yr8—BSV, JJ, AO, CC, NT; Yr9—TR, RT, WB, SS; Yr10—JF, DW,
YM)
 Making an excellent effort in English (Yr9—WB, AW; Yr 10—MW, AP)
 Creating fantastic PY work (Yr7—CR, IW, JS; Yr9—SW)
 Dedication to Biology work (Yr12—PC, DS)

If you would like to make us aware of something special that your child has
achieved while we are not in school, please email admin@themisbourne.co.uk

Keeping creative
At a time when students are being asked to study via screens more than ever before, it is important that they also
continue to explore creative outlets in their learning.
Mrs Whitfield reports that, in Art and Design, Year 8 students are undertaking a project on the subject of insects in
response to Montreal-based artist Raku Inoue. He was inspired by ikabana, a traditional style of Japanese flower
arranging. With the gardens and hedgerows currently full of foliage and flowers blooming it was an ideal task. The
Year 8s really embraced the challenge and produced some beautiful work.

Year 9 PY Success!
Over the last few weeks, Year 9 PY students have been working on a guided project to support the depth of their
knowledge about key religions that they will come across throughout their GCSE course. As part of this guided project, students look at the core beliefs, celebrations and practices of Muslims, Christians and Buddhists. Not only
this, but students choose a famous person to study who identifies from each faith e.g. Libby Lane (the world’s first
female bishop), Francis Collins (The director and founder of the Human Genome project), Muhammad Ali (Boxer,
activist, and philanthropist), Malala Yousafzai (Nobel Peace Prize award winner), Orlando Bloom (Actor who identifies as Buddhist), Steve Jobs (Founder of Apple who identified as Buddhist) and the Dali Lama, to name a few - to
see how their faith has impacted on their fame, lifestyle and careers.
One very diligent PY student took it upon herself to get some first-hand evidence to support her project and managed to get into contact with Libby Lane. She asked Libby Lane how it felt knowing that she was the first female
bishop in the world and what being Christian has meant to her.
Libby Lane replied very quickly stating that being the first female bishop the world has ever seen was not only a success for her, it was a sign of hope for modernity within the Church and for all women and girls who are denied opportunity and access around the world because of discrimination against their gender. It was a real step in equality
and a poignant moment in history!
This contact from a world-leading practitioner is an outstanding success and goes to demonstrate how much of an
impact the areas of study across the PY course are relevant to the wider society. The feedback from the students
regarding this project has been really positive and some of the projects have been truly outstanding! We look forward to seeing them being presented back in school when we can.
Miss Perry

Celebrating VE Day
Students in Years 7 and 8 pulled out all
the stops to create fabulous designs in
Art in celebration of the 75th Anniversary of VE Day last Friday.

Similarly, Year 9 students baked delicious-looking VE Day-inspired cakes as
part of their Food Preparation and
Nutrition studies. Here are just some
examples of their work.

Year 9 VE Day celebration cakes

Lockdown literacy
Earlier this year, students in years 7-9 completed a literacy survey for the National Literacy Trust.
The students have been / will be asked via ‘Show My Homework’ to complete another survey (before 29 May) as
the Literacy Trust is interested in the impact of ‘Lockdown’ on reading and literacy. It is also interested in family
views this time around and therefore I would ask you if you can spare about 10-15 minutes to answer 23 questions
via this link. Your help with this interesting survey is much appreciated.
Ms Weller

Student Careers Survey 2020
Each year we ask students to complete the attached survey so that we can understand what students would like us
to focus upon and how to improve the careers guidance and education we provide. Using the analysis of last year’s
survey results, the Head Boy organised a successful selection of industry assemblies where Year 8 students could
choose which session to attend. To complete this year’s survey, please click here. The survey will close on 22 May.
Mrs Hill

Mindfulness
Please click here to learn how to relax and release tension with a 10-minute body scan.

Focus on Mental Health
As we near the end of Mental Health Awareness Week 2020, our SEND team has compiled the third in its series
of fantastic Mental Health Activity booklets. Packed full of tips and games to help you and your family focus on
your mental wellbeing, it’s well worth a read. Download this latest Mental Health Awareness Booklet here.
This booklet, together with a wealth of other mental health and wellbeing information, is available on the Wellbeing page of our website, here.

The importance of a good night’s sleep
Sleep is crucial to our mental and physical wellbeing. Click here for an insight into the ways in which sleep benefits us and tips on how to ensure we get enough.

Healthy home learning routine
Consistent routines are important for behaviour and wellbeing in school and recently our routines at home have
changed significantly. Routines support behaviour and you will be finding a new rhythm with your family. Click
here for a checklist that you may like to print out and share with your child to help them plan their new daily
routine.

