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Dear Families 

As we approach the end of 2021 and 
the start of our Christmas break, we 
are also approaching the end of Jo 
Meloni’s tenure as Headteacher of 
The Misbourne.  On behalf of the 
entire Trustee Board, I would like to 
thank Jo for everything she has done 
for The Misbourne over the last three 
and a half years, including leading us 

Message from Kate Goodwin, Chair of Trustees
We have an exciting year ahead for 
a number of reasons, including the 
opening of the new Sports Hall which, 
as well as being such a fabulous 
asset for our students, will also be a 
wonderful venue for local community 
clubs.   We will be able to update you 
all on the plans for opening in the New 
Year.   

On that happy note, I wish you all a 
safe and peaceful Christmas holiday, 
and look forward to the reopening of 
the School on 4 January.

Best regards,  

Kate Goodwin
Chair of Trustees

Headteacher’s Welcome
Dear Families,

I look forward to the end of a term 
when I flick through the pages of our 
termly newsletter. It always serves 
as a timely reminder of so many of 
the wonderful things we get up to, in 
addition to the hard work that goes 
on in classrooms.  

From charity work to sports and 
the arts; and from competitions to 
careers and reading, we have a bit 
of everything. I am so proud to 
have led such a vibrant, inclusive and 
respectful community over the 
past three and a bit years. Seeing our 
students’ achievements and watching 
them grow into such talented, 
thoughtful, resilient young adults, 
with the moral purpose and 
belief in themselves to take on the 
world, fills me with joy. 

Don’t just take my word for it. 
You will know that we had some 
external reviewers in school this 
term, and can see for yourself from 

some of their quotes on the next 
page that they felt the same. We 
really should all be very proud, as it 
takes a whole community or, as we 
like to say, #TeamMisbourne, 
pulling together to develop a culture 
of collaboration, support and 
kindness. 

I am hoping that our ‘What will 
your future be?’ campaign will be 
a real inspiration to our students, 
present and future. Realising their 
ambition is one of our key 
priorities and this new campaign is 
just one way we are capitalising on 
the influence that our Misbourne 
Alumni can have on current students’ 
engagement and belief that ‘anything 
is possible’ for them too. 

I hope you get as much enjoyment 
out of reading this newsletter as I 
have and I look forward to seeing 
future editions from afar. 

Jo Meloni

through unchartered waters in the 
form of a global pandemic, which I am 
not sure was something we covered 
off as a requirement during her 
induction! 

To say that Jo has worked tirelessly 
since her very first day with us is an 
understatement.  We will miss her and 
wish her all the very best at her new 
school and hope they appreciate her 
as much as we have done. 

Of course, this means that we start 
our Spring term and 2022 with a new 
Headteacher, Mr Richard Peters.  I 
have written to all families previously 
confirming this appointment and can 
only reiterate how pleased we are 
to have found such an inspiring and 
capable person to lead our school into 
2022 and beyond.  Again, on behalf 
of the Trustee Board, we are very 
much looking forward to working with 
Richard.   
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“Pastoral support is very strong. The ‘small 
school’ system allows students across year 
groups to work together. For example, sixth 

form students act as excellent role models by 
regularly reading with students in Years 7 and 

8. The small school system also encourages 
inter-school competitions and activities which 

build students’ character and leadership skills.”

Rising to the Challenge
A month ago, we welcomed a team of professional reviewers  into The Misbourne as part 
of our work with Challenge Partners.  They were here to provide a peer-to-peer review of 
The Misbourne and our practices to help identify our strengths and areas for development.  
The final report was very complimentary.  Here are some of the highlights.   

“There is a clear vision for the school, 
allied to a set of values, which are 
regularly referred to. For example, the 
school’s key values underpin the reward 
system which is helping to develop 
polite and respectful students.”

Sixth form students are active in school life. They 
particularly value the increased leadership opportunities 
that the ‘small school’ system engenders, such as leading 
working groups on the environment, mental health, and 

equality and diversity. They spoke enthusiastically about the 
school’s recently introduced LEAP award (Leading change, 
Enriching others, Additional qualifications, Preparing your 
future) which encourages them to develop their skills in 

these four areas.

“There is a tangible community feel to the school. Senior leaders “There is a tangible community feel to the school. Senior leaders 
know their school well and are committed to providing the very know their school well and are committed to providing the very 
best opportunities for all students.”best opportunities for all students.”

Careers education is a beacon of the school. Students 
receive high quality advice and guidance which prepares 
them well for their next steps. 

Students are proud of their school and 
would recommend it to their friends. They 
are very appreciative of the range of extra-
curricular opportunities on offer, such as 

film club and cheerleading, as well as a host 
of sports clubs. Many take part in the Duke 

of Edinburgh Award scheme.

“Leaders have thought carefully 
about developing students’ literacy 
and have implemented a well-
thought-out reading programme.”

The Misbourne is a harmonious and inclusive school. Students interact 
extremely well together. They are respectful and articulate, and very 
welcoming to visitors.
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Meloni’s moments
It is with great sadness that we will 
say goodbye to Ms Meloni at the end 
of this term.  Over the past three 
and a half years, she has provided 
inspirational leadership to The 
Misbourne, introducing a number of 
initiatives that will endure for many 
years to come.  First amongst these 
is the small school system, which has 
embedded excellent pastoral care for 
all students throughout the school.  

