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For many years now a school 
has had many roles to play in 
society.  Providing a safe place for 
students to learn new skills and 
gain new knowledge so that they 
can be successful in their formal 
qualifications has, for a long time 
now been one of the key roles that 
we have to play.  But, I would argue 
that developing ‘softer’ skills such 
as resilience, creativity, problem 
solving, teamwork and adaptability 
are the keys to life long learning and 
happiness.  We want our students to 
leave us with the best qualifications 
possible, but that they are also 
able to demonstrate these qualities 
to future employers, colleagues, 
friends and family. 

If you look through the pages 
of this newsletter and read our 
Twitter feeds @TheMisbourne and              
@MisbourneHead, you will see so 
many examples of our students 
rising to the challenges set by our 
staff in a variety of settings.  No one 
day is ever quite the same at The 
Misbourne and whether it is visiting 
snakes and reptiles; performances 
with Garsington Opera; practice 

interviews with employers or the 
Mizfest open air concert, we have 
seen it all this term.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all of the staff, students, 
trustees, members, local community 
and family members for your 
continued support this year.  In 
particular I would like to thank our 
departing staff (11 teaching staff and 
two members of support staff) as 
they move on to pastures new.  You 
have all given so much to our young 
people this year and we wish you 
well in your new ventures.

We have made some excellent 
appointments to all positions this 
year and will be welcoming some 
new colleagues to the Misbourne 
in September, including a new 
Curriculum Leader and Assistant 
Curriculum Leader for Mathematics 
and a new Curriculum Leader for 
Science who started part-time this 
term.

We will also have some changes 
in areas of school leadership. Mrs 
Asha Harding will be leaving us to 
take up a Deputy Headship and we 

Misbourne Gold Infinity Award winners celebrate their achievements

will be welcoming Mr Mike Worth 
to the Senior Leadership Team as 
Assistant Headteacher.  Mike joined 
us last September as Head of Year 9 
and quickly showed great potential 
for a more senior role.  Mr Mike 
Lyons will be moving into the role of 
SENCO whilst still retaining some of 
his previous responsibilities and Mr 
Tom Griffiths will be moving across 
to become the Pastoral Lead.

We have recently welcomed back 
Mrs Clare Owen from maternity 
leave into the role of Head of Year 
7 for September and Miss Lauren 
Rowe will be taking the current 
Year 7 into Year 8 as their Head of 
Year.  Both Mr Josh Baxter and Mr 
Louis Casserley will be taking their 
year groups forward and the very 
experienced Miss Kate Hill be taking 
over from Mr Worth, taking Year 9 
into Year 10.

I would like to wish you all a happy 
and restful summer break and look 
forward to welcoming you all back in 
September.

Jo Meloni 
Headteacher 

https://twitter.com/TheMisbourne?lang=en-gb
https://twitter.com/MisbourneHead?lang=en-gb
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Families from Year 12 and other year 
groups joined us on Wednesday 19 
June to hear from a wide variety 
of speakers about the current 
opportunities for progression to 
university, employment, gap years 
and apprenticeships.

Lindsey Blake from Bucks New 
University spoke about how the 
UCAS application process works and 
how to apply for student finance.  
Former Misbourne students Georgia 
and Matt spoke passionately about 
the highlights of their first year 
experiences at the universities 
of Nottingham and Portsmouth.   
Georgia reflected on sitting in this 
talk two years ago as a Year 12 
student and recommended going to 
see as many universities as possible 
to make good choices.  Headteacher, 
Ms Meloni commented: “This was 
a really informative evening for our 
students and who better to hear 
from than these young people who 
were sitting in the same seats not 
that long ago

Paddy Patterson from the Bucks 
Skills Hub guided us through all 
the varied apprenticeship options 

Higher Education and 
Apprenticeships Evening

available, from Level 2 to Degree 
Apprenticeships.  Around 50% 
of Misbourne Sixth Formers will 
select the route of employment or 
apprenticeships over immediately 
going to university and the 
opportunities in this sector are 
growing rapidly.  Former students 
Louis and Anna spoke about going 
straight into the workplace and the 
confidence and enjoyment they 
have gained from taking the non-
university route and the opportunity 
to start their careers and earning 
some money straight away.

