
 

The Misbourne Families' Bulletin 
17.01.22 
Welcome to our Families' Bulletin for week commencing 17 January 2022.  For more details regarding 
any of the information below, please click on the links or visit our website here.  

 

Headteacher's message 

This week's assemblies provided the opportunity for me to welcome our students in person to the new 

term and to introduce myself.  The focus was on the topic of challenging yourself and the importance of 
striving to meet high expectations - both of yourself and others. 

Dropping into lessons across the week, I was pleased to see that we have high levels of student 

adherence to wearing face masks in classrooms and indoor areas.  Thank you to all our students and 
families for supporting this precautionary measure.  

Thank you to all the Year 12 families who attended our Making the Grade evening last night.  Our staff 

value the chance to talk to families and we hope that you found it useful to hear from your child's 

teachers about what is expected of them during their time in the Sixth Form and how you can help to 

support them with their studies.  If you have any questions following last night's event, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch via sixthform@themisbourne.co.uk 

To ensure we can maintain safe facilities, further CCTV monitoring will 'go live' later next week in order 

to observe communal areas and entrances to toilet facilities  - this enables us to ensure behaviour is 
appropriate, to monitor traffic in these areas and safeguard students' wellbeing.  

I was pleased to have the chance to tour our new Sports Hall last Friday.  The build is coming along 

brilliantly and it really does look impressive to step inside it now.  We know that many students are 

http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/601/newsletters
mailto:sixthform@themisbourne.co.uk


excited about the new development and we are in the process of arranging for student leaders to have a 
tour of the site next week so they can update their peers about the build. Watch this space! 

With best wishes,  

 

Rich Peters 

Hot Chocolate with the Head 

Congratulations to our first nominees for Hot Chocolate with the Head this term.  This week we 

celebrated the outstanding efforts of students in Attenborough, who we re nominated for a variety of 

reasons, including being an excellent role model; always working hard; for brightening the day with 

good humour; being a valued student leader and a great friend to their peers.  The students enjoyed the 

chance to get to know Mr Wood, our new Assistant Headteacher, over a cup of hot chocolate and 
biscuits.  

 

Whole school notices 

Week commencing 17.01.22 is timetable week B. 

Attendance  

If your child is unwell or unable to attend lessons for any other exceptional or unavoidable reason, 

please let us know by 8.30am each morning they are off school by emailing 

attendance@themisbourne.co.uk or call our Absence line on 01494 867843. 

For all other correspondence about your chi ld, please use the relevant school base email account so we 
can achieve consistency and clarity of communication.   

Term dates consultation 

Mr Peters wrote to all families on Wednesday inviting feedback on the proposal to introduce a two-
week half term in October 2022.  A copy of his letter is available here.   

Thank you to all our families who have already responded to our proposal.  If you haven't yet completed 
the survey, please do so via this short form.  

https://attendance@themisbourne.co.uk/
https://misbourne.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Term-dates-consultation-letter-120122.pdf?t=1641989800
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ir0FvGDHCk6u9f1Tl4tASCsPHy_hSP9Bq2qqKdAnn3NUQzJJU0JUR1hISlpSTVJLRTdKTjU1VTQxUi4u


We are aware that some families have asked for more information about where days for the additional 

week's holiday will be taken from.  The total number of school days will remain the same so there is no 

loss of teaching time for students; the additional proposed week's holiday in October is enabled through 

small adjustments to the dates of other holidays over the course of the academic year, as outlined in Mr 
Peters' letter.    

Uniform reminder 

Please may we remind families of our uniform expectations for our students.  All students should wear 

the correct uniform every day, including when travelling to and from school - full details of our uniform 

policy are available on our website here.  Jewellery should be limited to a watch and, in the case of 

earrings, a single stud per lobe.   Our students are our best ambassadors and looking smart helps to 
encourage a sense of pride in our school. 

Attendance update 

Forms with highest attendance last week: 

 

We are committed to helping all our students to maximise their attendance to ensure the best 

outcomes for them.  We recognise that the past two years have had an impact on students’ school 
attendance and we are working hard to ensure that our attendance rates are as high as possible.  

We are delighted that attendance continues to improve.  Our top forms’ attendance rates in each year 

are shown in the table above.  These are excellent attendance rates and we are keen for all our forms to 

aim for the same.  Each week from now we will be publishing the attendance rates for the top-

performing form in each year group. 

Statistics show that regular school attendance gives our students the best chances of success at 

The Misbourne and beyond. Good attendance helps to provide routine, build relationships and provides 
important opportunities for social interaction, academic experience and wider life skills.  

We realise that Covid-19 has had a detrimental impact on our attendance figures.  Currently, 

The Misbourne only has a very small minority of students with Covid; unless a student is isolating due to 

a positive lateral flow test or is suffering from an illness meaning they are too unwell to attend, it is 

crucially important that every effort is made to attend school. As an overview of our attendance 

expectations, please see this diagram below.  

As a school we are legally bound to inform parents of children's attendance.  Our aim is obviously for all 

students to be in school 100% of the time, however we do understand that there will be occasions of 

illness or injury which prevent this. For the vast majority of students, attendance is strong; 

should your child's attendance fall below 90% and be a cause for concern, we will be in contact to alert 
you of this and talk through some strategies we can put in place to help overcome any barriers.  

https://misbourne.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Uniform-Policy.pdf?t=1642079987


If you would like any support with regards to attendance, please do contact us on 
attendance@themisbourne.co.uk  

 

Covid-19 information 

From Monday 17 January, the time an individual testing positive for Covid-19 needs to self isolate has 

been reduced to five days.  Click here to view the latest guidance.  An updated flowchart on what to do 

if you or a household member tests positive for Covid-19 is available here.  

