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Dear Families,

Despite the obvious challenges this
past year has thrown at us, I remain
hugely proud of the way in which our
community has come together. This
newsletter shows just some of the
many examples of some things going
back to 'normal', with trips, visits and
guest speakers enhancing students'
learning. I don't know about you, but I
think the work produced by students in
the food department really is
outstanding and made my mouth
water just looking at the photos.

As ever there are a examples of
individual sporting successes and I am
really pleased that we even managed
a variation of sports day last week to
end the year with some inter-school
competition.

The end of this year also marks the
end of our first year of the 4 schools
system. I have been incredibly
impressed with how hard our new
school teams have worked to give
students the pastoral and academic
support needed, particularly in such
challenging times. You can read more
about what each school has been up
to in the following pages.

Lastly, we are saying goodbye to some
wonderful colleagues who are going
on to pastures new. I am sure you will
join me in wishing them every success
in their new roles, whilst giving a warm
welcome to the new staff joining us in
September.

Happy reading.

Jo Meloni

Message from Kate Goodwin, Chair of Trustees
Dear Families, 

We come to the end of a very tough
school year for our students, our
Academy staff and our families.  I
suspect that we are all wondering what
the Autumn term will bring, and I
would like to take this  opportunity  to
reassure you that planning is already
underway for a number of scenarios -
one thing that we have learned since
March 2020 is to have several versions
of a plan available to us.  

A special mention to our Year 13s and
some of our Year 11s who are leaving
us for pastures new - we wish you the

very best of luck for the future. Thank
you for all you have done for The
Misbourne during your time with us. 

From all the Misbourne Trustees, we
wish you a relaxing, safe and happy
Summer holiday and we look forward
to welcoming our students back to
school in September, complete with
new uniforms, shiny shoes, books, a
full pencil case and a reusable water
bottle!  

With my best regards, 

Kate Goodwin

 Headteache�'� Welcom�



Farewell also to Mr 
Ingram, as well as 
our fabulous 
teaching 
assistants, Mr 
Cameron and Miss 
Daugnoraite.
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t�...
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Back in September, we all knew that this was not
going to be a normal year. However, none of us
could have predicted just how much disruption
our students would have to weather to simply be
in school learning with their peers. Whether
facing lengthy lockdowns or repeated instances
of self-isolation, our students have done their
best to keep focused and engaged with their
learning. We have never been anything other
than hugely impressed with the way Franklin
students have conducted themselves – be it in
school or at home learning remotely. Clearly,
Franklin students can rise above anything!
Our school values of ambition and pride,
kindness and respect, equality and moral
purpose, and resilience and teamwork have
permeated everything that Team Franklin has
achieved this year – R-E-S-P-E-C-T being the
operative word for us here in Franklin! With over
25,000 achievement points, we have absolutely
sailed home as this year’s victorious small school!
Not only have we achieved the highest number
of overall achievement points, but we have also
incurred the fewest number of behaviour points
per student too. Neither of these successes is an
accident. To succeed in this manner over the
course of an academic year, our students have
had to keep those core school values and their
respect for the Misbourne Way at the forefront
of everything they have done. We’re so proud of
our group of young people and of the ambition,
determination and pride that they have shown
every day. We therefore want to say a huge
congratulations to our first-class Franklin
students for working so hard, achieving so highly
and for behaving so well throughout this most
challenging of school years!
Beyond the classroom, it has been great to see
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Team Franklin get involved in student leadership
initiatives, charity fundraising and competitions.
Many of our Franklin students from across the
year groups helped to raise the morale of their
peers throughout the second period of lockdown
by developing a series of weekly competitions
and activities for students to get involved with.
In addition to this, Team Franklin also helped to
raise an amazing £278 for Tiggywinkles, our
nominated charity. We cannot wait to see what
Team Franklin does next year to contribute to
their school and wider community.
Although Miss Rowe will remain as Head of
School for Franklin and Mr Griffiths will
continue as our brilliant SLT link, Mr McGregor
will be stepping down from his role as Deputy
Head of School at the end of the academic year.
Mr McGregor would like to thank everybody
involved with Team Franklin, from the staff to
the students, for making this year so fantastic
and memorable. As many of you already know,
Mr McGregor will be succeeded in his role as
Deputy Head of School by the fantastic Miss
Freemantle, someone who has worked tirelessly
this year to support Team Franklin and who will
make an excellent addition to the core Franklin
team next year.
All that remains is to thank you, our Franklin
families, for all of the support and patience you
have displayed throughout this year of ups and
(lock)downs. Without you backing us up, we
wouldn’t be able to deliver for our students in
the way that we strive to, so make sure that you
take some time to rest and recharge over the
summer break too. See you in September!