She also secured the green light for 
our sports hall development, which 
will  be a very fitting legacy for this 
former PE teacher.  

However, in addition to the 
‘big’ initiatives, Ms Meloni will 
be remembered for the joy she 
took in students’ day-to-day 
accomplishments.  She relished 
meeting students for a weekly Hot 

Chocolate with the Head, and liked 
nothing more than to judge their 
inter-school competitions or challenge 
them to sports tournaments.  

All students and families will have 
their own individual memories of 
Ms Meloni, here we provide some 
snapshots of her finest moments. 

Arrivederci, Ms Meloni...

Awarding a British Army Officer Scholarship 

Enjoying a game of table tennis

A weekly hot chocolate with nominees Even lockdown didn’t stop the hot chocolate

Meeting Sixth Form leaders

Joining in elections for Head Students
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Meloni’s moments

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Choosing the winning Christmas card design Celebrating success in the elite sports programme 

Congratulating students on their examination results

Supporting charity fundraising Meeting Cheryl Gillan, MP
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Attenborough
by Ms Balchin, Head of School
This school year we have welcomed 7AG 
and 7LM to our Attenborough team. Our 
new students have thrived, showing 
resilience and teamwork as they have 
navigated their way through their first 
term at secondary school. Among these 
students we have budding athletes, 
with Amber S-T competing in a National 
Gymnastic Championship and multiple 
student’s taking part in a County Cross 
Country Competition, where Dylan L 
placed 14th in the boys’ competition. 

Our year 8s have been enjoying learning 
new topics such as dystopian fiction in 
English and have been drawing donuts in 
Art. Lots of our year 8s and their families 
attended the Making the Grade evening 
this term to learn about the subjects they 
are taking and how we are supporting 
them to achieve their potential.  

Recently a number of Yr9 Attenborough 
students had the opportunity to visit 
Bucks New Uni, where they took part 
in games, activities and a tour to learn 
about University life and get them 

excited for the future. The trip was so 
successful that we plan on giving all 
year 9 students the opportunity to visit 
the university for a similar experience. 
Additionally, our year 9 students have 
made a great start to their GCSEs 
and have already had an assembly 
exploring how to revise and resources 
to help them further. Many of the 
students in 9JP and 9EC are considering 
signing up to take part in the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award in January and 
have had an assembly giving them an 
introduction to what the course entails. 

Our Year 10 and 11 students are 
continuing to work hard and prepare for 
their GCSEs. Next half term the year 10s 
will have their Making the Grade evening, 
where they will have the opportunity to 
learn more about the specific subjects 
they are studying and what they need 
to do to achieve the best grade possible. 
We are encouraging 11GK and 11RC to 
keep on top of their revision as they 
move towards their second set of PPEs. 

Many of our students have impressed us 
with their work ethic and dedication to 
their studies, which has been reflected in 
the results from their PPEs. However, we 
still have a way to go and we are working 
hard to support our students with 
getting the right work life balance whilst 
managing the stress and workload that 
goes hand-in-hand with their GCSE year. 

Attenborough has supported a 
number of good causes this term 
including the Rotary Shoebox Scheme, 
donating to the OneCan Trust 
and raising money for our chosen 
charity the Orangutan Foundation.

The Attenborough School Base and 
staff team have been so impressed 
with the start the Attenborough 
students have made, especially after 
such an unpredictable time. They 
have settled back into school life, 
demonstrating pride in their work and 
ambition to achieve their goals this year. 

Keep up the good work Attenborough!

by Miss Rowe, Head of SchoolFranklin 
Franklin students, as I write this, we 
are still topping the Achievement 
Points table. Year 7 have been a 
welcome addition to our Franklin 
family and have only added to our 
large number of achievements so can 
we continue to hold onto our winning 
title from last academic year?!   

Despite some challenges this term, 
you have all continued to turn in great 
work and participate in a wide range 
of activities and this is reflected in our 
outstanding number of achievement 
points, well done! From donating to 
the OneCan Trust Appeal, to sending 
off shoe boxes for the Rotary Club, 

you have truly shown many school 
values and for that we are really proud 
of all the members of Franklin School.   

We have plenty to look forward to 
next term, with many inter-school 
competitions on the cards as well 
as fundraising activities towards this 
year’s chosen charity, ‘Hearing Dogs 
for Deaf People’, which is based locally 
in Saunderton, Princes Risborough.   

Sadly, this term we also say farewell 
to Miss Freemantle, our Deputy Head 
of Franklin School. Miss Freemantle 
has been a real support to all Franklin 
students and her kindness and caring 

nature will be truly missed. We wish 
her lots of luck in her new career 
and we hope a little Franklin team 
spirit will always remain in her heart.  

Wishing you all a lovely 
holiday and I look forward to 
welcoming you all back in 2022!



Page 7

Turing

Holmes by Miss Hill, Head of School

It has been a fantastic term for 
Turing students across the school 
and the Turing team could not be 
prouder of our students. This has 
been a particularly tricky couple of 
years and we cannot believe how 
well students have settled back into 
the routine of consistently being 
in school and attending all lessons 
in person. Students have engaged 
with lessons and when we walk 
around classrooms the atmosphere 
that we have seen has been one of 
productive and exciting learning. 

