
 
 

Curriculum Map for Philosophy, Religion and Ethics (PRE) 
  

Autumn 1 
 

 
Autumn 2 

 
Spring 1 

 
Spring 2 

 
Summer 1 

 
Summer 2 

 
 
 

Year  7 
 
 
 

Ultimate 
Questions 

 

• What makes us 
human? 

• Are humans more 
important than 
animals? 

• Are humans a 
result of their 
nature or 
nurture? 

• What is truth?  

• Does God exist? 

• What are 
miracles? 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions  

 

Hinduism 
 

• What is the Hinduism context? 

• How do Hindus worship? 

• How important are festivals to Hindus? 

• How does karma influence Hindus? 

• What is the caste system? 

• What Hindu ceremonies exist? 

• What are the features of a mandir? 
 
Assessment: Set of knowledge questions  
 
Enrichment Opportunity: Trip to Neasden Mandir, 
London  

 

Charity 
 

• What is the 
purpose of charity? 

• How do evil and 
suffering create the 
need for charity? 

• Why do people give 
to charity? 

• Charities Research 
and Presentations 
from students  

• What do religions 
say about charity? 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions  

 
Enrichment 
Opportunity: Guest 
speakers from Oxfam 
or local charities 

Islam 
 

• What is at the core of Islam? 

• What are the five pillars of Islam? 

• How important is Hajj for Muslims? 

• What is the importance of the Qur’an? 

• How do Muslims understand Jihad? 

• Mid topic quiz  

• How have Muslims influenced the UK? 

• What contributions have Muslims made to the 
UK? 

• How are Muslims discriminated against?  

• How has terrorism affected Muslims? 

• What is Islamophobia? 

• How to Muslims respond to Islamophobia? 
 
Assessment (mid-topic): knowledge quiz 
 
Assessment (end of topic): Set of knowledge 
questions  
 
Enrichment Opportunity: Trip to Chesham Mosque  
 

Academic   
end point  

By the end of Year 7, students will have explored some of the biggest questions being asked around existence, with a focus on systematic beliefs and practices 
from around the world. Students will have explored Hinduism and its rich history and customs that go back millennia, while still being relevant today. Students 
will have also their understanding of religion from primary school, as well as their own world experience and analysed the role of Charity and the difference it 
makes in society through the research and presentation task, which lets them nurture independent studying. Towards the end of the academic year, students 
will have studied Islam and how quickly it is growing due to its appealing authenticity and application to life. Students also have reflected on the way Muslims are 
viewed by society and how Muslims see themselves, especially in relation to extremism.  
 



 
 

 
 

Year  8 
 
 
 

Earth and Life Issues 
 

• What is the Christian creation story? 

• How do religious creation stories compare? 

• How revolutionary was Evolution? 

• How valuable is the world? 

• National Geographic Documentary (What impact is 
pollution having on the world?) 

• How do we use and abuse animals? 

• What happens after death? 
 
Assessment: Set of knowledge questions  

Judaism 
 

• What is the context of Judaism? 

• How do Jews worship? 

• How important is Jewish Identity? 

• How do Jews live a Jewish life?  

• How important are Jewish festivals? 

• What conflicts exist for Jews? 
 

Assessment: Set of knowledge questions  
 

Enrichment Opportunity: Guest speaker Rabbi 

Law and Justice 
 

• Why do we have 
laws? 

• What is the history of 
law and justice? 

• What types of crime 
exist? 

• What are the reasons 
for crime? 

• What are protection 
and deterrence? 

• How important are 
reformation and 
retribution? 

• What are religious 
crimes? 
 

Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions  
 

Is Religion 
Dangerous? 

 

• Why could religion 
be dangerous? 

• How are Uighur 
Muslims being 
treated? 

• What is the Just 
War Theory? 

• Why is the 
Westboro Baptist 
Church 
controversial? 

• How does religion 
promote 
goodness? 

• How do religions 
show kindness? 

• Evaluating 
whether religion is 
dangerous or not 
 

Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions  

 

Academic   
end point 

By the end of Year 8, students will have built on the knowledge gained from Year 7 and further gained skills of analysis through the lessons within Earth and Life 
Issues where they wrestle with human, animal and environmental issues. Students will have encountered case studies such as 9/11 and critically analysed the 
reasons behind the crime and what punishments would be fitting. Students will developed cross-curricular links with English and History in the Judaism topic 
with specific emphasis on morality and reflection from the Jewish perspective. Students will finish by taking all their understanding of religion and evaluating 
whether religion is dangerous or not, drawing on case studies, religious teachings and their own worldviews. Students will have engaged with religious and non-
religious teachings and philosophical ideas throughout these topics and constructively decide where they stand on matters.  
 
 
 



 
 

 
Year 9 

 
 

Human Rights  
 

• What is the 
UDHR? 

• Why is education 
important? 

• What impact has 
Malala Yousefzai 
had on 
education?  

• Why is a safe 
place to live 
important? 