Miss Rowe and Mr McGregor

As we come to the end of our first year as Team Franklin, it’s worth looking 
back on all that we have managed to achieve in the face of so many 
challenges.

From the Year 7s taking their first steps in 
secondary school life; Year 8 students choosing 
their GCSE options; Year 9 beginning their 
GCSE courses; Year 10s consolidating their 
knowledge and building revision techniques; 
through to Year 11 completing their GCSE 
courses and looking forward to their next 
steps, all students have taken this year in their 
stride.  
To develop our students’ awareness and 
understanding of The Misbourne’s key values, 
we have run weekly assemblies that highlight 
each value and how these values apply to each 
and every one of Attenborough School teams’ 
lives, in and out of school. 
Students have demonstrated ambition and 
pride through raising the most money of 
all the four small schools for our nominated 
charity, the Thames Valley Air 
Ambulance. We have developed kindness and 
respect in our school environment by building 
on the work of our namesake, Sir David, and 
his passion for caring for the environment. 
Students of Attenborough School 
have embodied moral purpose in working 
hard and achieving just shy of 20,000 
achievement points across the year, an 
averaging of 95 achievement points per 
student. We have helped 
foster several student’s resilience by running a 
mentoring programme with members of staff 
and I'm proud to report that Attenborough 
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School had the most student leaders across all 
four schools, helping to run the 
weekly Taskmaster competition, liaising with 
our charities, and running the non-school 
uniform day - all an excellent demonstration 
of teamwork. 
I would like to thank all of the Attenborough 
School team for their hard work this year. Our 
form tutors have been many of our 
students’ ‘rock’ over this past year, being 
there to support them with the challenges of 
this year.  Unfortunately, we are saying 
goodbye to Mrs Liebenberg, Mr Ingram, 
Miss Perry and Mrs. Barrett as they move to 
exciting new challenges in new roles at 
different schools. We wish all four of them the 
best of luck - Attenborough school will miss 
them. 
The end of term celebration assembly was my 
last assembly as Head of Attenborough 
School. I have recently become a father for the 
first time, so I will be stepping back from this 
pastoral role to support my wife in raising 
baby Hugh. It has been an extremely 
rewarding year working with all members of 
Attenborough School and sharing my passion 
for protecting the natural word. I know I will 
leave the running of Attenborough in the very 
capable care of Miss Balchin. 
I hope you have a great summer and are well 
rested for the new academic year in 
September. 

We come to the end of the first year as Attenborough School, 
and quite the year it has been! Via remote working, year group 
bubbles, one-way systems, and virtual assemblies, every 
member of Attenborough school has risen to the challenges this 
year has presented, reports Mr Casserley.

A� th� fi�s� yea� of ou� smal� schoo� s�ste� dra�� t� � cl�s�, ou� 
Head� of School� loo� bac� a� th� highlight� of th� yea�...



ROUND-UP FROM TURING

Holmes

Sending off our Year 11s

Over the past year, Turing school has 
strived to maintain high standards in 
behaviour, academics and attendance 
and we are pleased to report that this 
year Turing has maintained the highest 
attendance in the school for the year. 
We have also consistently proved 
ourselves to have positive behaviour 
and, most importantly, students' 
performance in their recent reports 
shows they have been trying hard and 
achieving their full potential in all their 
lessons. 
The Year 8 students have shown great 
resilience in their Year 8 CORE exams 
and it has been so impressive seeing 
how they all took on any challenge 
that was facing them to ensure they 
performed to the best of their ability.
Over the past term, we are proud that 
many Turing students have achieved 
greatness and had some fantastic 
results both in school and externally. 
Some outstanding sporting results 
include; a number of Year 7 boys 
whose football teams outside school 
have gone on to win local tournaments 
with one student even taking home the 
winner's cup. Meanwhile, - as you will 
see later in this newsletter, a Year 10 
Turing student has consistently been 
performing brilliantly in biking 

competitions and is now ranked 
number 1 in the country for under 16s. 
Well done! 
In school we have had some 
exceptional bakers who took part in 
The Misbourne baking competition. 
Whilst they did not place first, they did 
us proud with a replica of Alan Turing’s 
enigma machine and an outstanding 
Battenburg cake. 
We had a really lovely send off for our 
incredible Year 11 students who had 
been working hard in very difficult 
circumstances. 
We had great success in our 
'alternative' Sports Days, being 
crowned overall champion!  
Congratulations to all the Turing 
students that took part in this. 
Finally, as you will read on the next 
pages, we have spent the year raising 
money for the Turing charity of the 
year, The Dog’s Trust, and this has 
money has gone on to support them in 
their work caring for the animals in 
their care.
We hope you have a really lovely 
summer and we look forward to seeing 
you all in September. 