There have been a huge number 
of achievements in Turing school 

this half term both, internally and 
externally. We have had some brilliant 
netball and football results; we have 
had some Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 students 
represent the school at cross country 
and perform incredibly well; we have 
had a number of Turing reps and 
leaders involved in school assemblies 
and also begin their charity work. This 
has all been led by our wonderful 
Deputy Head of Turing; Miss Flitney. 

We want to say a massive 
congratulations to Year 7 who have 
had a fantastically positive start to 
the year and Year 11 who performed 
brilliantly in their PPEs in November. 

by Mrs Owen, Head of School and Miss 
Flitney, Deputy Head of School

September seems such a long time 
ago now, but the Holmes team can still 
remember the excitement when we all 
entered the school gates with the hope 
of some return to normality after such 
a difficult academic year as the previous 
one...and that was just the teachers! 

We have seen a vast number of Holmes 
students embody the values of Holmes 
School and the wider community on a daily 
basis. The kindness, respect, tolerance, 
teamwork and continued ambition 
shown by students has reinforced to us 
just how resilient students are, no matter 
their ages, something that has made us 
truly proud. Visiting lessons, we have 
seen students working hard, engaged 
with their learning and enjoying being 
in the classroom with their teachers. 

This half term has seen the launch of 
the Student Leadership Programme, 
something that was curtailed by the 
pandemic. We have a large number of 
student leaders representing Holmes 
School under the watchful eye of our 
Deputy Head of School, Ms Owusu. 
The leaders are currently involved 
in drumming up support for the very 
worthy cause that is the OneCan Trust, 
and we are doing very well with the 
amount of food that we have collected 
so far. The new year will see lots of 
opportunities to raise more funds for 
our charity Mind as well as for students 
to take part in many more competitions 
and win as many achievement points 
and other prizes along the way. 

The Holmes Team would like to 

congratulate the students who have 
been part of the many successful sports 
teams that have returned to competitive 
matches this year including netball, 
football, badminton and cross-country 
events as well as those students who 
have supported primary school students 
with their sporting festivals. Special 
mentions to Year 7 who have made a 
fantastic start to The Misbourne and Year 
11 students who achieved some amazing 
results in their recent pre-public exams. 

We can’t wait to see what the new 
year has in store for Holmes School! 

Have a great Christmas and New 
Year from the Holmes School Team. 

Holmes by Miss Hill, Head of School

We want to wish you all a lovely 
Christmas and a relaxing holiday. 

Achievement point tally so far...



Page 8

Healthy 
competition

School competitions help to promote 
teamwork, positive participation, self-
discovery, resilience, artistry, ambition, 
confidence and fun! Ms Owusu, 
deputy head of Holmes, reports 
on our small school competitions. 

The 2021-22 Misbourne Small School 
competitions are in full swing now as 
students in Holmes, Franklin, Turing 
and Attenborough Schools battle it 
out for victory in a range of cross 
curriculum competitions, challenges 
and activities ranging from PE to Science 
to English to Maths to Photography. 
Students will have an opportunity to 
earn rewards, achievement points, 
prizes and extra privileges for their 
School when they take part in the 
range of smaller schools competitions.

Expect to find fierce, fun and fantastic 
competitions in some of the following 
events planned for the school year: 
Winter School Games, Summer School 
Games, Dance off, Colour Run, Eco 
Week, Show Racism the Red Card, 
FIFA contest, Row-a-thon, Children in 
Need, Cycle Cross, ‘The Apprentice’, 
Photography project, Mask-making, 
Photography project, Robot Wars, 

Maths Challenge, Year 7 Battle of 
the Bands and Year 8 Song Writing.

Several successful competitions have 
already taken place this term including a 
poster competition to support ‘The One 
Can Trust’ charity in High Wycombe. 
Students are also donating non-
perishable foods to ‘The One Can Trust’ 
charity to help support local families 
who may be experiencing financial 
hardship during the holiday season 
and beyond. The School which collects 
the most items in their trolley will be 
rewarded. Alongside this, students are 

also involved in a Christmas card making 
event to support local charities. The 
English Department are also running 
a creative writing competition for 
Year 9 and the winning stories will be 
revealed before the end of the term.

There is so much to look forward to 
this coming year. Our students are 
excited and eager to engage in healthy 
competition to show off their amazing 
skills, knowledge and plethora of 
talents. We encourage all students to 
get involved and support their School 
as ‘Together Everyone Achieves More!

Christmas card competition 2021
We had a huge number of entries 
to our small school Christmas card 
competition this year and the standard 
was very high, as you will see on the 
following page.  Ms Meloni and Ms 
Whitfield, accompanied by Sixth Form 
art student Poppy, had a very difficult 
time choosing the winners and runners 
up.  All the winners have secured 
Achievement Points for their small 
schools, as well as being presented with 
a certificate and an additional festive 
prize.  Well done to everyone who 
entered.

Ms Whitfield, Poppy and Ms Meloni choose the winning entries
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The winning entries from Ishmael (above) and Harry (right).

Tilda, 7DMG

Summer, 8KM

Mylo, 8BW

Eva, 8BW

Jessica, 8BW

Iris, 8KS

Poppy, 7LM
Finley, 7DMG

Charlie, 7LC

Divy, 7AG

Highly commended entries
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A former student at Oxford 
Brookes University gave Year 11, 
Year 12 and Year 13 MFL students 
a talk about the opportunities at 
the University and beyond their 
studies. It was very informative. 
She talked about the benefits of 
studying a language, where you 
will develop your communication 
skills, cross-cultural insight, and 
professional experience, which 
is great if you want to work in a 

foreign country. On this course 
you will have a year abroad, 
where you will soak up varied 
experiences and meet lots of new 
people from different cultures. 
The type of skills that you might 
learn at Oxford Brookes University 
will be beneficial for potential 
employers and it’s not just about 
boosting your employability, 
you can learn about where 
your talents lie, as well as 

having a great time at university.