Mrs Hill, Mrs Cook and Mr Dwight 
spoke about the school support 
for applications to either higher 
education or apprenticeships and 
the school encourages students to 
consider both, and deadlines are 
upcoming for draft CVs and personal 
statements for all Year 12 students.  
Extensive further information can be 
found under the Careers and Sixth 
Form sections of the school website. 

Mr Dwight
Head of Sixth Form

The former Misbourne students who spoke about their different paths since leaving The 
Misbourne

Year 12 
Careers Day

On Friday 12 July, Year 12 students 
were off timetable on for The Year 
12 Careers Day when they worked 
around a carousel of careers 
activities: 

• CV workshop where students 
sit one to one with a business 
person to improve their draft CV 

• Psychometric, verbal and 
numerical testing workshop - 
students get to try out a number 
of recruitment activities 

• Group assessment activity 

• Skype practice interviews 

This valuable event was made 
possible by the 30 volunteers from 
local and national businesses who 
gave up their time to help our 
students prepare for the world of 
work.

Head of Sixth Form, David Dwight, 
tweeted,  “Thank you to our 
wonderful volunteers who helped 
to deliver a challenging group 
assessment, CV workshop, Skype 
interviews and psychometric testing 
on our Year 12 Careers Day”.

Headteacher, Jo Meloni tweeted 
“Our students are so fortunate to 
have such fantastic experiences      
@TheMisbourne helping to develop 
employability skills.  We could not 
do it without this team of amazing 
volunteers to whom we are very 
grateful for their continued support”

The event helped us to meet our 
Gatsby5 target.

Mrs H Hill
Careers Lead
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Misbourne Year 12 Business and 
Economics students visited the 
BMW Mini Factory to find out more 
about how the business operates.   
John Akhurst, one of the students, 
wrote the following report:

We spent two hours on the 7 June 
going on a tour of the Mini Factory 
in Oxford.  When we were there, our 
tour guide gave us an insight into 
the production of a Mini and all the 
different machines and robots that 
are involved in the producing the 
final product ready for sale. 
The factory produces over 1000 
Minis a day that are sent from the 
factory to be shipped across the 
world to customers as far away as 
America and as close as the local 
dealers in Buckinghamshire.  The 
Mini has thousands of different 
combinations that all have to 
be produced in the same factory 
meaning the robots had been 
adapted to be able to cope with 
these different customisable 
components along with their human 
counterparts also attaching specific 
parts along the way.  This experience 
was extremely beneficial for us 
as it allowed us to see how the 
theory we have been learning in our 
economics and business lessons is 
put into practice in a real working 
environment on a large, industrial 
scale.   
Other students gave the following 
feedback from the day:
• Tom –  It was very interesting 

and shocking to find out about 

Mini Adventure

the number of robots used  
instead of people.

• Danni – It was cool to see 
the car in different stages of 
production.

• Jamie – A great insight into 
everything that goes into 
producing a car as well as the 
modern automated production 
system. 

• Dylan – An exciting trip 
which taught a lot about the 
production line in a business. 

• Alex H – It was very interesting 
to see all the stages of 
production of the car.

• Gaby – I was interesting to find 
out that there are not many 
people working in the factory 
compared to robots.

Mrs H Hill
Careers Lead

We are delighted to announce that 
Miss Perry (Assistant Curriclulum 
Leader, Humanities) has been 
appointed a UK Parliamentary 
Ambassador at Gold Level.  

Miss Perry achieved this prestigious 
award by creating a portfolio of 
work to show all we do here at The 
Misbourne to explain and promote 
the parliamentary system and 
democracy to our students.

