
Class Reader Texts 

Year 7 

1.  Street Child by Berlie Doherty 

Written/published: 2009  
Genre: historical/adventure  
Theme: poverty 

 
When his mother dies, Jim Jarvis is left all alone in London. He is sent to the workhouse but quickly escapes, 

choosing a hard life on the streets of the city over the confines of the workhouse walls. Struggling to survive, Jim 

finally finds some friends...only to be snatched away and made to work for the remorselessly cruel Grimy Nick, 

constantly guarded by his vicious dog, Snipe. Will Jim ever manage to be free? 

2.  Diver’s Daughter by Patrice Lawrence  

Written/published: 2019 

Genre: historical/adventure 

Theme: immigration/prejudice  

 

Eve Cartright is a young black girl growing up with her mum in London in the late 16th century. Life is tough, Eve is 

almost always hungry, and they always seem to be just one step away from gruesome poverty, despite her hard-

working mum’s best efforts. 

When Eve nearly drowns and her mum’s expert diving to save her is noted by George Symons, a man with links to 

the sunken ship the Mary Rose, could they be on a pathway to riches? George sends them on a mission to 

persuade African diver Jacque Francis to guide them to the treasure. But the road is full of danger and betrayal. 

3.  Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds.  

Written/published: 2019  

Genre: Realistic  

Theme: friendship/self-awareness/bullying (10 short stories interwoven) 

As the school bell rings. Signalling the end of the day, the kids in Latimer Middle School stream out of their 

classrooms and begin their journeys home. There’s Pia on her skateboard, Simeon giving Kenzi a piggyback, the 

Low Cuts plotting their latest hustle, best friends Jasmine and TJ talking about random things. Everyone heads off 

in a different direction, leaving the busy school bubble and splitting off toward their separate lives. 

Here are ten stories about ten walks home – ten different kids, their friendships, their worries, their moments of 

joy, their routines. What makes today the same as any other walk home, and what makes it different? Can 

Satchmo escape Mr Jerry’s new dog? Will Gregory find the courage to ask Sandra for her number? Can Cynthia 

come up with the perfect joke for her grandfather? 

4.  Millions by Frank Cotrell Boyce  

Written/published: 2004  

Genre: Adventure  

Theme: family/moral dilemmas  

Since the death of his mother, Damian has become obsessed by saints. In order to escape the trappings of the 

material world, he builds a hermitage out of cardboard boxes near the railway line. 

One night, a bag containing £229,370 falls from the sky and flattens the hermitage. Damian is convinced it is a gift 

from God, and contemplates with his older brother Anthony the best way to spend it. But with only 17 days left 

before the national currency switches to Euros and the money becomes worthless, this proves to be much more 

difficult than they had anticipated... 

  



 

5.  Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick   

Written/published: 2000  

Genre: Dystopian  

Theme: climate change 

Imagine that a few years from now, England is covered by water and Norwich is an island. Zoe, left behind in the 

confusion when her parents escaped, survives there as best she can. Alone and desperate among marauding 

gangs, she manages to dig a derelict boat out of the mud and get away to Eels Island. But Eels Island, whose 

raggle-taggle inhabitants are dominated by the strange boy Dooby, is full of danger too. As Zoe stages a daring 

escape, will she ever find a safe place and be reunited with her family? 

6.  Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver   

Written/published: 2004  

Theme: friendship  

Genre: Adventure/fantasy  

Thousands of years ago, the land is a dark forest, peopled by hunter-gatherers who know every tree and herb. 

Then a dark, malevolent force conjures a demon contained in the body of a ferocious bear that will slay 

everything it sees - a demon determined to destroy the world. 

Twelve-year-old Torak sees his father murdered by the bear. With his dying breath, Torak's father tells his son 

that he is the only one who can stop it - he must lead the bear to the mountain of the World Spirit, and beg the 

spirit's help to overcome it. But Torak does not want to be a hero - frightened and alone, he must set out on a 

terrifying quest which will see him tricked and betrayed and every turn. Thankfully he has the company of a young 

wolf cub, whom he seems to understand better than any human. 

7. Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll   

Written/published: 1865 

Genre: fantasy/adventure  

Theme: Growing up  

When Alice falls down a rabbit hole into a strange land inhabited by talking rabbits, smoking caterpillars and 

grinning cats, she finds herself undergoing several challenges both physically, intellectually and emotionally, as 

she tries to find her way back home. 

8.  Freedom Train: The Story of Harriet Tubman by Dorothy Sterling 

Written/published: 1900  

Genre: non-fiction  

Theme: Prejudice 

Born into slavery, young Harriet Tubman knew only hard work and hunger. Escape seemed impossible - certainly 

dangerous. Yet Harriet did escape North, by the secret route called the Underground Railroad. Harriet didn't 

forget her people. Again and again she risked her life to lead them on the same secret, dangerous journey. 

9.  Mystery & Mayhem (Crime Club) by Katherine Woodfine  

Written/published: 2016  

Genre: short stories/crime/mystery   

Themes: moral choices 

The mysteries are grouped together by type - poison, closed-system, canine and impossible mysteries - but 

there's a range of motives and solutions to the crimes. 

  



 

Year 8 

1. The Giver by Lois Lowry 

Written/published: 1993  

Genre: Dystopian  

Theme: Set in the USA - Individuals vs society/freedom and choice/family/home 

 

It is the future. There is no war, no hunger, no pain. No one in the community wants for anything. Everything 

needed is provided. And at twelve years old, each member of the community has their profession carefully 

chosen for them by the Committee of Elders. 

Twelve-year old Jonas has never thought there was anything wrong with his world. But from the moment he is 

selected as the Receiver of Memory, Jonas discovers that their community is not as perfect as it seems. 

It is only with the help of the Giver, that Jonas can find what has been lost. And it is only through his personal 

courage that Jonas finds the strength to do what is right… 

2. Salt to the Sea by Ruta Septy 

Written/published: 2016  

Genre: historical fiction  

Themes: Set in Europe. Survival/Truth/Identity/Family/Coming of Age 

 

World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees are on a desperate trek toward 

freedom, many with something to hide. Among them are Joana, Emilia, and Florian, whose paths converge en 

route to the ship that promises salvation, the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced by circumstance to unite, the three find 

their strength, courage, and trust in each other tested with each step closer to safety. 

Just when it seems freedom is within their grasp, tragedy strikes. Not country, nor culture, nor status matter as all 

ten thousand people--adults and children alike--aboard must fight for the same thing: survival. 

3. The Supreme Lie by Geraldine McCaughrean  

Written/published: Set in UK in 1920s 

Genre: political satire/climate control  

Theme: Natural disasters/environmental exploitation/fake news 

 

Fifteen-year-old Gloria is maid to Afalia's tyrannical Head of State, Madame Suprema. When the country is hit by 

unprecedented flooding, Madame Suprema runs away, fearing she will be blamed for the crisis. To cover up this 

cowardly act, Gloria is made to step into Madame Suprema's shoes and is thrust into a world of corrupt and 

desperate politicians. As Gloria becomes aware of the forces toying with her every move, she must take decisions 

that could save, or end, thousands of lives - including her own... 

4. Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah  

Written/published: 2020 set in UK/Jamaica 

Genre: Historical fiction  

Theme: Imigration/emigration/family/prejudice 

 

This is the story of Leonard, who at 10 years old makes the journey with his mother from Jamaica to join his father 

in England. Leonard is part of the Windrush generation, one of thousands of people and families who were 

persuaded by the government to help rebuild England after the Second World War and make a better life for 

themselves. 

  



 

5. Ground Zero by Alan Gratz   

Written/published: 2021 set in USA and Afghanistan  

Genre: Historical fiction 9/11  

Theme: The impact of international events on two teenagers’ lives on other sides of the globe 

On September 11, 2001, Brandon joins his father at his job in the North Tower of the World Trade Center. 

Suddenly, an airplane hits the building, forever changing Brandon’s life, his father’s life, the thousands of lives of 

the people working in the skyscraper, and the world. Brandon and countless others must survive a fiery, 

nightmarish hellscape before the world as they know it comes crashing down. 