By Raffy T, 11AM

As the careers lead school for Bucks, we pride ourselves on the high standard of careers education and 
guidance that we provide to all our students.  Since September, our Sixth Form students have received a 
variety of talks from external experts on a range of topics, from considering what will drive them to enjoy a 
job in a specific sector to the variety of opportunities that studying MFL will provide them. 

Careers showcase 

The many opportunities with MFL...

In November, medical 
recruitment experts Zenopa gave 
our Sixth Formers an assembly 
to introduce them to the degree 
apprenticeship and selection 
process.  

Separately, Nicola Heslop at 
Beaconsfield High School also 
gave our students an informative 
and engaging talk about the 
benefits of joining the Law 
Society.

Our partnership with 
Speakers4Schools continues to 
pay dividends, providing our 
students with access to talks from 
inspirational industry leaders.  This 
time, our Sixth Formers enjoyed 
the benefit of listening to Branko 
Bjelobaba FCII, an IoD Ambassador.  
During his lively talk, Branko asked 
our students to think about what 
motivates them and what they 
are really looking to gain from a 
career.  He also asked them to think 

carefully about money and how 
much they would hope to be paid 
in their future careers - a subject 
that all too many speakers tend to 
steer clear of.     

Branko commended our students 
on their smart appearance, 
saying it was rare that he spoke 
to Sixth Formers who were so 
professionally dressed. He also 
complimented their insightful 
questions, which he answered 
with clarity and enthusiasm.  
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Careers Carousel
On 10 December, our Year 11 and Year 13 students participated in a carousel of careers activities designed 
to develop students’ employability skills and give them invaluable training to prepare them for when they 
apply to further and higher education establishments as well as when they enter the job market.  The day 
comprised:

• Mock interview (conducted by members of the external business community) 

• Apprenticeships talk 

• Team building activity run by the Navy  

• Problem solving workshop run by a multi-national company  

• Setting up a LinkedIn profile 

• Cooking skills on a budget workshop   

Thank you to all our volunteers, from local business people to former students, who freely gave up their time 
for the benefit of students. 
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Learning enhancement day
On 10 December, 2021, students in all 
year groups participated in a Learning 
Enhancement Day.  A series of external 
charities and learning providers visited 
The Misbourne to provide students 
with the opportunity to bring learning 
to life and experience aspects of the 
curriculum that they may not usually 
have exposure to.  

Students in each year group benefitted 
from talks and workshops on a range of 
topics, including:

• Year 7: science and languages

• Year 8: maintaining good mental 
health 

• Year 9: science and religion

• Year 10: Show Racism the Red Card

• Year 11: Careers Day

• Year 12: National Citizenship 
Service activity day 

• Year 13: Next steps - careers advice 

Mrs Owen, curriculum development 
manager,who co-ordinated the day with 
Mrs Golla, Mrs Hill and Ms Bartington, 
said, “We were delighted with how 
the day ran.  We had put together a 
careful programme of activities for 
our students, that explored a diverse 
and interesting range of topics and 
activities, and we were really pleased 
with the positive feedback we 
received.”      
Learning Enhancement Days will 
become a regular fixture in the 
academic calendar, with the plan 
being to run one per term.  Based on 
students’ reactions to the first one for 
this year, they will be well received...

“I really enjoyed all of the activities on Friday, 
however, most of all I enjoyed designing a poster 
about different means of getting to school, which 
may help to give other students ideas.  I also liked 
learning about robots.  The robots could speak to 
people, which was really interesting.  I also got to 
hold a brain, which was cool!” 
Callum T, Year 9

“I enjoyed enrichment day because 
we did lots of fun activities, such as 
Flamenco dancing and code breaking 
in Languages. My favourite bit was 
the tower building in Science as we 
had to build a tower strong enough 
to hold an egg. My group narrowly 
lost out on first place by 0.5 cm! 
It was a really good team-building 
exercise though.” Tilda, Year 7

“It was really fun because 
we got to work in teams 
to design and build 
towers in Science.” 
Freddie, Year 7

“In Year 8, we covered mental health. I believe that the entire class found 
it a fun change from the everyday routine - the instructors were kind, 
helpful and approachable. We had three online presentations from different 
people using Teams so that we could ask questions when we wanted to. The 
presentations covered what mental health is, who can suffer from mental 
health issues and that it can be good to talk about it, and even that you 
can help people by listening to them. We also had multiple work sheets to 
complete throughout the day, consolidating our learning. At the end of the 
day there was whole year group assembly with someone from the charity 
Mind, which our small school (Holmes) supports, joining us online.

I feel that sessions like this can help young people to feel less alone in the 
fact that they might be suffering in their mental health, and that it is not 
unusual and is OK to talk about it.” Mylo, Year 8
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“I really enjoyed 
learning about 
Spanish Christmas 
traditions, especially 
as I am currently 
studying French.” 
Tilly, Year 7

“Friday was a day that helped me learn about mental 
health and wellbeing.  I learned very interesting tips on 
how to help anxiety and different companies/websites 
that will always support you through tough times.