Mrs Owen and Miss Balchin

In what has been an extraordinary year, we, 
the Holmes School Team, have been so 
proud of all our students and the resilience 
and determination they have shown in 
various ways throughout the year. Students 
have taken on board the vision and values 
of Holmes School and have shown 
themselves to be respectful of one another 
and their environment, that they can work 
together as a team, will seize any 
opportunities that come their way, are proud 
of their work and achievements and do not 
fear failure but instead embrace the chance 
to challenge themselves.
We have seen students achieve greatness 
inside and outside the classroom, whether it 
be with their hobbies and interests outside 
of school or in their studies and extra-
curricular activities inside school.
After a very disruptive year in their last year 
of primary school, we have loved seeing the 
Year 7s develop into confident members of 
Holmes School as the year has progressed. 
Year 8s have excitedly chosen their GCSE 
options and performed well in their end-of-
year assessments. Year 9s have settled into 
their first year of GCSEs very well and this 
year group have also seen success in the 
inter-school football competition, which they 
won, as well as the Misbourne Bake-Off! Our 
Year 10 students have had a lot to deal with, 
having had a lot of disruption to their GCSE 
studies, but have come through some tough 
times and still have smiles on their faces. We 

also said goodbye to our Year 11 students 
who had a series of incredible celebration 
events to see them on their way. As I write 
this, Prom is due to take place for them, 
which is an event they have been looking 
forward to all year and thoroughly deserve.
Sports Day did take place - a very different 
version than in previous years -but the 
excitement was just as great! Holmes School 
finished in 2nd place overall, which 
considering how much we were affected by 
students having to isolate, was an excellent 
achievement.
Throughout the year, students have been 
trying to gain as many Achievement Points 
as they can and Holmes School has 
performed so well that we have finished the 
year in 2nd place overall! A huge 
congratulations to all students for this 
magnificent achievement and we hope we 
can go one better next year!
We would like to end this piece by 
reminding students of one of our key 
quotes, ‘What you do speaks so loud that I 
cannot hear what you say’ by Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. We believe that the actions you 
take are often more important than the 
words you say and encourage students to 
think about this over the summer break.
We look forward to welcoming back all 
students in September.

Miss Hill and Ms Reeves



fro� Holme�
Holmes' nominated charity is Mind. Mind 
has been providing mental health support, 
information and advice for people of all 
ages since its establishment in 1946. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, it has had to 
adapt to new challenges in order to reach 
those in need of support, providing its 
services remotely in online videos, 
telephone calls, care packages, Facebook 
groups and newsletters. This has been 
especially important due to the increasing 
waiting list for mental health services 
during the pandemic, echoing Mind’s 
message, ‘’we won’t give up until everyone 
experiencing a mental health problem 
gets support and respect’’. 

The network of 125 local Minds across 
England and Wales have never been 
more needed, reaching out to empower 
people with their mental health. As 
independent charities responsible for their 
own funding, the support of The 
Misbourne enables the Buckinghamshire 
branch to tailor their services to the needs 
of the community. The amazing £214.70 
raised last half term has been contributing 
to a number of essential services 
including:
· Befriending
· Children and young people’s services
· Community based support

· Counselling for adults
· Peer support groups
· Safe haven (crisis support)
· Training
· Wellbeing services

As we all begin to return to a new ‘normal’, 
looking out for friends and family as well 
as ourselves is paramount. Being aware of 
our feelings and talking to someone about 
them is a huge step towards having good 
mental health and finding support when 
needed. 

I believe supporting Mind and sparking 
conversation about mental health will 
ensure The Misbourne community is a 
safe place for us to talk free of judgement. 
We can only hope that with our continued 
support raising funds, Mind will 
successfully be able to erase the stigma 
and help everyone with their mental 
health.