The portfolio included two 
assemblies to demonstrate what 
Parliament and democracy are 
and promote parliament and 
government in schools. 

The assemblies launched our 
student parliament in school.  
Students also learnt about voting 
systems and an election was held for 
our new senior students.  Miss Perry 
used the parliament resources to 
support the delivery of the election. 

Miss Perry also delivered a taster 
session to all 180 Year 6 students 
who will join The Misbourne in 
September as part of their transition 
days and led a discussion with 
staff to explain the importance of 
promoting politics and democracy to 
all students.  

Miss Perry with the Year 6 Transition students



Page 4

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is 
thriving at The Misbourne.  Students 
from Year 9 to 12 are participating 
and our numbers are growing 
annually.  Currently, 64 students 
are working towards the Bronze 
Award, 13 Silver and 4 Gold.  This is 
a significant growth rate on previous 
years and reflects the enthusiasm 
and self-drive Misbourne students 
have to broaden their skill set and 
equip themselves with lifelong skills. 

The Misbourne has been hosting 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award for 
four years and at a recent review 
held by the regional manager, we 
were delighted to hear our school 
is highly regarded through the 
range of activities participated 
in and the conversion rate from 
Bronze to Silver.  We have recently 
received independent feedback 
from students which demonstrates 
their hard work developing new 
skills, pushing their own boundaries 
and their positive attitude towards 
DofE.    As staff members, we were 
delighted to receive such positive 
feedback and, on occasions, 
constructive criticism.  All feedback 
is valuable for developing the award 
within the school. 

One of the sections involves 
volunteering time to support 

others in the community.  We have 
students volunteering at many 
places in the local area including 
schools, Rainbows, local shops, 
sports clubs, retirement homes 
and an animal sanctuary.  The 
volunteering equates to over £3000 
given to the local community.  Again, 
Misbourne students have been 
recognised for their contribution to 
the community and their genuine 
desire to help others. 

2019 saw a change of venue for the 
Bronze students training weekend.  
We decided to camp at school, 
so on a sunny May weekend the 
field looked like a mini festival 
with a range of tents and cooking 
equipment.  Bronze students have 
also walked in Woburn Safari Park 
and in September will be based at 
Green Park for their assessment 
weekend.  

This year, the Silver group increased 
to 13 students.  The school minibus 
was packed to capacity with 
rucksacks full of equipment and 
food – lots of it in some cases.   The 
practice session took place in the 
New Forest, where the students 
finished their walk on the beach.   
The recent assessment took place in 
the beautiful Forest of Dean.  Even 
with rain, our students’ spirits were 

not dampened and they have all 
been highly commended for their 
conduct, team work and camping 
skills.

We have started a Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme at The 
Misbourne.   This is a genuine 
challenge and necessitates 
commitment for 18 months.  
However, the prize is to attend a 
private ceremony at Buckingham 
Palace meeting Prince Edward (who 
has taken over from The Duke of 
Edinburgh).  We are hopeful in a 
few years’ time we will be sharing 
pictures of these students being 
presented with their Gold Awards.   

Special thanks must be given to 
staff and families who support the 
students.  Whilst we do work with 
an experienced provider to train 
the students for the expedition 
phase, staff are needed to support 
the students in many other ways, 
for example, music/singing exams, 
baking, language skills, sporting 
success, caring for others.  Thank 
you to all the staff who have helped 
and welcome to others who we can 
tempt into supporting the students.   
However special thanks must be 
given to Mr Baxter who supported 
Miss McCarthy travelling to the New 
Forest and Mr Tebb for driving to 
Wales with a very heavy yet happy 
minibus recently. 

All current awards should be 
completed in October, at our 
annual presentation evening.   It is 
an excellent event where staff and 
parents hear about the student’ 
achievements in all areas of DofE.   
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Many will complete their whole 
award and then, after a brief rest, 
will sign up to the next level or 
encourage younger members of the 
school to participate. 