“Friday was also a day for all of us so we can take our 
minds off learning and focus a bit more on how we are 
feeling mentally and physically. I think everyone might 
want to do such a day again but on different subjects that 
are not talked about enough.”  Ellie, Year 8
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Amelia’s winning entry

It has been fantastic to see the return 
of a wide range of sporting events and 
extra-curricular activities this term.  Paul 
Poeti, CL for PE, picks out his highlights. 

NETBALL

The progress seen in the Year 7 girls’ 
netball squad has been impressive - from 
being nervous and excited as they played 
their first fixture against Amersham 
School to doing their own warm up 
and team talks by the time they played 
against Beaconsfield High School many 
weeks later. They have made an excellent 
start to the season, playing every game 
with enthusiasm. The As have started the 
season strongly with a 5-2 win against 
Amersham, a 2-2 draw with Chesham 
Grammar, and a well-fought match that 
didn’t go in their favour with a 2-6 loss to 
Beaconsfield High. The Bs have also had a 
great start and have really improved with 
both their skills and knowledge of the 
game, with a 6-0 win against Amersham, 
0-12 loss to Chesham Grammar, 
and a 1-5 loss to Beaconsfield High. 

The two Year 9 teams have only 
played one game each so far.  The 9As 
fought hard but lost to a very strong 
Chesham Grammar team.  The 9Bs 
put together some fluent passing and 
convincingly beat Amersham A team.

The Year 11s have also only played one 
game to date.  For three quarters of 
the match it was end-to-end against 
Amersham but in the last quarter they 
managed to pull away to take the victory.

See Miss Hill’s Netball Focus on the 
next page for more...

BOYS’ FOOTBALL  

The sight of almost a hundred Key Stage 
three students playing football on a 
Monday evening, supported by volunteers 
from higher up the school and staff from 
outside the PE department has been a 
real highlight this term and there was 
always a great buzz on those evenings.

The Year 8 boys’ football team showed 
great enthusiasm throughout the 

Sports report
season.  Two notable performances 
have come from the boys who have 
played in goal -  Charlie B for making 
an amazing triple save in the match 
against Holmer Green and Noah K-R 
for making a number of crucial saves 
when he put on the gloves in the win 
against Chesham Grammar School. Leo 
M has been our key player - we have 
played better when he has played, 
effectively shoring up our defence. 

The Year 9s have had a great start to the 
season with a dominant 10-1 victory 
over The Beaconsfield School followed 
by a hard-fought draw against Chesham 
Grammar School despite being 4-1 
with 10 minutes to go. Olly H has been 
prolific in front of goal so far this season.

Year 10 have had a difficult start, having 
been greatly affected by player absences 
and losing our first two games.  However 
the game against Chesham Grammar 
School was a close affair and the boys 
showed great resilience and tenacity, 
finally losing 4-3. Charlie D scored a 
well-deserved hat-trick in this game

The Year 11 boys’ football team have 
done well, especially when they played 
against Amersham School.  We fielded 
a group of boys who simply wanted to 
play and they managed to win 2-0.  This 
match also set another trend of being 
expertly and enthusiastically managed 
by Jenson C, who remains the most 
successful Yr11 manager of the year. The 
same year group, but largely a different 
group of boys, showed great tenacity 
when playing Dr Challoners on their 
all-weather pitch.  Home advantage 
definitely played a part and we turned 
around at half time losing 5-0, but the 
second half was much more even, and 
the final score was 6-1.  Somehow, the 
new manager, Taran J, held his job!

  

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL

The Girls’ football teams 
had a good first half term.

The U14 team have played two 

matches. They won 2-1 against 
Chesham Grammar and had a great 
game against Beaconsfield High 
School with the final score ending 0-0.

The U16 team played against Mandeville, 
Beaconsfield High School and Amersham. 

Both teams have been working 
hard on developing their attacking 
play and looking forward to more 
matches scheduled for the Spring.

BADMINTON

The girls’ Year 9 badminton squad 
who, along with their opposition, 
competed in such a great spirit 
of fair play, sportsmanship 
and “fun” in their first fixture.

The enthusiasm of attendees of our 
break-time badminton club, which 
regularly sees the hall buzzing with 
laughter - there is now a rush to get onto 
a court first, and space is at a premium. 

HANDBALL

The Key Stage 4 boys’ lunchtime 
handball club.  They have worked 
really hard to develop their individual 
and team skills and tactics, helped 
by a sixth form volunteer.  They are 
eager to test themselves against 
local opposition and will hopefully 
get a chance early in the new year.

Finally, I must mention the exciting sight 
of our new sports hall becoming more 
of a feature on our skyline. Can’t wait 
until we can use it!
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Amelia’s winning entry

Netball Focus

8A netball team won 10-0 against Amersham School

Due to the pandemic, the Year 8 
netball teams played no matches 
throughout the course of their time in 
Year 7 meaning this season would be 
the first time they would play proper 
competitive matches together as a 
team. And what a start they have made! 

The 8a team, consisting of Iris F, Lucy 
H, Megan T, Katie A. Darcey Y, Frankie B 
and Annabel V, have so far won all their 
matches, including notable wins against 
Dr Challoner's and Beaconsfield High 
School! The way they work as a team 
already is amazing and I am confident 
they will go on to do amazingly well over 
the course of the rest of the season. 

