
 
 

 

Curriculum Map for Sociology  
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Year 12 
 
 
 

Education 
 

What is the role and 
purpose of education in 

society? 
 

What relationship does it 
have to the class structure 

in the UK? 
 
 

Sociological perspectives 
on the role of education 
and its functions: 
- Functionalism 
- Marxism 
- New Right 
 
 

How does social class and 
gender impact upon 

educational achievement in 
contemporary society? 

 

Education 
 

How does ethnicity impact 
upon educational 
achievement in 

contemporary society? 
 

What is the impact of 
school-based factors on 

educational achievement? 
 

How do teacher/student 
relationships impact 

achievement? 
 

How do subcultures develop 
in schools and what impact 

do they have on educational 
outcomes? 

 
 

Education 
 

How has education policy 
changed since 1944 and to 
what extent has policy led 

to a reduction in 
inequalities? 

 
Have marketisation and 
privatisation improved 

education? 
 

What has been the impact 
of globalisation on 
education policy? 

 
 

Research Methods 
 

Quantitative and 
qualitative methods of 
research and research 

design 
 

What is the difference 
between primary and 
secondary sources of 

data?  

Research Methods 
 
Sources of data: 
- Questionnaires 
- Interviews 
- Observation 
- Experiments 
- Documents 
- Official Statistics 
 
 
What factors influence the 
choice of topic and 
method in sociological 
research? 
- Practical 
- Ethical 
- Theoretical 
 

 
What is the relationship 

between positivism, 
interpretivism and 

sociological methods? 
 

 
 

Families and 
Households 

 
What are sociological 
perspectives on the role 
of the family? 
- Functionalism 
- Feminism 
- Marxism 
- New Right 
 
What is the relationship 
between the family and 

the economy? 
 

How does social policy 
impact the family? 

 
Changing patterns of 

relationships, 
childbearing and the life 
course, and diversity of 
family and household 

structures 
 
 
 
 

Families and 
Households 

 
 

What is the impact of 
gender roles and power 
relationships within the 
family in contemporary 

society? 
 

How has the nature and 
status of childhood 
changed over time? 

 
How have demographic 

trends changed since 
1900? 

 
Academic 
End Point 

By the end of Year 12 students will have a thorough understanding of the structural theories of functionalism and Marxism and will be able to apply these theories to the 
study of both education and families and households. They will also have a foundational understanding of feminism that will be further developed in Year 13. Students will 
be able to articulate the impact of social school-based and policy factors on educational achievement and evaluate arguments as to which has the most significant impact. 
Students will be able to explain how sociological research is designed and conducted and the relative strengths and weaknesses of different research methods, both 
standalone and in relation to educational settings. They will understand sociological perspectives surrounding the family, perspectives about changes in the family and 
debates about its role in the 21st century.  
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Year 13 
 
 
 

Stratification and 
Differentiation 

 
What are stratification and 
differentiation and how do 
sociologists explain these? 
 
Perspectives on 
Stratification: 
- Functionalist 
- Marxist 
- Weberian 
- Feminist 
- Postmodernist 

Stratification and 
Differentiation 

 
What factors impact life 
chances in society and how 
have these changed over 
time? 
 
Dimensions of Inequality: 
Class, Status and Power 
 
Differences in Life Chances 
by: 
Social class / Gender 
Ethnicity / Age /Disability 

Stratification and Differentiation 
 

What do we mean by the term 
social class? 

 
How can social class be 

measured? 
 

Is social class still relevant in the 
UK today? 

 
How has the structure of 

inequality changed over time and 
what are the implications of these 

changes? 

Stratification and 
Differentiation 

 
How does globalisation 

impact inequality? 
 

Does UK society 
promote social 

mobility? 
 

Theory and Methods 
 

Debates around 
modernity and 
postmodernity 

Theory and Methods 
 

What is the 
relationship between 
sociology and social 

policy? 
 
 
 
 

Exam Preparation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final 
Examinations 
 

Crime and Deviance 
 

Functionalist, Strain and 
Subcultural Theories  

 
Interactionism and Labelling 

Theory 
 

Class, Power and Crime 
 

Realist Theories of Crime 

Crime and Deviance 
 

Gender, Crime and Justice 
 

Ethnicity, Crime and Justice 
 

Crime and the Media 

Crime and Deviance 
 

Globalisation 
 

Green Crime 
 

 Human Rights & State Crime 
 

Control, Punishment and Victims 

Theory and Methods 
 
What is the difference 

between consensus 
and conflict theories? 

 
To what extent are 
societal outcomes 

determined by 
structural factors? 

 
 

Theory and Methods 
 

Is sociology a 
science? 

 
 

Should sociology be 
value free or value 

laden? 
 

 
Academic 
End Point 

By the end of Year 13 students will have a strong understanding of the core sociological themes of socialisation, culture & identity and social differentiation, power 
& stratification. These themes are taught through the units of study and some are explored discretely (e.g. stratification). Students will also understand the 
significance of conflict and consensus, social structure and social action, as well as the role of values. Students will be confident in applying their knowledge of 
sociological themes and concepts to issues in contemporary society. Students will also understand and be able to evaluate sociological methodology and a range of 
research methods. This will provide a strong platform for the study of sociology or similar social studies subjects at undergraduate level. 