On September 11, 2020, halfway across the world in Afghanistan, Reshmina’s village is stuck in the crosshairs of 

yet another battle between the Taliban and the United States-led military forces. While trying to convince her 

brother that peace is possible, Reshmina encounters a wounded U.S. soldier. If she helps, she would uphold her 

own beliefs, but she would also put her entire village in grave danger. 

Both kids, separated by years and miles, find themselves at ground zero for consequential decisions. No matter 

their choices, their lives will change forever. 

6. The Odyssey (Puffin Classics) by Homer (1997) retold by Geraldine McCaughrean  

Written/published: 1997 set in Ancient Greece 

Genre: Historical fiction/mythology 

Themes: Fate/Justice/Honour 

The epic journey of Odysseus, the hero of Ancient Greece... 

After ten years of war, Odysseus turns his back on Troy and sets sail for home. But his voyage takes another ten 

years and he must face many dangers - Polyphemus the greedy one-eyed giant, Scylla the six-headed sea monster 

and even the wrath of the gods themselves - before he is reunited with his wife and son. 

7. Scared to Death: Ten Sinister Stories by the Master of the Macabre by Anthony Horowitz 

Written/published: 2016 various settings  

Genre: Short stories/horror  

Themes: Dilemmas 

This chilling collection of ten nightmarish and fiendishly funny short stories is a perfect read for fearless children. 

From a train journey straight to hell, out of control robots with a murderous streak and even a television show 

where death is the penalty – these terrifying tales display the dazzling wit and wicked humour of master 

storyteller Anthony Horowitz, and are guaranteed to make your blood curdle and your spine tingle. 

8. Asha and the Spirit Bird by Jasbinder Bilan  

Written /published: 2019.  Set in India.  

Genre: adventure  

Themes: Family/Conflict/Friendship/Greed 

Asha lives on the family farm with her mother in rural India. Her father is away working in the city, and when the 

money he sends stops suddenly, a wicked debt collector arrives. She’s determined to seize the property – and the 

treasure rumoured to be hidden on the land. Guided by a majestic bird which Asha believes to be the spirit of her 

grandmother, she and her best friend Jeevan embark on a journey to the city, across the Himalayas, to find her 

father and save her home …  

 

  



 

9. In the sea there are crocodiles: the story of Enaiatollah Akbari – biographical journey of refugee from 

Afghanistan to Italy.  

Written/published: 2010 set in Afghanistan and Italy   

Genre: Biography 

Theme: Prejudice/immigration/emigration 

In a book that takes a true story and shapes it into a beautiful piece of fiction, Italian novelist Fabio Geda 

describes Enaiatollah's remarkable five-year journey from Afghanistan to Italy where he finally managed to claim 

political asylum aged fifteen. His ordeal took him through Iran, Turkey and Greece, working on building sites in 

order to pay people-traffickers, and enduring the physical misery of dangerous border crossings squeezed into the 

false bottoms of lorries or trekking across inhospitable mountains. A series of almost implausible strokes of 

fortune enabled him to get to Turin, find help from an Italian family and meet Fabio Geda, with whom he became 

friends. 

The result of their friendship is this unique book in which Enaiatollah's engaging, moving voice is brilliantly 

captured by Geda's subtly simple storytelling. In Geda's hands, Enaiatollah's journey becomes a universal story of 

stoicism in the face of fear, and the search for a place where life is liveable. 

  



Year 9 

1. Day of the Triffids by John Wyndham   

Written/published: 1951 set in UK 

Genre: Science fiction/Dystopian   

Theme: Morality 

Bill Masen, bandages over his wounded eyes, misses the most spectacular meteorite shower England has ever 

seen. Removing his bandages the next morning, he finds masses of sightless people wandering the city. He soon 

meets Josella, another lucky person who has retained her sight, and together they leave the city, aware that the 

safe, familiar world they knew a mere twenty-four hours before is gone forever. 

But to survive in this post-apocalyptic world, one must survive the Triffids, strange plants that years before began 

appearing all over the world. The Triffids can grow to over seven feet tall, pull their roots from the ground to 

walk, and kill a man with one quick lash of their poisonous stingers. With society in shambles, they are now 

poised to prey on humankind. Wyndham chillingly anticipates bio-warfare and mass destruction, fifty years 

before their realization, in this prescient account of Cold War paranoia. 