If you would like to find out more about 
Mind and mental health week, or access 
information and support, please see the 
links below: 
www.bucksmind.org.uk/services/
www.mind.org.uk/get-involved/mental-
health-awareness-week/
www.mind.org.uk/information-support/◾

air ambulance
Attenborough School managed to raise 
an incredible £245.90 for Thames Valley 
Air Ambulance on our recent non-
uniform day. Thames Valley Air 
Ambulance is at the frontline of saving 
lives - on an average day, as many as 
seven people in our community are 
likely to be in urgent need of their 
service. 

Operating 19 hours a day, 365 days a 
year, their iconic red helicopter is staffed 
with an expert pilot, doctor and 
paramedic and can reach anyone in the 
region within 15 minutes of take-off. 
They deliver treatment that would 
normally only be available in a hospital 
by taking advanced medical care and 
expertise to a patient, saving time when 
minutes matter. This means that a 
patient is diagnosed, treated and given 
hospital-level care more quickly, 
increasing the chance of survival.

Here is a message from Thames Valley 
Air Ambulance regarding the money we 
raised:

"Thames Valley Air Ambulance would 
like to say a huge thank you to 
Attenborough School at The Misbourne 
for raising £245.90 with your recent non-
school uniform day. This amazing 
amount of money could pay for a 
person in a critical condition to receive 2 
units of blood, so thank you so much. 
We are called out to around 60 
incidents a month in Buckinghamshire 
and with your support, we are able to 
provide emergency medical care to the 
most critically ill and injured people, 
giving them the best possible chance 
when the worst happens.
If you would like to find out more about 
Thames Valley Air Ambulance, please 
follow this link 
https://www.tvairambulance.org.uk

Helpin� HAND

Attenborough's aid for

Throughout this academic year, our four small schools have 
been raising funds to support their nominated charities. Here, 
our student leaders report on the success they have had and 
the di�erence this money will make...

http://www.bucksmind.org.uk/services/
http://www.mind.org.uk/get-involved/mental-health-awareness-week/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
https://www.tvairambulance.org.uk/


Al� creature� GREAT an� SMALL

Turing school chose to raise money for 
the Dogs Trust - a charity that rescues 
dogs and finds them suitable new 
homes. It is especially important for 
people to raise money for any charity 
right now, but the work of the Dogs 
Trust is something that we in Turing 
feel hugely passionate about. The 
money we have raised will go a long 
way in supporting the work of the 
charity and will make sure that the 
dogs in their care go on to live happy 
and healthy lives in their new homes. A 
spokesperson from the charity had this 
to say about the money they received 
from Turing:   

“It's wonderful to hear that you raised 
£215.70 for the Dogs Trust as a result of 
your recent non-uniform day. We have 
faced many challenges while adapting 
our practices at a time when resources 
are stretched. However, we were able 
to find inventive ways to continue 
operating, whilst keeping staff and the 
public safe. We went digital with 

rehoming, allowing us to set up virtual 
home visits and dog meets with 
potential adopters. We are delighted to 
report that we rehomed 7,600 dogs 
over the past year, and even found 
forever homes for nearly 400 of our 
longer-term residents! During 2020, 
Dog School was also still able to 
support nearly 10,000 dog owners 
through virtual, as well as socially 
distanced, training classes and one-to-
ones. With the number of new dog 
owners increasing during lockdowns, 
the support that your school provides 
is more important than ever before. 
With your support, we will continue to 
be there for the dogs who need us, no 
matter what. From all of us at Dogs 
Trust, especially our dogs, thank you!” 

If you would like to learn more about 
the vital work of the Dogs Trust, or to 
offer them additional support, then be 
sure to visit their 
website: https://www.dogstrust.org.uk/get-
involved/

best friend
Turing treats 
man's

Franklin school raised a fantastic 
£278.06 for its nominated charity, 
Tiggywinkles. Tiggywinkles is a 
Haddenham-based wildlife hospital 
who rescue and rehabilitate injured 
British wildlife. Thanks to donations 
such as ours, they are able to provide 
incredibly high quality care for the 
animals they rescue. 

The £278 raised by Misbourne 
students is enough to provide dental 
treatment for a badger, feed a baby 
bird for 90 days or provide emergency 
care for two fallow deer. 

As with any organisation, the 
pandemic has had a major impact on 
Tiggywinkles and their capacity to 
care for injured animals. Here is a 
quote from them about how they’ve 
been affected by the last year: 
“Here at Tiggywinkles, we have still 
been able to provide our life-saving 
care for wild animals in need 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week, despite staff and 

volunteer shortages. This has been 
challenging during the pandemic but 
we have managed to adapt by 
imposing strict social distancing rules, 
including limiting the number of 
people in our wards, which has been 
particularly tough in our busy baby 
bird and mammal nurseries, where the 
orphans need round-the-clock care. 