Thank you to students and staff for 
another exciting and successful DofE 
year.

Miss McCarthy and Mr Tebb
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Leaders

PS  We are slowly building up a 
range of equipment our students 
can use.  If any families have any 
tents, sleeping bags, rucksacks or 
walking boots they no longer use 
and are light and in good condition 
please let us know.  Thank you.

Student comments:

“It has massively improved my 
fitness and confidence, as well as 
helping me build strong bonds with 
my peers”

“It has improved my teamwork 
skills to overcome the challenging 
expedition.  My commitment has 
improved through sticking to my 
volunteering, physical and skills 
sections.”

DofE has allowed me to experience 
something that I probably wouldn’t 
experience later on in life.  It was a 
great opportunity to boost all round 
skills and I am glad that I did it.”

“I learnt a lot of new skills ie, 
cooking on a trangia and putting a 
tent up properley.  I also learnt to 
play the piano.”

“I have learnt some new skills 
and had some great experiences, 
especially on the expedition.”

“It has shown me how independent 
I can truly be.”

“It has shown me that I can walk 
long distances with a great team 
effort to keep all of us motivated.”

“It has helped me understand 
mapping skills better.”

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (Continued)
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Computer Science Clubs and Activities
Could you stay one step ahead 
of a cyber-criminal?
Think you have what it takes to 
understand how cyber criminals 
attack systems, write malicious code 
and steal personal information?  
Learn how to stop hackers in their 
tracks through Cyber Discovery - a 
fun and interactive extracurricular 
learning programme waiting to find 
someone like you.

Cyber Discovery, part of HM 
Government’s Cyber Schools 
initiative, is an extracurricular 
learning programme for students 
aged 14-18 across the UK.  Designed 
to be accessible to those without 
any pre-existing cyber security 
knowledge, the programme consists 
of four phases intended to find and 
inspire the next generation of cyber 
security experts.

If you are 14-18, and enjoy a 
challenge, head over to the 
Computer Science Department for 
further details.  The programme will 
commence in September.

Robotics Club

Robots is where computers meet 
the real world.   Robots take many 
different forms, for many different 
purposes.  Some do jobs that 
people can’t, and some explore new 
places.  Some are made for the fun 
of learning and experimenting, and 
that’s what our club is all about.

The Misbourne Robotics Club offers 
a chance to explore many different 
things, depending on your interest.  
The robots are a combination 
of mechanisms, computers, and 
software programming, so the club 
is a opportunity for students to 
explore any one or all of those, plus 
other areas.

In our club we will be experimenting 
with different robots and their 
programming.  Students first take 
part in using our Robot Wars Arena, 
then they design different robots 
from kits of parts and program them 
to do specific tasks. They try out 
many different—and wildly creative 
- robot designs and different 
software programs to learn what 
works best.

Our overall goal is to experiment, 
experience and explore, to learn and 
to have fun.  Club members are able 
to follow their curiosity and there 
is room for members to specialize 
in areas that interest them.  Some 
examples:

Software programming.  Our robots 
are autonomous.  That means they 
use pre-stored programs that we 
create and refine to accomplish the 
tasks we choose.  Once we start 
them in a round of competition, 
they respond to their environment 
and make decisions to navigate and 
perform the tasks.  Programmers 
will create the instructions that take 
information from the robot sensors 
and make this happen.

Mechanical design.  Our robots 
are made from a selection of 
standardized parts including motors, 
sensors (including vision and touch 
sensors) and manipulators.  These 
can be set up in an infinite number 
of ways, but only some will work.  

Figuring out what works and what 
doesn’t is critical.

