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01.11.21 
Welcome to our Families' Bulletin for week commencing 1 November 2021.  For more details 
regarding any of the information below, please click on the links or visit our website here.  

 

Headteacher's message 

It has been another busy week in school, which rounds up a very packed half term. Our new Year 7 

students have settled into secondary school life so well; Year 8 students have relished in the fact that 

they can now, for the first time, move freely around the school and see students from other year 

groups; Year 9 students have settled in really well to their new courses, along with Year 10, who have 

come back with renewed vigour to do their best. Our Year 11s, who are at the beginning of such an 

important, yet exciting year, and have worked so hard at their PPEs over the past few weeks, deserve 

real credit. In the Sixth Form, our Year 12 students have started incredibly well, settling into their new 

courses and making a significant contribution to the wider school community with things such as 

supporting Open Evening, conducting tours for well over 1,000 prospective families to the school, as 

well as new staff; leading student council and supporting our Year 7 and 8 students with their reading. 

Finally we come to our Year 13s, who, like Year 11, are at the start of  such an important year; they have 

http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/601/newsletters


returned with a level of maturity and determination to achieve their very best this year and have been 
busy working on applying for their next steps, which feature later in the Bulletin. 

I have no doubt that after all of that, our students are in need of a well -earned break! 

I would also like to say a huge thank you to so many of you who have downloaded and are using our 

new SIMS Parent App. So far, 84% of families are now using the app and have reported how useful it is 

to see such up-to-date information about how their child is doing. The introduction of this app is in 

direct response to families' requests to further build on the strong relationships and communication 

links we have between school and family. The app now sits firmly alongside side our annual consultation 

events, Making the Grade Evenings, and data reports, that are already well embedded. It would be 

fantastic if we could get to 100% coverage, so if you have not already downloaded the app, perhaps you 

could take a look over the half term break, or if you are having any difficulty, contact us after the holiday.  

Also below is a message from our Chair of Trustees, who was on site this week as the Bucks 

Immunisation Team was in school.  She, as well as the whole immunisation team, was so impressed with 

the way all our students conducted themselves.  The politeness and maturity of our students is 

something that is commented on time and again by visitors and I re-iterate Kate's comments about 

how proud we are of them all.  

I will leave you with two more of the fantastic posters from our 'What will your future be?' campaign , 
which we hope help to inspire all our students.  

I wish you all a very restful half term break and will look forward to seeing everyone back in school on 1 
November.  

With best wishes,  

 

Jo Meloni 



 



 

Hot Chocolate with the Head 

This week, Ms Meloni enjoyed hot chocolate with students from Franklin school.  They had been 

nominated for a wide range of reasons, from representing The Misbourne so brilliantly at Open Evening, 

to working hard in their lessons, and from always bringing positivity to their class to completing the 

Shine marathon to fundraise for Cancer Research.  This cohort of students really exemplified the very 
best of our Misbourne values, well done!   



 

Message from our Chair of Trustees 

Dear Families, 

On Wednesday of this week I had the pleasure of spending the day assisting with the flu and Covid-19 
vaccination programme being hosted at The Misbourne.  

As a result, I wanted to extend my public thanks to the valiant NHS staff and volunteers who so patiently, 

and with such care, looked after the students who were having the vaccine(s), and also to the school 

staff who, as always, went above and beyond to ensure the day ran smoothly.   Our wonderful School 

Welfare Officer, Ms Sudborough, in particular deserves a mention for her never-ending energy and good 
humour.   

However, my biggest thanks goes to all our students, who conducted themselves so incredibly well, 

despite driving rain, queues, and occasional nerves!   I cannot praise them highly enough.  Please do 

pass on my sincere thanks to your children, whether or not they were involved in the vaccination 
programme, for being marvellous young people, of whom we can all be very proud.    

Ms K Goodwin 

Chair of Trustees 

Good luck to our Sixth Formers 

Last year, an impressive 73% of our Year 13s successfully applied to university, enrolling this Autumn or 

deferring until next year. The remainder opted to start a range of exciting apprenticeships or went 

directly into employment. Our current Year 13s have already begun the application process of 

considering their options for next year, investigating the hundreds of different courses, visiting 

universities and completing personal statements.  Three of our current Year 13 students (photographed 

here) have applied to Oxford or Cambridge to study either "Psychology", "Human, Social and Political 

Sciences" or "History" and there is a clue in the photo as to where their allegiances lie!   We wish them 
the very best of luck with their applications. 



 

Whole school notices 

Week commencing 1.11.21 is timetable week A. 

