The Misbourne Families’ Bulletin
Week commencing Monday 1 June 2020
Welcome to our Families’ Bulletin. For more details regarding any of the information below, please click on the
links or visit our website: https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/601/newsletters

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE
So, we have reached the end of what has been a very different half term for us all. While I recognise that these
past weeks have thrown up many challenges for us as individuals and as a community alike, my over-riding emotion
is one of immense pride. Pride at the way in which our students have adapted to their home learning, developing
their own routines and working with their teachers to gain the most from their lessons. Pride in my staff, all of
whom have gone above and beyond to put in place new methods of teaching and support for our students. And
pride in our school community as a whole, that we have risen to this considerable challenge together and, together,
we will emerge from this time stronger than ever.
I wish you all a very well-deserved, relaxing break. Take some time away from screens to enjoy other interests and
precious family time. Thank you for your ongoing support.
Best wishes,

Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher
We are very proud of the outstanding way our students have engaged with their
home learning and seized other opportunities during this time of school closure.
A number of them have received a personalised message from Ms Meloni as
Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher nominees. Nomination reasons this week
have included:
 Making an excellent effort in Maths
 Displaying an exceptional attitude to home learning in lockdown
 Fantastic extra-curricular community projects
 Creating wonderful PY work
 Brilliant engagement in Science

If you would like to make us aware of something special that your child has
achieved while we are not in school, please email admin@themisbourne.co.uk

Message from the Buckinghamshire Association of Secondary Headteachers
Please click here to read a letter from the Buckinghamshire Association of Secondary Headteachers regarding the proposed re
-opening of schools for Years 10 and 12 from 1 June.

Lockdown literacy - please tell us what you’ve been reading!
Earlier this year, students in years 7-9 completed a literacy survey for the National Literacy Trust.
The students have been / will be asked via ‘Show My Homework’ to complete another survey (before 29 May) as
the Literacy Trust is interested in the impact of ‘Lockdown’ on reading and literacy. It is also interested in family
views this time around and therefore I would ask you if you can spare about 10-15 minutes to answer 23 questions
via this link. Your help with this interesting survey is much appreciated.
Ms Weller

Students supporting local charities through their project learning
Over the past few weeks, the Year 7 students have been learning about charity as part of an ongoing PY project:
the different types of charity, the need for charity both locally and globally, and the religious views towards charity. As part of this scheme of work, students had to create their own concept for a charity and there has been
some fantastic work as a result. Students have filmed their own adverts; created their own advertising pages and
media; written charity success stories; designed logos and devised a rationale for their charity – really tapping
into historic issues which need the support of charities but also charities reflecting the current situation. The project really has produced some amazing work so well done Year 7!
One student went that little bit further and decided to set up her own charity provision from her front garden to
support the local charity ‘one can trust’.
ET (7CHE) said this about her charity work: “Recently,
myself and my family have been helping with the one can
trust and we have become street heroes by collecting
donations of tinned food from our local community. We
started doing this because my grandad had been volunteering at the one can trust for three years. Unfortunately, due to his age and current restrictions, he has had to
give up volunteering.
We have also learnt that people weren’t visiting shops
and donating tins as often, but the need for food has increased so much due to lockdown. I think it is so important to support people who need our help, and it
makes me feel so sad that there are people that need
this support so, with my Mum’s help, we signed up our
family to do this! It is a great way to give a little if you
can, it means so much to so many”.
Miss Perry

Remote learning
Remote Learning Strategy
Please click here to read a summary of our Remote Learning Strategy, effective from 1 June 2020.

Systems upgrade
Due to a systems upgrade, students' Office 365 accounts will not be available during Tuesday 26 and
Wednesday 27 May. This project has been part of the longer-term strategic development plan, which we
are now ready to implement and allows us to move forward with more features of Office 365.

IT & Home Study Tip of the Week
It’s half term! Please enjoy some well-deserved time away from your screens and devices after working brilliantly
with all the remote learning over the past weeks.

*Online Resource of the Week*
Every Friday at 11am, The Big Cat Sanctuary and Paradise Wildlife Pak run live feeds and Q & A sessions about
animals from the zoo. On Friday 29th May, they are running a virtual fun day with live feeds, Q&As, quizzes and
talks from celebrity guests. Something fun for all the family during half term. Click here for more information.

Careers Hub
We are proud of our status as a Careers Hub Lead School and the comprehensive careers advice and support we
offer our students. To make this knowledge more accessible, we have created a dedicated Careers Hub on our
website, here. This contains all the information you need to help make informed Careers choices.
In addition to our website, if you would like information to help parents and carers support young people in making
the right decisions about study and work, click on the parent zone in Careers Pilot.