The 8b team have taken a little longer 
to get into their stride, losing their 

first three matches, although I would 
argue that a couple of these matches 
saw them as the stronger team. Too 
many mistakes has cost them. Their 
latest match, against Beaconsfield High 
School, saw a change in fortune and 
the team finally clicked which saw them 
win the match convincingly! The team 
includes Matilda G, Martyna O, Millie 
T, Kelly-Mae D, Hannah H, Olivia B and 
Jess F, and I have high hopes for them 
as we move into next year's matches!

The 10a team have only had one match so 
far this year, against Chesham Grammar. 
Unfortunately, they lost in what was a 
close match up until the last quarter. 
They have many matches lined up for the 
new year and the strength and depth of 

this team which includes Harriet C-L, 
Beth D, Raianna J, Caia S, Jodie S, Lily-
Mae M, Hope W and Olivia D, will see 
them be victorious I have no doubt.

The 10b team have had two matches 
so far this year, with one loss but one 
very important win against Chesham 
Grammar under their belts. This 
team including, Naome T, Naomi H, 
Hannah E, Lizzie T, Meggie K, Daisy 
D, Ella S, Lily-Mae M, Evie P and 
Rhianna W, have come a long way in 
only the last couple of months and 
are playing some beautiful netball. 
They will perform well going into the 
new year and I have no doubt they 
will win many more matches to come. 
By Miss Hill

8B netball team victorious against Beaconsfield High

After an 18 month wait, The Misbourne 
hosted the first Primary festival of the 
year in September! Mrs Lyons, Primary 
School Sports Co-ordinator, reports.

Three schools took part and the younger 
pupils were led by Year 11 GCSE PE 
students in a variety of activities and relays. 

The sun shone for us and it seems 
the schools thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves, especially receiving their 
certificates at the end of the afternoon!

The Sports Leaders couldn’t have 
been more enthusiastic and 
encouraging working with year 2 - the 
Primary staff were very impressed.

Following this, on 7 October, The 
Misbourne hosted a mixed football 
festival for 150 Year 4 pupils, 
which was refereed by Year 13. 
The scoring and timekeeping were 
also managed by Year 13 students. 

It was an active afternoon which 
resulted in a winning team on each 
pitch who were presented with their 
winners’ certificates by the leaders.

It was lovely to receive an email from 
Hughenden Primary thanking the leaders 
as one Year 4 boy had not wanted to 
come but left saying it was ‘awesome’!

Well done to all the leaders involved in 
both events!
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The 695m² sports hall...

Communal interior space

Shaping up nicely!
As Mr Poeti mentioned in his sports round-up, we are excited to see our new sports hall development 
growing and taking shape on a daily basis.  The exterior certainly looks very impressive, towering over our old 
sports facility and now work is also well underway on the interior.  We were given a chance to peek inside to 
see how work is progressing...

The 185m² performance studio...
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The 695m² sports hall...

Communal interior space Corridor leading to changing rooms

Shaping up nicely!
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Stories are powerful – they help us 
understand others and ourselves; no 
one is too old to enjoy the experience 
of a shared story. Stories and reading 
can enrich our lives.  Here, Ms Weller, 
our literacy co-ordinator, outlines some 
reading strategies for families.  

All the evidence indicates that there are 
clear links between children who read 
regularly and their academic outcomes.

At The Misbourne, we want all our 
children to become fluent, independent 
readers who have confidence in their 
reading ability and have developed 
good reading habits, enabling them to 
read widely both inside and outside 
of school for pleasure and academic 
success. In order to foster this outcome 
and embed the value of reading further 
into our school ethos this year, we have 
dedicated 15 minutes to reading four 
mornings a week (aside from assembly 
day). 

In this reading time, the class share in 
the reading of a novel or non-fiction 
story, which is read aloud by the 

teacher. There are a range of genres 
and writers across all year groups 
and in many cases, challenging reads 
that students might not otherwise 
encounter. For some of the more 
challenging or provocative texts a 
curriculum is built around the text to 
help to educate students about the 
topics raised as well as the different 
perspectives on the issue(s) to ensure 
they develop a critical and balanced 
viewpoint.

Whilst this is a significant undertaking 
and a work in progress, we are really 
pleased to see so many students 
enjoying and engaging with their texts 
but there’s more to do, and we need 
your help. We ask our students to 
read for at least one hour per week at 
home (broken into smaller chunks). We 
know many do much more than this, 
and this is reflected in their academic 
achievement, but so many young 
people still don’t read enough outside 
of school and we see the impact of 
this in the classroom. Here are a few 
suggestions to help:

1. Listen to your child reading 
aloud at home, four times per week, 
and talk about the text. This supports 
development of comprehension and 
fluency as well as wider vocabulary. 
Silent reading often doesn’t achieve 
this!

2. Purchase a quality newspaper 
at the weekends and offer your 
child(ren) the choice of any section to 
read. Discuss as a family the bits you’ve 
read and what you’ve learned from 
them.

3. For larger families set aside a 
time for a family book club where you 
read a book together (having a few 
copies helps) and can dedicate quality 
time to reading and talking about 
the text. Let each child take turns in 
choosing the book to give everyone a 
sense of buy-in and to give breadth to 
your experience.

We used to do this...

What happened??