Attendance  

If your child is unwell or unable to attend lessons for any other exceptional or unavoidable reason, 

please let us know by 8.30am each morning they are off school by emailing 
attendance@themisbourne.co.uk or call our Absence line on 01494 867843. 

For all other correspondence about your child, please use the relevant school base email account so we 
can achieve consistency and clarity of communication.   

 

Return after half term 

All years return to school on Monday 1 November 2021.  

Covid-19 update 

Thank you for everyone's compliance with the additional Covid-19 measures we have re-introduced 

recently.  Please be aware that we will continue with these measures, including the mask wearing for 

students in all years in all communal places and classrooms, after half term.  Please ensure that your 

child brings their face mask to school every day when we return after the holiday.  

 

All students have been offered a new pack of lateral flow test kits at school today.  Please read the 

instructions as these tests require a nasal swab only.  Students should continue with twice-weekly 

testing over the holiday and upload their results onto www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result.   Please notify 

the school immediately via covid@themisbourne.co.uk if your child receives a positive test result.  A 

reminder of Public Health England's advice of what to do if your child receives a positive lateral flow test 
result is available here. 

https://attendance@themisbourne.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://themisbourneschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/lbrogan_themisbourne_co_uk/EapUfQ2MsRZOtt7UTXUGPR4BSxCS0CUEzULs9-Tx4iYpxw?e=0EN2F0


Supporting the Poppy Appeal 

The Misbourne is pleased to support once again the Royal British Legion's Poppy Appeal.  A range of 

products will be on sale in the cafe during break and lunchtimes in the week after half term, from 

traditional paper poppies to wristbands and keyrings.  If your child would like to purchase any of these 

items in aid of the Royal British Legion, please send them to school with some cash.  The suggested 
donations for the items are: 

• Metal poppy pin: £2.00 

• Silicon wristband: £1.00 

• Reflector: 50p 

• Zip pull: 50p 

• Paper poppy: any donation 

We also have a small selection of special commemorative '100 year' poppy pins available to buy at £4.00 

each to celebrate the Royal British Legion's centenary this year.  Any student wishing to purchase one of 
these pins should ask at Reception.   

 

 



 

 

 

It's competition time  - Get your creative juices flowing 

We are excited to announce that, after half term, we will have on site a new outdoor catering 'pod', like 

the example pictured here.  This will be run by our on-site caterers, Accent Catering, and will sell a 

variety of cold fresh food, including sandwiches, baps and baguette s as well as cold drinks.  Having 

another destination for students to buy food and drink will help to reduce the queues in our cafe and 
enable more students to purchase food more quickly.   



 

However, our 'pod' needs a name.  We would love our students to name this outdoor food bar, which 

will be situated near to the benches outside the cafe.  So please, click here to submit your suggestion(s) 

for the name of our new catering 'pod'.  Not only will the winner have their suggestion printed onto the 

'pod' for posterity, they will win 5 Achievement Points for their small school.  Deadline for entries is 
Sunday 31 October 2021.   

 

Year group-specific notices 

YEAR 8 

Making the Grade evening:  This will take place on Thursday 4 November.  The evening will provide Year 

8 students and their families with the chance to have an informal 'meet and greet' with their form tutor 

and members of the wider pastoral team.  It will provide an opportunity to learn more about  pastoral 

issues relevant to life in Year 8, including wellbeing, social media usage and links to the Learning for Life 

curriculum.  Please be aware that staff will not have time during this evening to provide feedback on 

individual students.  

 

To limit the numbers in the main hall at any one time, the evening will be split into two sessions by 
surname:  

5:30-5:50: Main Hall Talk (Surnames A-L); Meet and greet with form tutor and families in tutor rooms 
(Surnames M-Z) 

6:00-6:20: Main Hall Talk (Surnames M-Z); Meet and greet with form tutor and families in tutor rooms 

(Surnames A-L) 

We ask that all attendees wear a face covering to this event, unless exempt.  

 

YEAR 11 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ir0FvGDHCk6u9f1Tl4tASCsPHy_hSP9Bq2qqKdAnn3NUNEVZVVRDMjJERUtOU1FCUlZJVFBGTDNTRi4u


Sixth Form Open Evening: the Open Evening for students in Year 11 looking to move up to our Sixth 

Form in September 2022 is on Thursday 25 November from 5.30pm-7.30pm.  The evening will be split 

into two sessions: 5.30pm -6.45pm or 6.15pm-7.30pm.  Each session will comprise a welcome talk and 

presentations in the main hall followed by a tour of the site to meet specialist subject teachers.  
Advance booking is essential via our website here. 

https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/2362/sixth-form-open-evening-2021