Link in to former Misbourne students
If you are a former Misbourne student, we would like to invite you to join our alumni via LinkedIn so that you can
keep in touch with past classmates and inspire our current students— make sure you include The Misbourne in
your education details. View our LinkedIn page here.

Focus on Mental Health
Please click here for the fourth and final instalment of May’s Mental Health Activity booklets. Packed full of tips
and games to help you and your family focus on your mental wellbeing, it’s well worth a read. This booklet, together with a wealth of other mental health and wellbeing information, is available on the Wellbeing page of our
website, here.
Studying with Dyslexia
The British Dyslexia Association is running a free webinar on 3 June to help parents understand how to help children with dyslexia study at home. Click here for more information.
Calming strategies
In these unusual and challenging times ,many of us may be feeling uncertain ,which can lead to stress and anxiety. There are many resources, activities and aids that can help calm and focus the mind and body when we are
feeling overwhelmed. We have a range of resources that we offer students who we see in the SEND but they are
useful for anyone experiencing an overactive mind right now. So, with that in mind, we would like to share some
of the products we know to be particularly helpful. Click here for our at-a-glance guide.

Mindfulness
With all the fine weather we’ve been enjoying recently, please click here to learn how to enjoy being mindful in nature.

YEAR GROUP-SPECIFIC NOTICES
ALL YEAR GROUPS
School is open for the children of key worker families - A reminder that our school is open from 8.30am to
3.10pm each day, during term time, for the children of keyworker families. If families require this provision,
please email the school using the admin@themisbourne.co.uk address. In order to help us with our planning, we
ask that you let us know by 4pm each day if you require this provision for the following day. Alternatively, if you
require this provision for known blocks of time or for an extended period, please can you outline this in an email
to us as soon as possible and we will note your requirement and ensure that this provision is available for you.
Remote learning - Due to a systems upgrade, students' Office 365 accounts will not be available during Tuesday
26 and Wednesday 27 May. This project has been part of the longer term strategic development plan which we
are now ready to implement and allows us to move forward with more features of Office 365.
Attendance - If a student is unwell and is therefore unable to complete any of the work set for them, please
inform us via the attendance email: attendance@themisbourne.co.uk. This will enable us to inform the relevant
members of staff that your child will be unable to complete the work set during the time of their absence.

YEAR 8
School Lockers - If you have received an email from ILS, our locker provider, asking for students to clear out
lockers by the end of July, please disregard it. This appears to have been an automatic email that is sent around
this time annually. Contracts for lockers do not expire until July and we are not currently able to allow students
or parents on site to empty lockers. We will make arrangements to ensure that lockers can be cleared out as
soon as it is safe to do so and will communicate these arrangements in due course.
Mr Worth

YEAR 10
GCSE maths - Our students have almost finished their GCSE mathematics course and now is the time for them
to start completing practice papers. We have access to a bank of online exam papers that students can login to
on methodmaths.com. Please do encourage them to be logging in and starting to use this resource. Previously
our students with the strongest grades started completing exam papers at the end of year 10 and consistently
used this resource in the year leading up to the examinations. If they are struggling to login please ask them to
contact their teacher or email me directly on: esmith@themisbourne.co.uk. Thank you for your support.
Mr Hodder Smith - Curriculum leader for mathematics

YEAR 11
Next steps - We are in the process of calling all Year 11 students to discuss their Sixth Form application or their
planned next steps. In addition, if a student hasn’t yet completed the school and Bucks county surveys on their
next steps, please complete them via these links:
1.
Misbourne survey—click here
2.
Bucks County Council survey—click here
Mr Dwight

SIXTH FORM
YEAR 12 & 13
There’s still one week left of May, so don’t forget to check out our May Motivation calendar with ideas and opportunities for every day of the month to inspire our Sixth Formers.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Great Missenden Village Association
We have received the following message from the GMVA:
“Amongst many events cancelled or postponed due to the Coronavirus is one that we were planning ourselves.
GMVA, led by Committee Member Ken Dorling, was planning a village fete for Sunday, 21 June. We thought it
would be good to have a family-oriented event in the summer on the Buryfield bringing the community together.
Sadly, but not unsurprisingly, the village fete will have to be deferred until such time as it can be staged safely.
When our village fete finally takes place, it will be extra special and something to look forward to.
Post Covid 19, the village fete will be the perfect opportunity for the village to come together as a celebration of
unity and goodwill.”

The Autism Teaching Company
Please find a flyer at the end of this Bulletin about specialist support sessions and workshops being provided by the
Autism Teaching Company.