• Reggie Yates in a 
Refugee Camp 
Documentary 

• Why is 
Guantanamo Bay 
controversial? 

• How does slavery 
impact lives 
today? 

• Who are child 
soldiers? 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions 
 
Enrichment 
Opportunity: 
Amnesty International 
speaker   

 

Alternative Beliefs 
 

• What is Scientology? 

• Who are the Amish 
people? 

• How has Humanism 
influenced society? 

• Why is atheism 
becoming popular? 

• Religulous film 

• Who are Jehovah’s 
Witness and how are 
they treated? 

• How controversial is 
the Illuminati? 

• How significant if 
Sufism within Islam? 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions 

 

Charity 
 

• What is the purpose 
of charity? 

• How do evil and 
suffering create the 
need for charity? 

• Why do people give 
to charity? 

• Charities Research 
and Presentations 
from students  

• What do religions 
say about charity? 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions 
 
 

Values and Ethics 
 

• How do humans 
approach moral 
dilemmas? 

• Why was the wreck 
of the Mignonette 
significant? 

• What ethical 
theories exist for 
decision-making?  

• Assessment 
preparation 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions 

 

Medical Ethics 
 

• Why are organ 
donations and 
transplantation 
important? 

• What is IVF and why 
is it complicated? 

• How far should 
science go? 

• Why are saviour 
siblings 
controversial? 

• What are conjoined 
twins? 

• Who should have the 
right to die? 

• Why is abortion a 
contested choice? 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions 
 
Enrichment Opportunity: 
Thames Valley Fertility 
Speaker    
 

Existence of God 
and Revelation  

(AQA GCSE Theme 
C) 

 

• What is the design 
argument? 

• What is the 
cosmological 
argument?  

• Why are miracles 
significant? 

• How does a God 
allow suffering? 

• How do religious 
people respond to 
evil and suffering? 

• What are the 
arguments against 
the existence of 
God? 

• What is truth? 

• What is 
revelation? 

• What is special 
revelation? 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions 

 

Academic   
end point 

By the end of Year 9, students will have further built upon their Year 7 and 8 knowledge to engage with heavier topics such as Scientology, abortion and child 
soldiers, to name a few. Students will have assessed the state of human affairs and the rights that they possess, or lack. Students then are exposed to alternative 
beliefs that exist in societies alongside the major religions, which will have provoked questioning and healthy comparisons between organised religion and 



 
 

organised alternative beliefs. Students will get to encounter popular philosophical ideas in Values and Ethics and reflect on their own decision-making skills. 
Students further will have assessed their own views when looking at Medical Ethics and the controversies that surround actions around IVF, for example.  
 

 
 

Year 10 
 
 

Religion, Peace and Conflict 
(AQA GCSE Theme D) 

 

• Introduction to Religion, Peace and Conflict 

• What types of protest exist? 

• How significant is terrorism? 

• What are reasons for war? 

• What is the Just War Theory? 

• What are nuclear weapons? 

• How dangerous are weapons of mass 
destruction? 

• Why are holy wars important? 

• What are religious beliefs about war and 
violence? 

• How important is pacifism? 

• How do people work for peace? 

• What are the effects of war? 

• How significant is forgiveness in changing lives? 
 
Assessment: Set of knowledge questions 
 
Enrichment Opportunity: Army Padre guest 
speaker 
 

 

Religion and Life 
(AQA GCSE Theme B) 

 

• What types of truth exist? 

• What is the Christian creation story? 

• How influential is the Big Bang Theory? 

• How significant is Darwin’s Evolution? 

• How much has pollution impacted the world? 

• What are natural resources? 

• How significant is global warming? 

• What are religious teachings on looking after 
the world? 

• What are the sanctity and value of life? 

• How do humans use and abuse animals? 

• What is abortion? 

• Why is euthanasia controversial? 

• What do religious and non-religious people 
believe after life after death?  

 
Assessment: Set of knowledge questions 

 
 

Christian Beliefs 
(AQA GCSE  
Religion 1) 

 

• What is the nature of 
God? 

• Why is God seen as 
omnipotent, loving 
and just? 

• How important is the 
Holy Trinity? 

• What is the 
significance of the 
incarnation of Jesus? 

• Why is the crucifixion 
important for 
Christians? 

• Why is the 
resurrection and 
ascension significant 
for Christians? 

• What do Christians 
believe about life 
after death? 

• How important is the 
afterlife and 
judgement? 

• How important are 
concepts of heaven 
and hell? 

• What is the 
significance of 
salvation and sin? 

Christian Practices 
(AQA GCSE  
Religion 1) 

 

• How do Christians 
worship and pray? 

• What is the 
significance of 
baptism? 

• What is the 
significance of holy 
communion? 

• Hillsong 
documentary 

• What is the 
importance of 
pilgrimage? 

• Why are festivals 
important? 

• How is the church 
active in the local 
community? 

• How do Christians 
support food 
banks? 