Learning the Language of Resilience
In the most recent TES Wellbeing Webinar Series, there was a session on useful phrases to use when you want to
build resilience in children. Resilience is about bouncing back from challenges and recovering from setbacks. Ideally, the obstacles in our life prepare us to be stronger, finer human beings. Sometimes trying to find the right
words when you are responding to your child’s emotions, when they are going through a difficult time or have
experienced a setback is difficult. Click here to access two posters that provide examples of some useful phrases
to reframe the way you respond to common situations. The Wellbeing Webinars take place every Tuesday at
2pm and registration is free: https://pages.classcharts.com/webinar.

Remote learning
Safe use of video conferencing apps
We recognise that many of our students are using video conferencing apps to communicate at this time. Two of
the most popular are Houseparty and Zoom. While these apps provide a fantastic means for keeping in touch, it is
important that students use them correctly to ensure their own safety. Please click on these links to access two
family guides to how to use Houseparty and Zoom safely.
A family guide to Houseparty
A family guide to Zoom

IT & Home Study Tip of the Week
For families that have been using the popular Zoom app for personal video conferencing but have been frustrated by the 40-minute time limit for most users, the lesser-known Google Meets is now free and offers video
meetings for multiple participants of unlimited duration. https://meet.google.com/ (It does involve signing up to
a free google account).
In terms of innovation in remote learning, the school is working hard with its IT support providers to fully explore
the capability of Microsoft Teams and Microsoft OneNote Class Notebook for teachers and students over the
coming months.

*Online Resource of the Week*
The Association for Science Education (ASE) has a list of competitions and activities to get students involved in
science from home for ages 4-18, so something for our students as well as any younger siblings they may have.
There are a wide range of activities from writing short stories to drawing, taking photographs or making short
movies. Click here to access the ASE’s website.

Remote Learning Resources
There is a wealth of online learning and well-being resources freely available at the moment. We are constantly
reviewing these - please click here to view our latest list of useful remote learning resources.

Coronavirus Update
All letters from the Headteacher surrounding this situation can be found on our website or by clicking here.
We are currently open for the children of key workers where there is no-one else with parental responsibility
who is themselves not a key worker, and they wish for the school to look after them.
If you have not previously requested care for your child in line with the Government’s Key Worker list and believe
that you now require it, please contact admin@themisbourne.co.uk ahead of sending your child into school.

YEAR GROUP-SPECIFIC NOTICES
ALL YEAR GROUPS
Attendance - If a student is unwell and is therefore unable to complete any of the work set for them, please
inform us via the attendance email: attendance@themisbourne.co.uk. This will enable us to inform the relevant
members of staff that your child will be unable to complete the work set during the time of their absence.
YEAR 8
School Lockers - Families of Year 8 students may have received an email from ILS, our locker provider, this
week asking for students to clear out lockers by the end of July. This appears to have been an automatic email
that is sent around this time annually. Contracts for lockers do not expire until July and we are not currently able
to allow students or parents on site to empty lockers. We will make arrangements to ensure that lockers can be
cleared out as soon as it is safe to do so and will communicate these arrangements in due course.
Mr Worth
YEAR 10
Year 10 Consultation Evening, 21 May 2020 - Given the current circumstances, it has been decided to postpone
this event until later in the year.
Year 10 students should take advantage of the RSC’s free screening of Macbeth to support their English studies.
Full details, as well as a list of other RSC productions currently available online, are available here.
Mrs Kalyan
YEAR 11
Notice for parents of year 11 students who want to study A-level mathematics next year. Currently Hegarty
Maths (hegartymaths.com) are running live lessons every weekday at 2pm covering essential skills that students
need to have in order to access the A-level mathematics course. There is a live video stream, as well as previous
videos, teacher notes and student notes available, and it is a fantastic resource that will help students be ready
for the jump into A-level mathematics. All students at The Misbourne can access Hegarty Maths using their name
and date of birth. If for any reason they are struggling to get into the website please email Mr Hodder Smith at:
esmith@themisbourne.co.uk. Thank you for your support.
Mr Hodder Smith, Curriculum Leader of Mathematics
Any student who may be considering studying English Literature at A Level should watch this superb adaptation
of A Streetcar Named Desire from the National Theatre, which is screening from 21—28 May. Click here for more
information about this production and details of future screenings in the coming weeks.
Mrs Kalyan
We are in the process of calling all Year 11 students to discuss their Sixth Form application or their planned next
steps. In addition, if a student hasn’t yet completed the school and Bucks county surveys on their next steps,
please complete them via these links:
1.
Misbourne survey—click here
2.
Bucks County Council survey—click here
Mr Dwight
SIXTH FORM
YEAR 12 & 13
Any student who is studying English Literature at A Level should watch this superb adaptation of A Streetcar
Named Desire from the National Theatre, which is screening from 21—28 May. Click here for more information
and details of future screenings in the coming weeks.
Mrs Kalyan
Here's our May Motivation calendar with ideas and opportunities for every day of the month to inspire our Sixth
Formers.