Code Club starting in September 
– sign up now!

iDEA

The Duke of York Inspiring Digital 
Enterprise Award (iDEA) is an 
international programme aiming 
to help address the digital skills 
gap.  The programme provides 
free digital skills education in the 
form of engaging online modules 
(badges). The iDEA curriculum 
has been curated to help inspire 
people all over the world to become 
Digital Citizens, Workers, Makers, 
Entrepreneurs and Gamers to 
enhance their employability; and 
to help them become economically 
active.

iDEA is a blended learning approach 
that aspires to be a digital and 
enterprise equivalent of The Duke 
of Edinburgh Award. Participants 
take on a series of challenges that 
earn them points which aggregate 
towards their Bronze, Silver or Gold 
Inspiring Digital Enterprise Award.

For further details on this exciting  
initiative contact Mrs Ali.

Mrs Ali
Curriculum Leader, Computer 
Science & ICT
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As part of our food topic in French, 
my Year 7 class spent a lesson 
making crepes.  

We translated the recipe, researched 
the ingredients and picked the 
toppings before it was time to cook.  
Everything went pretty smoothly 
... there was some mistranslated 
instructions (never trust Google!) 
which ended up in some interesting 
batter but overall it was a success.

The students thoroughly enjoyed 
eating their crepes.  I am not 
sure what the French would have 
thought of their wonderful dish 
being covered in syrup and squirty 
cream.

Miss Blomfield
MFL Teacher

Learning about French cuisine

The Misbourne KenKen maths 
competition ran really well, with 
plenty of suspense over the course 
of two sessions on two successive 
Thursdays.  The two Hughenden 
teams were in the lead at the end 
of the first session, but in the end 
Dorneywood's Maddie, Amaia 
and Maksim won the day with 25 
merits per student.   Many other 
merits were earned by the other 
competitors and dozens of puzzles 
were solved.

KenKen was Invented by a Japanese 
math teacher, Tetsuya Miyamoto.
KENKEN® allowing students to test 
their puzzle acumen and improve 
their math skills at the same time. 

A fun competition to be repeated 
sometime...

Mr Reese
Mathematics Teacher

Maths 
Competition

Senior Students 2019 - 2020

Congratulations, following the 
whole school election, the two 
Head Students and two Deputy 
Head students for the 2019 - 2020 
Academic Year are:

• Head Students: Mia Mortimer 
and John Akhurst 

• Deputy Head Students: Louis 
Graham and Jessica Bex

 They are pictured here with 
Headteacher, Ms Meloni who said, 
“ I am really looking forward to 
working with these young leaders 
over the coming year and am excited 
by what they can achieve.”

Mr Dwight
Head of Sixth Form
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On Tuesday 9 July, the English 
Department welcomed back ex-
student Helena B to run some 
masterclasses with Year 7s and 8s.  
Helena chose the Carol Ann Duffy 
poem "Havisham" for Year 7 and 
"The Things They Carried" by Tim 
O'Brian for Year 8 and delivered 
an  A Level discussion style lesson 
to these groups.  It was lovely to 
see how all students were keen 
and engaged, expressing some very 
perceptive ideas and thoughts about 
these challenging texts.  

Helena also ran an A level workshop 
with the current Year 12 Literature 
class - giving them an insight into 
English at university, (Helena is 
studying English at Leeds), but also 
advising the students on what they 
now need to be doing in Year 13 
in order to achieve success in the 
subject.

We would welcome any visits from 
ex-students to come and inspire our 
current cohort. 

Mrs Kalyan
Curriculum Leader, English

English 
Masterclass

The Latest from 
Literacy 

As part of our whole school literacy 
plan this year and our drive to 
improve reading at The Misbourne, 
we introduced Accelerated 
Reader for Years 7 – 9 in February.    
Accelerated Reader is an online 
computer program that monitors 
students’ independent reading 
practice and progress.  Students 
have been reading three times a 
week in tutor time, once in their 
literacy lessons and at home for 
literacy homework.  

We have been impressed by their 
engagement and enthusiasm. 