"We have also had to find new 
methods of cleaning, feeding and 
treating our patients. As we enter into 
our baby season, we are taking in lots 
of orphaned birds and mammals, 
including rabbit kits, juvenile birds of 
prey, orphaned garden birds and fox 
cubs, to name but a few! We have 
been accepting these casualties in our 
car park to make sure our hospital is 
safe and Covid-secure! We have only 
been able to keep our doors open due 
to the kind support of the public. We 
are so grateful to everyone who has 
chosen to donate and fundraise for us 
during this difficult time!”◾

https://www.dogstrust.org.uk/get-involved/


A true
The relatively unpredictable and wet 
weather to which we have been 
treated over recent months has really 
tested our students’ resolve. In the 
past students have brought along 
waterproofs that have stayed unused 
at the bottom of their rucksacks. This 
year, some of our students have pretty 
much lived in their waterproof gear. 
Training sessions at Woodrow High 
House for our Year 11s and Year 10s 
were surely some of the wettest days 
of the year, let alone the “Summer”.
Imagine our surprise then, when the 
Year 10 Bronze students had to 
complete their practice expedition on 
one of the hottest days of the year. 
Hats and sun cream were the order of 
the day, as were gallons of water and 
a slower, measured pace as they 
walked through the countryside 
around Woburn. Four groups of 
students successfully navigated 
themselves in the searing heat and 
were able to show enough skills and 
ability to enable us to halt their walk 
short of the required six hours. 
Our Year 10s will complete their 
expedition with a camping weekend in 
September, at which point our focus 
switches to our very well supported 
Year 9 Bronze group. We potentially 

have over 60 students looking to 
undertake their two expedition 
weekends in September and October. 
Many of them have been working on 
their other sections: cooking, baking, 
dog walking, volunteering in local 
shops, coaching sport, improving their 
fitness levels, pet care, playing guitar 
or developing their photography skills 
are just some of the activities 
undertaken by our amazing DofE 
students working towards their 
various sections. On completion of 
their Awards we hope that as many of 
these Bronze Award students will look 
to immediately move up and follow in 
the footsteps of this year’s Silver 
Group. 
Many thanks, as ever, to all of our 
parents without whom many of our 
students would struggle to complete 
their various section; thanks too to all 
the staff and other adults who 
continue to be assessors for the 
various activities (it is a chore eating 
all of those lovely cakes..honest!) and 
finally a huge “well done” to all of our 
DofE students who continue to inspire 
through their varied activities.

Mr Tebb & Ms McCarthy

TEST
As with much of society, Covid restrictions have played havoc with our DofE 
programme, and yet many of our students have managed to adapt admirably 
and not only continue with their various sections, but also go on to complete 
them too. Having missed out on expeditions last year, we have been playing 
catch up this term and have managed to get through all of our Silver 
Expedition (see a report on the next pages) and we have completed the 
training and practise elements of our Year 10 Bronze expedition.



We started our training weekend at 
Woodrow High House - a great 
opportunity to refresh our. When we 
arrived however, to say it was raining 
would be an understatement. I have 
never seen so much rain in one day!!
Over the weekend, we walked 
independently to Ivinghoe (a total 
distance of about 19km). The weather 
was much improved and we were 
laughing as we set off because we 
didn't know where we were, but we 
soon got on the right track although 
we did manage to take a few wrong 
turns. We ended the journey with a 
big downhill trek (followed by some 
campers who shouted "we hope you 
know where you are going, we are 
following you!"). Later we had to cook 
dinner on the trangia. It was definitely 
well worth waiting for as we had 
walked for hours!
On the Sunday we met up at the 
Ivinghoe Beacon and the weather 
was bad. The cloud was so low we 
came across a racing pigeon who 
had also lost his way and had been 
taking an overnight rest! Again, we 
had to walk for another 7 hours north 
to Coombe Hill, and we all knew what 
that meant - hills!! We were getting 
the hang of navigation and our main 
concern now was carrying the heavy 