2. Animal Farm by George Orwell  

Written/published: 1945 set in UK  

Genre: Dystopian/Satire  

Theme: political satire/equality/class/leadership/power/corruption 

Animal Farm tells the story of a rebellion and how it goes wrong. The animals' lives on the farm are terrible - there 

is not enough food, the work is hard, and animals are dying. 

One day, the animals kick out the farmer and start to run the farm. Soon, a group of animals - the pigs - becomes 

more and more important, but things are not better for most of the animals. Life for them is the same as before. 

3. The Woman in Black by Susan Hill  

Written/published: 1983 set in UK  

Genre: horror/gothic  

Theme: heartbreak/revenge 

The Woman in Black is a ghost story by Susan Hill, in which Arthur Kipps relates his haunting experiences at Eel 

Marsh House. 

The tale begins on Christmas Eve, when Arthur's step-children invite him to tell a ghost story. Arthur is too 

disturbed by his memories to share his story aloud, so he writes it down. 

In his story, a young Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is sent to settle the affairs of Alice Drablow. He sees a woman 

dressed in black at her funeral, though apparently no one else does. At Eel Marsh House, a house beyond a 

causeway, Arthur is haunted by noises and sightings of the woman. Eventually a local man, Sam Daily, reveals the 

full story of how Alice Drablow's sister, Jennet, haunts the house. He explains that a child dies each time the 

woman in black is seen. At the end of the story, Arthur sees the woman in black again and his wife and son die in 

a terrible accident. 

4. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time   

Written/published: 2003 set in UK 

Genre: Mystery  

Themes: autism/mystery/family/growing up/trust 

A murder mystery novel like no other. The detective, and narrator, is Christopher Boone. Christopher is fifteen 

and has Asperger's Syndrome. He knows a very great deal about maths and very little about human beings. He 

loves lists, patterns and the truth. He hates the colours yellow and brown and being touched. He has never gone 

further than the end of the road on his own, but when he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he sets out on a 

terrifying journey which will turn his whole world upside down. 

  



 

5. The Road by Cormac McCarthy  

Written/published: 2006 set in USA  

Genre: Dystopian  

Theme: challenges of survival/the importance of family/father-son relationships 

 The journey of a father and his son is recounted as they walk alone after a great fire has consumed the nation 

and left everything in ashes. Written without speech punctuation. 

6. Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer  

Written/published: 1996 set in USA 

Genre: adventure/non-fiction  

Theme: Freedom/forgiveness/father/son relationship 

In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness 

north of Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. He had given $25,000 in savings to 

charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life 

for himself. His body - along with a camera with five rolls of film, an SOS note, and a cryptic diary written in the 

back pages of a book about edible plants - was found six months later by a hunter. 

7. I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala Yousafzai 

Written/published: 2013 set in Pakistan and UK 

Genre: non-fiction  

Theme: the power of education/hope and change 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be 

silenced and fought for her right to an education. 

 

On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the head 

at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. 

 

Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern 

Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of peaceful 

protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize laureate. 

 

I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a 

father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of 

brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes son  

Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern 

Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of peaceful 

protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize laureate. 

8. Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds  

Written/published: 2017 set in UK 

Genre: Realistic/Ghost/written in verse 

Theme: loyalty and revenge/grief/fear/violence/knife crime  

AND THEN THERE WERE SHOTS 
Everybody 
ran, 
ducked, 
hid, tucked 
themselves tight. 

Pressed our lips to the 
pavement and prayed 



the boom, followed by 
the buzz of a bullet, 
didn't meet us. 

After Will's brother is shot in a gang crime, he knows the next steps. Don't cry. Don't snitch. Get 
revenge. So he gets in the lift with Shawn's gun, determined to follow The Rules. Only when the lift door 
opens, Buck walks in, Will's friend who died years ago. And Dani, who was shot years before that. As 
more people from his past arrive, Will has to ask himself if he really knows what he's doing. 