In particular, we are really proud of 
two students who have managed to 
read over a million words and join 

the exclusive millionaires club this 
term.  They are:

• Phoebe Burt
• Ana Wainwright

It would be lovely if more students 
achieve this goal next term.

To keep the reading challenge going 
and avoid the ‘summer dip’, students 
in Years 7 and 8 have been set a 
summer reading challenge.   They 
have been asked to read at least two 
books over the holidays - one fiction 
and one non-fiction and send via a 

postcard their recommendations 
about the book to any member of 
staff in school.   These postcards 
can be sent by traditional methods 
or posted in the school library in 
September. 

Both staff and students have also 
been set a reading challenge to get 
‘caught reading’ over the summer 
in an unusual or different place to 
read.

Happy summer reading!

Mrs Weller
Literacy Coordinator
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Traditionally, you might have 
considered that studying Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths 
(STEM) subjects was only necessary 
for future scientists, medical 
doctors, construction engineers, 
and the like.  However - think more 
broadly about our technological 
age and it is clear that the skills 
and knowledge gained from these 
subjects are relevant to a very 
wide variety of jobs - from athlete 
(physiology, stress, nutrition) and 
beautician (chemistry, biology), 
through to yachtsman (navigation, 
aerodynamics, weather forecasting) 
and zoo keeper (accounts, zoology, 
logistics), and many of the service 
and manufacturing jobs in between. 

During the Autumn Term, we plan 

to host a networking event, bringing 
together STEM practitioners, 
including families and alumni 
from the school, and business 
representatives from the local 
community, who apply a diverse 
range of STEM skills in their 
workplace.  If you use STEM in your 
work or pass times then we would 
like to invite you to be part of this.   

National government has recognised 
that these core subjects are so 
important for entry into the 
workplace that it has embedded a 
specific STEM requirement within 
career guidance targets (the Gatsby 
benchmarks). These are used for 
schools to measure themselves 
against and The Misbourne is doing 
really well in all areas but with STEM 

What does STEM mean to you? 

STEM Students 
visit GE 

Healthcare

Ten Year 10 STEM students visited 
GE Healthcare in Amersham where 
they took part in four separate 
hour long workshops on Tips to CV 
Success, Interview Skills, Products 
in Practise and The Healthcare 
Challenge. 

All the students really enjoyed the 
visit and were very well behaved.   
Thanks to Mrs H Hill who organised 
the trip. The students were:

Louis Farmer, Sam Allum, Amy 
Hutchinson, Elise Price, Lewis Walls, 
Asad-Ali Mahmood, Nell Andrews, 
Grace Owen, Eleanor Cosier and  
Aneeq Barbar.

Mr Egan
Curriculum Leader, Mathematics

we aspire to be doing even more. 

We will use the planned networking 
event to present information on 
the Gatsby Benchmarks, introduce 
the national STEM Learning 
Organisation, and to discuss the 
schools' range of STEM needs.  In 
return we would like attendees to 
pledge their support - this could be 
as simple as a ten minute classroom 
talk to introduce your work and 
the STEM skills you use, or if you 
wanted to get more involved then it 
could be to help deliver a workshop 
or after-school STEM Club activity.  
This doesn't need to be onerous, 
all we want is your practical STEM 
application experience and an 
enthusiasm to share that with 
our students - to help shape their 
futures.

More information will be provided 
closer to the date.

Mr Khalid
Science Teacher & STEM Club Leader

Misbourne STEM students work with staff from GE Healthcare
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Misbourne Art and Photography Exhibitions
Misbourne GCSE and A Level 
art and photography students 
proudly exhibited their work at 
two exhibitions held at the end 
of June.  It was an opportunity 
for their families and the wider 
school community to view the 
exceptionally high standard of work 
produced by our students.

Headteacher, Jo Meloni said, “I 
am so impressed by the talent 
and creativity on display.  Such 
an inspiration to our younger 
students.”
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On Wednesday the 6 June,  48 art 
and photography students went to 
the Tate Modern in London.   Some 
students had never been to an art 
gallery and were very impressed by 
the size and the amount of artworks 
there.  Some well-known artists such 
as Monet and Picasso especially 
caught their attention.