bags on the qualifying expedition 
over the more varied Welsh terrain.
The qualifying expedition took us to 
Wales to meet up with the Outspark 
instructors and assessors. The 
weather on the first day was pretty 
good but our backpacks felt like they 
were filled with bricks; we were now 
carrying three days' worth of food, 
the tents and stoves. The navigation 
on the first day went much better, 
despite having to be rescued by Mr 
Tebb 5 minutes away from the 
campsite finish! We got to the 
campsite in Botany Bay just as the 
rain started again. We went to bed in 
the pouring rain, which didn’t make 
falling asleep that easy. Mr Tebb said 
it was like trying to go to sleep to a 
standing ovation!
On the second day, we got up 
early..ish.. cooked breakfast and set 
off just after 9am. We all felt very 
achy in the morning, and very 
reluctant to get started. The day was 
largely dry thankfully. We met with 
instructors and staff at check points 
where you could fill up your water 
and the assessors asked us various 
questions about where we were or if 
we could take a bearing. The second 
campsite looked almost new and the 
whole group was pleased that this 

meant nice toilets and hot water! 
Again, we managed to cook and eat 
just before it started to rain, again; but 
we were then treated to some 
marshmallows for dessert, that we 
cooked over a fire, which helped us 
ignore the rain before retiring to our 
tents.
On the final day, we got up a bit 
earlier to a dry Wednesday morning 
ready for the day's walk, however, just 
as we were about to set off, guess 
what? It started to pour with rain. We 
quickly put on our waterproofs and 
carried on. The day was going quite 
well... until it wasn't. We passed the 
checkpoint and entered the dreaded 
fields, took one wrong turning that 
led to several more and the next 
thing we knew we were a very long 
walk from the original path! We 
eventually got to the end and treated 
ourselves to an ice cream while being 
debriefed. We were pleased to be 
told that we’d passed and were 
rewarded with a nice DofE t-shirt.
All that's left to do now is to finish the 
other three sections and give a 
presentation on the expedition in 
November. I would definitely 
recommend doing DofE silver - it is a 
challenge but also fun and 
rewarding!

After a number of false starts and cancelled dates, we were finally able to run our Duke of Edinburgh 
expeditions in recent weeks. Here, Amelie in Year 11, describes the experience of Silver DofE.

Lon� an� windin� roa�...



Debra Barnes’ mother was a Jew living in 
France when it was occupied by the 
Nazis in 1940. Her mother was only a 
young child at the time of these events 
and, due to the trauma she suffered, was 
unable to remember many details 
afterwards. Debra found out about the 
fate of her family members through her 
own research and visiting different 
Holocaust memorials years later. 

Debra’s mother, Paulette, was a toddler 
when she experienced the events of the 
Holocause in 1940 in France. Her family 
lived in a rural area at he beginning of 
the Occupation. As they were Jewish, it 
was not long before the authorities 
began to persecute them. Debra 
grandparents were the first to be 
arrested and taken to a transit camp, 
together with Debra’s aunt. She only 
survived after her brother, who was 17 at 
the time, bravely asked if he could 
retrieve his baby sister from the 
camp. While, incredibly, this was 
allowed, he never saw his parents again.

After a few years, Paulette, her twin sister 
and her brothers were taken to an 
orphanage in Paris for Jewish children 
whose parents had been killed by the 
Nazis. There, an older Jewish girl, herself 
an orphan, acted as a mother figure 
towards them. One day in 1945, just as 
France was being liberated by the Allies, 
all of the orphaned Jewish children were 
rounded up and taken in buses to transit 
camps, where they were they taken to 
concentration camps to be 
killed. Unfortunately, this fate met 
Debra’s aunt. However, just by chance, 

Paulette was ill at this time and had been 
taken to hospital with measles. Kind nuns 
hid her from the Nazis – without this 
kindness she likely would have met the 
same fate as her sister. Debra’s mother 
was adopted by a British couple after the 
war and went on to live a long 
life. Incredibly, years later, she saw the 
girl that had mothered her in the 
orphanage in a photo about the 
Holocaust and was reunited with 
her. That is when Debra began to 
research her mother’s life story.

This talk taught us a lot about the 
Holocaust, including aspects that we had 
never previously known. Many people 
believe that deaths only occurred at the 
concentration camps, however Debra 
taught us that deaths happened in the 
streets and a lot of executions took place 
elsewhere. The speech also showed us 
just how many people, including the 
French authorities, took part in the 
Holocaust. This was shocking to learn, 
particularly as the French Government 
did not apologise for this until 
1995. Debra’s story also emphasised the 
courage of those who stood up against 
the persecution of the Jews and helped 
to save them. 