9. The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conon Doyle   

Written/published: 1902 set in UK  

Genre: Detective/mystery  

Theme: natural v’s supernatural/disguise and deceit 

The Baskerville family curse tells of how a terrifying, supernatural hound roams the moors around Baskerville Hall 

and preys on members of the family in revenge for a ghastly crime committed by one of their ancestors. When Sir 

Charles Baskerville is found dead in the grounds, with a large animal footprint near his lifeless body, the locals are 

convinced that the hound is back. It is up to Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson to uncover the truth and keep the 

new heir to the hall safe from danger. 

 

 

  



Year 10 

1. Boys Don’t Cry by Malorie Blackman  

Written/published: 2010 set in UK  

Genre: Coming of age/realistic  

Theme: teenage pregnancy/homophobia 

You're waiting for the postman - he's bringing your A level results. University, a career as a journalist - a glittering 

future lies ahead. But when the doorbell rings it's your old girlfriend; and she's carrying a baby. Your baby. 

You're happy to look after it, just for an hour or two. But then she doesn't come back - and your future suddenly 

looks very different. 

2. Skin by Roald Dahl  

Written/published: 1952  

Genre: Short stories 

Theme: Short stories filled with intrigue 

HOW would you dispose of a murder weapon without causing suspicion? 

WHERE would you hide a diamond where no one else would think of looking? 

WHAT if you discovered the tattoo on your back was worth a million dollars? 

ELEVEN TALES FILLED WITH INTRIGUE AND SUSPENSE TO STARTLE AND SPELLBIND YOU. 

3. Time and Time by Ben Elton  

Written/published: 2014 set in Europe  

Genre: Historical fiction WW1/science fiction 

Theme: moral dilemmas/conflict/power 

It's the first of June 1914 and Hugh Stanton, ex-soldier and celebrated adventurer is quite literally the loneliest 

man on earth. No one he has ever known or loved has been born yet. Perhaps now they never will be. 

Stanton knows that a great and terrible war is coming. A collective suicidal madness that will destroy European 

civilization and bring misery to millions in the century to come. He knows this because, for him, that century is 

already history. 

Somehow he must change that history. He must prevent the war. A war that will begin with a single bullet. But 

can a single bullet truly corrupt an entire century? And, if so, could another single bullet save it? What happens if 

the Archduke of Ferdinand is not shot? 

4. After the Fire by Will Hill – inspired by the Waco siege in Texas 1993 set in USA 

Written/published: 2017  

Genre: Adventure   

Theme: love/hope/courage/family  

Deep in the Texas desert, Moonbeam lives with her Brothers and Sisters. They're safe, protected by the Fence and 

Father John. Because Father John knows what's right and what's wrong. But then Nate arrives from Outside, 

stirring doubt...and suddenly Moonbeam's world is on fire. But what happens after? What happens when you lose 

everything you've ever known? 

5. Inferno by Dan Brown   

Written/published: 2013 set in Europe 

Genre: Mystery/thriller/suspense  

Theme: population control 

Florence: Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon awakes in a hospital bed with no recollection of where he is or 

how he got there. Nor can he explain the origin of the macabre object that is found hidden in his belongings. A 

threat to his life will propel him and a young doctor, Sienna Brooks, into a breakneck chase across the city. Only 



Langdon's knowledge of the hidden passageways and ancient secrets that lie behind its historic facade can save 

them from the clutches of their unknown pursuers.  

With only a few lines from Dante's Inferno to guide them, they must decipher a sequence of codes buried deep 

within some of the Renaissance's most celebrated artworks to find the answers to a puzzle which may, or may 

not, help them save the world from a terrifying threat… 

6.     Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini  

Written/published: 2003 set in Afghanistan  

Genre: Historical fiction/ coming of age 

Theme: Betrayal/redemption/Fathers and Children/abuse of power 

Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the local kite-fighting tournament and his loyal 

friend Hassan promises to help him. But neither of the boys can foresee what will happen to Hassan that 

afternoon, an event that is to shatter their lives. After the Russians invade and the family is forced to flee to 

America, Amir realises that one day he must return to Afghanistan under Taliban rule to find the one thing that 

his new world cannot grant him: redemption. 