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that 

you learn, the more places you’ll go.”   - Dr. Seuss    

Raising eager readers
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Year 11  

Year 8

Year 7

What we’re reading in class

     Year 10

“So far this year we have read Wolf 
Brother and Floodland. We had a vote 
for our class’s favourite, which was Wolf 
Brother. However, I enjoyed Floodland 
as it has a mysterious background. 
The author also uses words that I 
haven’t heard of such as ‘ragged’ and 
‘allotments.’ I believe this really added 
extra maturity to the book - each 
paragraph pulled me in to read more.

“Yet, I do understand the joy of reading 
Wolf Brother. It had twists and turns 
nobody would expect - multiple 
times, I found myself skipping ahead 
to find out what would happen.

“Wolf Brother was really good and 
it captured the rest of the class.” 

Hannah S

“I have really enjoyed being read to 
in the mornings because it helps me 
learn new words and meanings.” 

Kaien S

“We have really enjoyed the books we have 
read so far this year. The book our class 
enjoyed more out of the two was Wolf 
Brother, winning almost all of the class votes.

“I have enjoyed both books; they both had 
excitement and adventure in them. It has 
been fun to listen to sir reading them. I 
have enjoyed reading in the morning and 
I would often like to continue reading!”

Amy M

“I have enjoyed that we can ask what 
a word means.  So far we have read 
Ground Zero and Windrush Child.”    

Joe D

Students’ reflections from Year 9
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In October we launched our ‘What Will 
Your Future Be?’ campaign, to inspire 
our current students to consider a wide 
range of careers.  The brainchild of 
Mrs Hill, our careers lead, the posters 
feature Misbourne alumni showing 
the careers they have gone into 
since leaving the Academy.  Including 
careers as diverse as a doctor; criminal 
attorney; PR and Social Media manager; 
government adviser;   accountant; 
veterinary surgeon; and actor, they 
really do highlight the breadth of 
careers open to our students.  

As well as featuring on our social media 
feeds, the posters are going up around 

school, providing inspiration for our 
students on a daily basis.  We are very 
grateful to all our alumni who have 
contributed to the campaign so far.  

Explaining why he was so keen to be 
involved, Ryan Losasso, who designed 
the posters, said, “I vividly remember 
being at school and asking my teachers 
cheeky questions;

‘Why is this part of the curriculum 
relevant to me?’ How would this be 
applied outside of education?’

“When a teacher was unable to 
showcase the further application of 
what we were learning, it was a source 

Flash of inspiration
of frustration and caused me to become 
disengaged. 

“I am not alone and I am certain this 
problem continues to plague many 
students. 

“This is why I am very proud to have 
been a part of this project with my old 
school, The Misbourne.  So the next time 
a teacher gets asked these questions by 
another cheeky student, they can point 
to the posters on the walls and say ‘what 
you are learning will help you become…

“A Vet, A Doctor, An Actor, A Business 
Consultant & everything else in-
between.”
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As part of their science curriculum, 
some of our Year 7 students undertook 
a piece of homework to create a model 
plant cell, with the entries being judged 
for their creativity and workmanship.  
Miss Pike was thrilled with the high 
standard of entries and chose three 
winners from each class.  The winning 
entries are photographed below and 
include a plant cell cushion; a framed 
model plant cell;  a very detailed plant 
cell cake; a crocheted plant cell; the 
creation of a wooden plant cell using 
(with parental supervision) a drill; a 
fantastic plant cell cake with a skittle 
surprise on the middle.  Well done 
to all the winners for their excellent 
contributions!

Cell-sational
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Our Year 7 students all received an early 
Christmas present - a brand new reading 
book each to enjoy over the holiday.

The gift was a result of the Friends of 
The Misbourne’s generous support, 
which provided the funds to buy the 
books via the BookTrust’s BookBuzz 
scheme.   This is a reading programme 
that aims to help schools inspire a 
love of reading in 11 to 13-year-olds.

Participating schools give their 
students the opportunity to choose 
their own book to take home and 
keep from a list of 17 titles. They are 
all carefully selected by a panel of 

Buzzing with excitement
experts to ensure quality, suitability 
and to encourage reading for pleasure.

Speaking about what receiving his 
book meant to him, Harry said, “I’m 
really excited to read this book.  It’s 
about Halloween and is supposed to be 
spooky.  I think it’s going to be great!”

Mrs Weller, literacy co-ordinator, said, 
“We would like to express our gratitude 
to the Friends of The Misbourne for 
supporting this scheme.  We are very 
proud of our record of promoting literacy 
at The Misbourne and showing our 
students the fun and enjoyment they can 
gain from reading is vitally important.”

Ms Meloni addresses Year 7Some Year 7s show off their books
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It’s been a busy few weeks for Friends 
of The Misbourne, write Jo Henderson, 
vice chair. 

At the end of November, we held a very 
enjoyable Christmas Wreath Making 
Evening with plenty of mince pies, 
mulled wine and spiced apple juice 
to keep the wreath makers happy. 
This event was hosted by Backwoods 
Experience who helped everyone create 
a festive moss-based wreath. Given that 
everyone had the same materials to 
make their wreaths, it was amazing to 
see how different they all looked at the 
end. Thank you to everyone who came 
along and supported the school. 

We were delighted to be able to hold 
a festive end-of-term disco for Year 7 
and 8 students.  The discos had to be 
amalgamated at the last minute due 
to the extraordinary power outage, 
however the students all lots of fun 
under the UV lights.  Thanks to Disco 
Dan for providing a great night’s 
entertainment.  We very much hope to 

run other fun events for students in 
other years over the coming months. 