• How important is 
mission work and 
church growth? 

• What is the Alpha 
course? 

• What is the 
importance of the 
worldwide church? 



 
 

• What role does Jesus 
play in salvation? 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions 

 

• How do Christians 
respond to world 
poverty? 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions 
 
Enrichment 
Opportunity: St. Paul’s 
Cathedral trip    

 

Academic   
end point 

By the end of Year 10, students will be half-way through their GCSE RS journey, having engaged with exciting topics pertaining to the world and controversial 
decision-making when it comes to use of animals or the right to abortion or to die. Both the themes will have given students ample exposure to religious, non-
religious and philosophical ideas to gauge where they stand on the case studies covered. Students will have engaged with the main religious traditions of Great 
Britain having encountered the beliefs and practices of Christianity.  
 

 
 

Year 11 
 
 
 

Religion, Crime and Punishment  
(AQA GCSE Theme E) 

 

• An introduction to Crime and Punishment  

• What are the causes of crime? 

• What are the aims of punishment? 

• How are criminals treated? 

• What is the history of capital punishment? 

• Capital punishment documentary 

• Why is capital punishment controversial? 

• How important is forgiveness? 

• What is hate crime? 
 
Assessment: Set of knowledge questions 
 
Enrichment Opportunity: Police speakers, 
magistrate visit    

 

Islam Beliefs 
(AQA GCSE  
Religion 2) 

 

• Who was 
Mohammad and 
how did the Sunni-
Shia schism happen? 

• What are the five 
roots and six article 
of faith? 

• How important is 
Tawhid? 

• What role do angels 
play within Islam? 

• Why is al-Qadr 
important? 

• How significant is 
Akirah? 

Islam Practices  
(AQA GCSE  
Religion 2) 

 

• What are the five 
pillars and ten 
obligatory acts? 

• What is Shahadah? 

• What is Salah? 

• What is Zakah? 

• What is Sawm? 

• What is Hajj? 

• How is id-ul-Fitr 
significant? 

• How important is 
Ashura for Shia? 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions 

 

Revision/Exam Preparation 



 
 

• Why is Risalah 
important? 

• How does the Qur’an 
guide Muslims? 

• What is al-Adl and 
Imamate? 

 
Assessment: Set of 
knowledge questions 

 
Enrichment Opportunity: 
London Central Mosque 
trip, guest speakers from 
within school and/or 
Imam from local 
mosques    

 

Academic   
end point 

By the end of Year 11, students will have sat their GCSE RS exams, having had many opportunities to grow in their knowledge and understanding, as well as 
develop the crucial skills of analysis, critical thinking, and justification. Students will have been equipped with exam techniques and revision guidance through 
the year but more so at the end once the content is covered. Students will have explored the last theme in the GCSE and the second religion of choice, Islam, 
expanding their diverse understanding of religious practices and beliefs. 
 

 
Year 12 

 
 
 

Philosophy of Religion 
 

• Existence of God  

• Evil and Suffering  

• Miracles  

• Religious Experience  

• Religious Language  

• Self and Life After Death 
 
Assessment: At the end of each topic there is a 10 mark and a 15 mark 
knowledge question to answer 
 

Ethics 
 

• Ethical Theories and Applications 

• Conscience 

• Bentham and Kant 

• Meta Ethics 

• Free Will and Determinism  
 
 
Assessment: At the end of each topic there is a 10 mark and a 15 mark 
knowledge question to answer 
 



 
 

 

 

Academic   
end point 

By the end of Year 12, students will have gotten a strong balance of the philosophy of religion and ethical theories. Students will have encountered case studies 
and religious teachings from Christianity that will raise curiosity, challenge beliefs, and encourage numerous discussions. Students will also have also wrestled 
with numerous ethical theories and application of these theories, fostering self-reflections and having made students more decisive.  
 
 

 
Year 13 

 
 
 

Christianity and Dialogues 
 

• Sources of Authority  

• God as the Ultimate Reality  

• Religious Pluralism 

• Religion and Science 

• Good Conduct and Moral Principle  

• Self, Death and the Afterlife 

• Religion and Secularisation  

• Religious Identity 

• Religion, Gender and Sexuality 

• Dialogues 
 
Assessment: At the end of each topic there is a 10 mark and a 15 mark knowledge question to answer 
 

Revision/Exam Preparation 

Academic   
end point 

By the end of Year 13, students will have sat their A-Level RS exams, having had many opportunities to grow in their knowledge and understanding, as well as 
develop the crucial skills of analysis, critical thinking, and justification. Students will have been equipped with exam techniques and revision guidance through 
the year but more so at the end once the content is covered. Students will have explored the last and most important part of the tri-partite content, having 
engaged with the vast array ways in which Christianity functions. Students are exposed to numerous religious teachings from Christian doctrine and sources of 
authority, leading students to evaluate these sources and apply them to matters such as a role of women or the place of Christianity in a secular world, to name 
a few. 
 