7.  The 39 Steps by John Buchannan 

Written/published: 1915 set in UK  

Genre: Adventure/thriller  

Theme: Espionage/disguise and deception 

Richard Hannay has just returned to England after years in South Africa and is thoroughly bored with his life in 

London. But then a murder is committed in his flat, just days after a chance encounter with an American who had 

told him about an assassination plot which could have dire international consequences. An obvious suspect for 

the police and an easy target for the killers, Hannay goes on the run in his native Scotland where he will need all 

his courage and ingenuity to stay one step ahead of his pursuers. 

8. Lord of the Flies by William Golding  

Written/published: 1954  

Genre: Dystopian  

Themes: Human nature/Conflict/Power 

A plane crashes on a desert island. The only survivors are a group of schoolboys. By day, they discover fantastic 

wildlife and dazzling beaches, learning to survive; at night, they are haunted by nightmares of a primitive beast. 

Orphaned by society, it isn't long before their innocent childhood games devolve into a savage, murderous hunt... 

9. 1984 by George Orwell  

Written/published: 1947 set in UK  

Genre: Dystopian 

Themes: Power/Corruption/Loyalty 

'Who controls the past controls the future: who controls the present controls the past' 

Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the 

past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet he inwardly rebels against the totalitarian world he lives in, which 

demands absolute obedience and controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and the watchful eye of Big 

Brother, symbolic head of the Party. In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love affair with a 

fellow-worker Julia, but soon discovers the true price of freedom is betrayal. 

10. Alan Turing – the Enigma Man by Nigel Cawthorne 

Written/published: 2014 set in UK/Europe  

Genre: non fiction  

Themes: Power/conflict 

Spring 1940: The Battle of the Atlantic rages. Vulnerable merchant convoys are at the mercy of German U-boats 

controlled by a cunning system of coded messages created by a machine called Enigma. Only one man believes 

that these codes can be broken - mathematician and Bletchley Park cryptanalyst Alan Turing. 



Winston Churchill later described Turing's success in breaking the Enigma codes as the single biggest contribution 

to victory against Nazi Germany. 

Unheralded during his lifetime, Turing is now recognized as the father of modern computer science and as 

possessing one of the greatest minds of the 20th century. Drawing on original source material, interviews and 

photographs, this book explores Turing's groundbreaking work as well as revealing the private side of a complex 

and unlikely national hero. 

  



Year 11 

1. My Name is Why? by Lemn Sissay  

Written/published: 2019  

Genre: Autobiography/Realism   

Themes: Neglect and determination/Misfortune and hope/Cruelty and triumph 

Ripped away from his Ethiopian mother in infancy, Sissay endured over a decade of mistreatment and wilful 

cruelty in the British care system. This is the powerful and inspiring account of the acclaimed poet’s journey from 

neglect and despair to artistic and cultural recognition. 

At the age of seventeen, after a childhood in a fostered family followed by six years in care homes, Norman 

Greenwood was given his birth certificate. He learned that his real name was not Norman. It was Lemn Sissay. He 

was British and Ethiopian. And he learned that his mother had been pleading for his safe return to her since his 

birth. 

This is Lemn's story; a story of neglect and determination, misfortune and hope, cruelty and triumph. Sissay 

reflects on a childhood in care, self-expression and Britishness, and in doing so explores the institutional care 

system, race, family and the meaning of home. 

2. Sherlock: the adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Conan Doyle – detective/crime 

Written/published: 1891 – 1892.  Set in Victorian England  

Genre: Crime/Detective/Mystery  

Themes: Fear/Justice/Evil/Class/Reputation 

The Adventures contains twelve short stories.  

It includes some of Conan Doyle's best tales of murder and mystery, such as 'The Adventures of the Speckled 

Band', in which the strange last words of a dying woman 'It was the band, the speckled band!' and an inexplicable 

whistling in the night are the only clues Sherlock Holmes has to prevent another murder; and 'The Five Orange 

Pips', in which an untimely death and the discovery of the letter containing five orange pips lead to a cross-

Atlantic conspiracy. 

3. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe  

Written/published: 1958 set in Nigeria 

Genre: Historical fiction  

Themes: Colonialism/Clash of cultures 

A simple story of a "strong man" whose life is dominated by fear and anger, Things Fall Apart is written with 

remarkable economy and subtle irony. Uniquely and richly African, at the same time it reveals Achebe's keen 

awareness of the human qualities common to men of all times and places. 