Overall, Year 8 felt incredibly lucky to 
have heard a talk by someone so closely 
linked to one of the worst human 
atrocities. It helped us to understand the 
real human impact of it and appreciate 
the vast scale of the Holocaust. I believe 
it is so important that we reflect on the 
events of the Holocaust so we never 
repeat something like it ever again. 

Livin� histor�
In June, the daughter of a Holocaust survivor visited The Misbourne to 
inform Year 8 students about her family's experiences during the Second 
World War. Alex W reports about what they learned..

Speaker Debra Barnes
Follow Debra on Twitter @debra_author



During the last full week of the Summer 
term, we welcomed a professional film 
crew on site to capture The Misbourne 
'in action' to create a video prospectus 
for us. It took many hours of filming - 
and the participation of hundreds of 
students and the majority of our staff - 
to secure footage of the wide variety of 
activities that go on here every day.

Everyone worked brilliantly as a team 
and the videographers praised the 

students for their calm and patience. As 
we all discovered, it takes a LONG time 
and many takes just to perfect a single 
shot!

The photos on these pages - taken by 
Josie in Year 12 - show some of the fun 
we had putting the film together. 

You will need to wait until September to 
see the finished video - we can't wait! 
◾

Lights, camera, 
action!



We learnt about food labelling, 
bees and pollinators and 
technology used in farming. We 
were given bee suits and taken 
down to the beehives where we 
discussed how honey is produced 
as well as how 
bees are supportive to the growth 
of trees, flowers, and other plants, 
which serve as food and shelter 
for creatures large and small.  

We were shown how different 
food products are labelled and 
how marketing can affect people's 
food choices. As well as this we 
were taught how primary and 

secondary production occurs in 
the making of food products. 

A trailer took us around the farm 
to see how technology is used in 
farming. Tractors are equipped 
with GPS technology coupled 
with automatic steering systems 
are used to improve the 
placement of seeds on the farm, 
therefore reducing wastes and 
costs. 

We found this visit helpful to 
further our knowledge in food 
provenance and production and 
the ways in which farming works.  

On 30 June, our Year 10 Food Preparation and Nutrition 
students visited The Farmschool in Harpenden.  Report by 

students Lauren and Freya.

Foo�, gloriou� foo�!



Both Year 10 and Year 9 Food 
preparation and Nutrition students 
recently completed a mock for NEA 2 
Food preparation task which will 
account for part of their final GCSE 
grade, reports Mrs Cato, Curriculum 
Leader for Design Technology, Art and 
Photography. 

The tasks set were:
Year 10 - Plan, prepare, cook and 
present 2 products suitable for a 
delivery box meal scheme
Year 9 - Plan, prepare, cook and 
present a product suitable for British 
cuisine

Both year groups did amazingly well 
considering this was their first 
attempt, due to remote learning for 
Year 10, at the NEA task. These pages 
showcase the work of some of our 
Year 10 students. Overleaf is the work 
of Year 9 students.

I am so very proud of them for all 
their efforts, particularly under some 
testing circumstances. Keep 
developing all those higher-level 
skills over the summer so we can put 
them into practice in the next 
academic year.
◾

Stylin� i� ou�



Following on from the Year 10 session on 
development of presentation skills in Food 
Preparation and Nutrition, it was the turn of 
Year 9 students...

Mrs Cato reported, "I feel some competition 

coming on! Keep on developing those 

techniques over the summer! Great work."





On Thursday 15 July, the Year 12 Music students 
performed a showcase of pieces they have been 
working on since March. 

Sho�stoppe�!

Their performance took place in 
the Black Box Studio and 
included pieces by Aretha 
Franklin, The Zutons and The 
Strokes. 

There was a healthy mix of 
ensemble and solo 
performances, with a high 
calibre of musicianship. The 

p
students have overcome 
significant adversity over the 
last few months to put together 
an amazing performance of 
nine songs. 

The performers were Jack, Amy, 
Tom and Hannah. 

Sporting Success
Our athletics season, including sports 
day and district athletics 
championships, has been affected by 
covid bubble restrictions. Nevertheless, 
this year a number of our school 
athletics records have been broken, 
one of which has stood since 2002, one 
since 1984 and the other since 1975!

Leo in Year 7 set a new Year 7 boys' 
discus record, previously set by H 
Stevenson in 2002 (20.02m). Leo threw 
his discus 22.50m.

Farhan in Year 10 broke a Year 10 shot 
put record set by Dufaur in 1984 of 
12.11m. Farhan has set a new record of 
14.55m.