Our Preloved Uniform sales are still 
going well. Please join the FOTM 
Preloved Uniform Facebook Group 
if you are looking for second hand 
uniform. If you have any uniform to 
donate, please contact us via the 
Facebook Group. 

Don’t forget to join our new Friends 
of The Misbourne Facebook Group 
where we will keep you updated on 
any events, activities and messages. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
friendsofthemisbourne. 

As you are Christmas shopping in the 
next few weeks, please think about 
shopping through Amazon Smile or 
Easy Fundraising to help raise some 
money for The Misbourne School.  
Visit https://smile.amazon.co.uk and 
choose The Misbourne School Fund  
or visit https://www.easyfundraising.
org.uk/causes/misbournepta - 

retailers include Argos, M&S, H&M, 
Asos, eBay, Sainsbury’s and more. 

As we enter the New Year, we will be 
looking to run another Bag2School 
clothing donation following the success 
of the one we ran earlier this year. We 
also have a few more fundraising ideas 
that we will share with you soon. 

If you have any ideas for fundraisers 
that have worked well at other schools, 
or that you have heard about from 
friends, please let us know by emailing: 
misbournepta@hotmail.co.uk. 

We are a very small team and would 
love some more parents to join us in 
running events to raise money for the 
school and our children. If you are able 
to help, please get in touch. 

For now, we would like to wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas and a happy, 
healthy New Year. 

Thank you from all the Friends of The 
Misbourne Committee

Festive fun with 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofthemisbourne
https://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofthemisbourne
https://smile.amazon.co.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/misbournepta
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/misbournepta
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Every day counts
We are delighted to report 
that our rates of attendance 
are continuing to improve.

The DfE has some compelling 
evidence  that a high rate of 
attendance is directly linked to a 
child’s academic success at school.  
Out of 365 days every year, only 190 
of these are school days, so there 
is plenty of time for families to take 
holidays or for students to gain work 
experience outside term time.  See 
the chart below for the implications 

that missing days of school can 
have on a child’s performance.   

As a school we are legally obliged to 
keep you updated with information 
about your child’s attendance 
and, from time to time, you may 
receive a letter from us with more 
detailed information about this.    

You can keep track of your child’s 
attendance via the SIMS Parent 
App - 100% attendance remains 
our goal for every student.   

May I also remind families that, if 
students are unwell and unable to 
attend school, please inform us by 
8.30am each day that they are off by 
calling our main switchboard (press 1 
when prompted) or email attendance@
themisbourne.co.uk  Please do 
not use the admin email address 
as  it may not  be picked up in time.  
Where appropriate, please provide 
medical evidence for your child’s 
absence on their return to school.     

Mrs H Golla, Deputy Headteacher

Keeping in touch
At the start of this term, we introduced 
the SIMS Parent App as a means of 
enhancing our day-to-day contact with 
families.  Within the App, families can: 

• Receive information on their 
child’s attendance, behaviour, 
achievements and homework 

• Check school term dates, inset days 
and contact details at the click of a 
button 

• Access their child’s school report 

• Set up notifications for reminders 

about important information such 
as key diary dates   

• Update your contact details, so we 
always have the most up-to-date 
information 

• Access information for all your 
children if you have more than one 
child at The Misbourne

We have been very encouraged by the 
high level of take-up of the App and 
know that families are finding it useful 
to have so much information in one 
central place - the App can be accessed 

from a smartphone, tablet or PC any 
time, anywhere.   

If you have not yet set up the SIMS 
Parent App and would like to do so, 
please contact your child’s school base 
so they can assist. 
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The views and opinions expressed in Misbourne News are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
official policy or position of The Misbourne.  The publisher (The Misbourne), authors and contributors reserve their 
rights with regards to copyright of their work.

No part of this magazine may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical 
including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and retrieval system without written permission 
from the school Headteacher.

The Trustees take seriously their responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.  More information 
regarding The Misbourne safeguarding can be found on our website. 

Forthcoming Events - Spring Term 2022

All dates correct at the time of going to press.  For the latest information, view The Misbourne website 
calendar here.

Date Event
Tuesday 4 January Years 7, 11, 12 and 13 in school for Covid test
Wednesday 5 January Years 7, 11, 12 and 13 in school for lessons

Years 8, 9 and 10 come in for Covid test
Thursday 6 January ALL students in school 
Thursday 13 January Year 12 Making the Grade evening
Monday 24 January Whole School INSET Day
Thursday 27 January Year 10 Making the Grade evening
Monday 31 January Year 13 PPEs begin
Thursday 3 February Year 9 Making the Grade evening
Monday 14 - Thursday 17 February School production
Monday 21 February - Friday 25 February HALF TERM BREAK
Monday 28 February Year 11 PPEs begin
Wednesday 9 March Whole School INSET Day (Year 7 & 8 Day to Work)
Thursday 24 March Year 13 Parents’ Consultation evening
Thursday 31 March Year 10 Parents’ Consultation evening
Wednesday 6 April Year 11 Celebration Evening
Thursday 7 April Year 13 Celebration Evening
Friday 8 April Break up for Easter holiday at 12.30pm
Monday 11 April - Friday 22 April EASTER BREAK
Monday 25 April All students return to school

http://www.themisbourne.co.uk
https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/527/full-calendar