4. Small Island by Angela Levy  

Written/published: 2004 set in UK  

Genre: Historical fiction 

Themes: Windrush generation/colonialism 

It is 1948, and England is recovering from a war. But at 21 Nevern Street, London, the conflict has only just begun. 

Queenie Bligh's neighbours do not approve when she agrees to take in Jamaican lodgers, but Queenie doesn't 

know when her husband will return, or if he will come back at all. What else can she do? 

Gilbert Joseph was one of the several thousand Jamaican men who joined the RAF to fight against Hitler. 

Returning to England as a civilian he finds himself treated very differently. It's desperation that makes him 

remember a wartime friendship with Queenie and knock at her door. 

Gilbert's wife Hortense, too, had longed to leave Jamaica and start a better life in England. But when she joins him 

she is shocked to find London shabby, decrepit, and far from the golden city of her dreams. Even Gilbert is not the 

man she thought he was...5 

 



5. White teeth by Zadie Smith   

Written/published: 2000 set in multicultural England in the 1980s  

Genre: Humour/realism  

Themes: Prejudice/Clash of culture/Growing up/Friendship 

Three cultures and three families over three generations. 

6. The Murder of Roger Ackroyd by Agatha Christie   

Written/published: 1926 set in UK  

Genre: Detective/Mystery  

Theme: Deceit/Greediness/Blackmail 

Roger Ackroyd knew too much. He knew that the woman he loved had poisoned her brutal first husband. He 

suspected also that someone had been blackmailing her. Now, tragically, came the news that she had taken her 

own life with a drug overdose. 

But the evening post brought Roger one last fatal scrap of information. Unfortunately, before he could finish the 

letter, he was stabbed to death... 

7. Turn of the Screw by Henry James  

Written/published: 1989 set in UK  

Genre: Gothic Horror 

Themes: Good vs evil/social class/appearances 

The Turn of the Screw tells of a nameless young governess sent to a country house to take charge of two orphans, 

Miles and Flora. Unsettled by a dark foreboding of menace within the house, she soon comes to believe that 

something malevolent is stalking the children in her care. But is the threat to her young charges really a malign 

and ghostly presence or something else entirely? 

8. The Illustrated Man by Ray Bradbury  

Written/published: 1951  

Genre: Short stories/Science Fiction 

Themes: Technology/Psychology of people 

A classic collection of stories - all told on the skin of a man - from the author of Fahrenheit 451. 

If El Greco had painted miniatures in his prime, no bigger than your hand, infinitely detailed, with his sulphurous 

colour and exquisite human anatomy, perhaps he might have used this man's body for his art... 

Yet the Illustrated Man has tried to burn the illustrations off. He's tried sandpaper, acid, and a knife. Because, as 

the sun sets, the pictures glow like charcoals, like scattered gems. They quiver and come to life. Tiny pink hands 

gesture, tiny mouths flicker as the figures enact their stories - voices rise, small and muted, predicting the future. 

9. The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out Of The Window And Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson  

Written/published: 2015 set in Sweden  

Genre: Humour  

Themes: Fate 

Sitting quietly in his room in an old people's home, Allan Karlsson is waiting for a party he doesn't want to begin. 

His one-hundredth birthday party to be precise. The Mayor will be there. The press will be there. But, as it turns 

out, Allan will not . . . 

Escaping (in his slippers) through his bedroom window, into the flowerbed, Allan makes his getaway. And so 

begins his picaresque and unlikely journey involving criminals, several murders, a suitcase full of cash, and 

incompetent police. As his escapades unfold, Allan's earlier life is revealed. A life in which - remarkably - he played 

a key role behind the scenes in some of the momentous events of the twentieth century. 

  



 

10. The Van by Roddy Doyle   

Written/published: 1991 set in Ireland  

Genre: Realistic/humour 

Themes: Male friendship 

Jimmy Rabbitte is unemployed and rapidly running out of money. His best friend Bimbo has been made 

redundant at the company where he has worked for many years. The two old friends are out of luck and out of 

options. That is, until Bimbo finds a dilapidated 'chipper van' and the pair decide to go into business... 

 