Eco competition - win points for your small school 

To reduce biodiversity loss locally, we are challenging students to design and build bug hotels. These bug 

hotels will be placed around the school site with the aim of of providing a habitat for small insects to 
increase the biodiversity of the school and the surrounding area. Please see poster for details.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-59980505
https://themisbourneschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/lbrogan_themisbourne_co_uk/EZ-0VzNCBE1Js6XDBUwnwlcBwLEvhYGTsTlbX5RXpqu9Ow?e=hvnbFB


 

Wellbeing 

 

Young Carers Bucks 

Young Carers Bucks visited The Misbourne on Wednesday to give an assembly to our Year 7 students.  

Should any families or students want more information about Young Carers Bucks and the support they 
offer, please visit their website here.  

 

Safeguarding children from online sexual harrassment 

Online sexual harrassment is an issue that all too many children contend with at some point in their 

childhood and particularly during their teenage years.  Following a nationwide survey, the Children's 

https://carersbucks.org/information-for-carers/young-carers/


Commissioner for England has produced a guide for parents to help them speak to their children about 
this important issue.  Please click here for the guide. 

 

Mental Health services provision - have your say 

Oxford Health NHS is running its Young People's Mental Health & Wellbeing Survey to get a better 

understanding of young people’s mental health and wellbeing across Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes 

following Covid-19 and to help find out what is important to young people, so we can improve young 

people’s mental health & wellbeing services.  Please take five minutes to complete the survey HERE as 

the results help to dictate the funding provided for these services in our local area.   

 

Bucks Family Information Service 

The Bucks Family Information Service provides comprehensive information about a range of health and 

wellbeing services available in the local area to support students and their families.  For more 
information, please click here. 

 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/report/talking-to-your-child-about-online-sexual-harassment-a-guide-for-parents/
https://unloc.online/survey
https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/


Table tennis at break times 

Our new table tennis tables have arrived!  We now have four permanent tables on the playground for 

students to use at break and lunch time.  Students are invited to bring in their own table tennis paddles 

to use, although a limited number will be available to purchase from the Repro office.  Table tennis balls 

will also be available for students to purchase from Repro - prices for paddles and balls will be confirmed 
in next week's Bulletin.   

 

Careers newsletter 

The latest Classroom to Careers newsletter is out now and available to read here.   

In addition to this, further Careers information can be found on the school 

website https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/1230/careers-guidance-and-advice.  Students can also access 

up-to-date information on Microsoft TEAMS about forthcoming events; opportunities and vacancies - 
for Sixth Formers, these opportunities are posted almost daily.  

Year group-specific notices 

YEAR 10:  

Making the Grade Evening - this information evening for all Year 10 students and their families will take 

place on Thursday 27 January from 5.15pm - 7.00pm.  This will be a live online event via Microsoft 
TEAMS.  More information about the format of the evening will follow in due course.   

Friends of The Misbourne 

A reminder of The Friends of the Misbourne's latest fundraising initiatives:  

Christmas Gift Amnesty 

https://themisbourneschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/lbrogan_themisbourne_co_uk/EROqaWrs-gdCm0Dya70WnZcBZ7JK4iX8FsjkMIP4LyZvGw?e=LalgOy
https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/1230/careers-guidance-and-advice


We want your unwanted, unused presents.  From those bottles of booze, toiletry gift packs to chocolate 

and food hampers that will just gather dust in the back of your cupboard... one man's reject socks are 

another's dream pair! 

Let us take them off your hands.  We'll then create a 'regifting raffle' to start our much-needed 
fundraising for the school for this year. 

All items can be dropped off at the school reception marked FAO of FOTM or message FOTM to arrange 
a local collection / drop off. https://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofthemisbourne 

Your School Lottery - join for your chance to win £25,000 

Friends of The Misbourne is giving our families (and their extended friends and families) the chance to 

win £25,000! We have joined Your School Lottery. Tickets cost just £1 a week for one line of 

numbers. There is a guaranteed cash prize winner from the school each week. Draws take place on a 

Saturday evening. There is also the chance to win the Jackpot prize of £25,000 each week. You've got to 

be in it to win it. The more tickets we sell, the larger our prize pot. Visit: yourschoollottery.co.uk/play 
and search for The Misbourne to buy your tickets.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofthemisbourne
https://yourschoollottery.co.uk/play
https://yourschoollottery.co.uk/play


Vacancies at The Misbourne 

 

Please look at our website here for more details of current job opportunities at The Misbourne.  

Community Notices 

Buckinghamshire Family Learning 

Buckinghamshire Familiy Learning is running three FREE online workshops for families with children in 
Years 7, 8 and 9 on:  

• Help your child build Confidence and Resilience: Monday 24th January 12.30-2.30pm  Help 
your Child build Confidence and Resilience  

• Support your child’s well-being (coping with anxiety and stress): Monday 31st January 12.30-

2.30pm Support your Child's Well-Being  

• Help your child build Positive Relationships: Monday 7th February 12.30-2.30pm  Positive 
relationships 

To book your place, please click on the links above or phone 01296 383582.  

https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/513/vacancies-1
https://www.adultlearningbc.ac.uk/courses/help-your-child-build-confidence-and-resilience-workshop-ks3-oxfl0074e2a2122/
https://www.adultlearningbc.ac.uk/courses/help-your-child-build-confidence-and-resilience-workshop-ks3-oxfl0074e2a2122/
https://www.adultlearningbc.ac.uk/courses/support-your-childs-wellbeing-ks3-oxfl0058e2a2122/
https://www.adultlearningbc.ac.uk/courses/help-your-child-build-positive-relationships-ks3-oxfl0076e2a2122/
https://www.adultlearningbc.ac.uk/courses/help-your-child-build-positive-relationships-ks3-oxfl0076e2a2122/


 