Lily in Year 8 has broken one of our 
longest standing records, the Year 8 
girls' 1500m. The previous record was 
set in 1975 by Ede who ran the 1500m 
in 5 mins 35.0 seconds. Lily smashed 
this record by running the 1500m in a 
mind boggling 5mins and 85 
hundredths (5.00.85 mins).

Of course, commiserations to the 
previous record holders, but we send 
many congratulations to our new 
record holders, whose names will now 
be displayed on our records board; who 
knows for how long...?

We have had a number of former students who have competed on the
international sports stage in recent years. However, we should send our
commiserations to ex-Misbourne student, Sam Mottram, who left us in
2012.  He narrowly missed out on Olympic qualification in the Men's
lightweight double sculls this summer. His coach, Brendan Purcell, director
of performance at British Rowing said: “The athletes put their best out
there today and they have done themselves proud, not only today, but in
the weeks and months leading up to this. They have represented the GB
vest with honour and their commitment, passion and performances have
made all of the coaching and support team extremely proud to work and
support them.”

Congratulations to Tom Helm who left us in 2011. Having represented the
country in the England A squad, he was selected into the full England
limited overs cricket squad for the current series against Pakistan but has
yet to actually feature in the main squad. We are sure his time will come.
Meanwhile he continues to play for Middlesex but will also be representing
Birmingham Phoenix in the new competition, The Hundred, which starts
this week. Good luck Tom! 



I am an U16 national cyclist: I compete
in Road, Cyclocross, MTB XC, and
Downhill. My favourite discipline is
MTB XC - I recently became Regional
Champion and I am currently ranked
first in the country. I am also on the
British Cycling Talent Pathway and
receive help and training from the
Regional school of racing. Due to
Covid, I have only recently been able
to get back to racing, it was a big shock
coming back to it as my season was
packed with racing every weekend all
over the country, compared to nothing
when we were in lockdown. 
My first big race back was the 1st
round of the National series in
Plymouth, where I surprised myself
with 4th overall and 1st first year, which
really increased my confidence for the
season ahead.

The sport is not just physically
challenging, it’s very mentally
challenging too - the amount of
training and the commitments you
make at the age of 15 is insane so a
good result proves all the training and
travel is paying off. I am currently
training for the National
Championships in Plymouth on an ex-
World Cup course, which will lead to
quick racing up steep climbs, which
will suit me well. 
I have been riding for my whole life
and I hope that one day I will make the
GB squad and hopefully be accepted
into the Olympics. In two years' time I
hope to race abroad with support from
British Cycling and race all over Europe
and start to make a name for myself
worldwide! 

Brothers Luke (Yr 10) and George (Yr 9) 
are national downhill mountain bike 
riders. Last weekend, George became 
the Juvenile HSBC British Cycling 
National Champion winning Gold.

Congratulations to Lucy in Year 10, who won the Regional MTB XCO 
Championships in U16s age group this term. She is also currently ranked 
Number 1 in the UK in U16s, which she is on the young side of, and will race 
in the same age category next year too. Here, Lucy describes why she 
enjoys her sport so much.◾

Supremos
Cyclin�

George winning his title

Luke takes a jump

George in action

Both Luke and George have enjoyed mountain 
biking from a young age. It’s an extreme sport and 
they risk frequent injury through crashes, but it is 
their passion. This was fuelled by a trip to the 
Downhill World Cup in 2017. Since then they have 
competed in Europe and and across the country in 
national competitions. We wish them both every 
success as they continue to pursue their dreams.



Never be afraid to ask for helpNever be afraid to ask for help

MRS REEVESSta� saf� thi� 
Summe�

Diar� Date� Autum� Ter� 2021

All dates correct at the time of publication. For the latest information, please 
refer to the calendar on our website, here.

The views and opinions expressed in The Misbourne News are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the official policy or position of The Misbourne. The publisher (The Misbourne), authors and 
contributors reserve their rights with regards to copyright of their work.

No part of this magazine may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and retrieval system without 
written permission from the school Headteacher.

The Trustees take seriously their responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. More 
information regarding The Misbourne safeguarding can be found on our website. 

Looking after the 
welfare of our 
students - and their 
families - is at the 
heart of everything 
we do at The 
Misbourne. 

For anyone who 
may be struggling 
over the long 
Summer break, 
there is a wealth of 
wellbeing 
information and 
contact details for 
support services on 
our website here.

https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/527/full-calendar
http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/1195/wellbeing