After the visit, when asked why is art 
important, their responses included:

• “Because it is a physical 
representation of the artist’s 
feelings and thoughts, and can 
give an insight into their lives.”

• “Art is important because it is 
a way for nervous people to 
speak”

• “Because it is creative and 
joyful and gives us better views/
perspectives.”

• “It helps spread awareness on 
topics which are important but 
ignored.”

When asked – “If you could take a 
piece of artwork home which would 
it be and why?” They said:

• “‘The Three Dancers by 
Pablo Picasso.  It has so may 
perspectives and a lot depth, as 
well as being rare.”

• “Moving Lights by Jenny Holzer.  
I like the quotes because they 

Year 10 Art and Photography visit to 
Tate Modern 

were inspirational.”
• “Whaam! By Roy Lichtenstein.  

It is a cool comic style but with 
deeper meaning.”

• “Water Lilies by Claude Monet.  
I love it because the colours are 
very pretty and because you 
cannot tell what it is when you 
are close up.  When you move 
back it creates a whole picture.”

All the Misbourne artists and 
photographers took lots of 
photographs that will helped them 
with their mock exams in July.  It was 
a pleasure to take them.   “It was 
very inspirational” said one student. 

The Art and Design Department

Misbourne music students Amy 
(year 10) and Murray (Year 8) are 
both excited to be invited to become 
members of the National Children's 
Brass Band (NCBB) of Great Britain.  
It will be Amy's third year as a 
member of the Tenor Trombone 
section and Murray's first year as 
a member of the Soprano Cornet 
section.  

The NCBB meets once a year at the 
end of July for a week long course 
culminating in a concert featuring 
the band and their teachers (leading 
members of top brass bands from 
across the country).  

Just 59 students from the whole 
of Great Britain are selected for 
the band and, in the past, only 
9% of members have come from 
SE England – The North is the 
powerhouse of brass bands.  

Congratulations to Amy and Murray.  

The Misbourne Music Department

British Brass Band 
Selections
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Talented  Misbourne students 
were invited to take part in a two 
day workshop with Garsington 
Opera.  Year 10 student, Olly, wrote 
the following report about the 
experience:

“On Thursday 20 and Friday 21st 
of June, The Garsington Opera 
Company led an opera workshop 
at The Misbourne; it was my 
third year taking part in one of 
these events.  Despite not being 
a huge fan of opera, I thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience because the 
professionals were so engaging.

I took part in the musical composing 
side of the workshop, while others 
worked on the performance.  I 
really appreciated working with a 
professional composer to create 
an overture, adapted from parts of 
this year's Garsington production 
Fantasio, which I was looking 
forward to seeing at the opera 
house.

My favourite part was when the 
performers and the musicians 
came together to share and 
combine what we had devised 
and successfully create a short 
production which we performed to 
a group of students.

I would recommend this workshop 
to anyone, as there are many skills 
to learn such as confidence.”

Olly

Freya Wynn-Jones of Garsington 
Opera tweeted: “Gorgeous two 
days spent at @TheMisbourne 
working on Garsington’s opera 
Fantasio and the role of the clown 
as truth teller. What a lovely, sunny 
and fun project with a beautiful 
team.”

Following the workshops, the 
students involved were taken to see 
Fantasio performed at Garsington 
on 5 July.

Mr Ingram 
Music Teacher

Garsington Opera Workshop at The Misbourne
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Mini Mizfest 
What a lovely way to spend a summer evening!

On the evening of Thursday 11 July, 
the rain stayed away and the sun 
shone down on an array of talented 
Misbourne actors, singers, musicians 
and rappers who performed at our 
Mini Mizfest.   

Huge thanks should go to the Year 
12 RSL Music students who set up, 
ran the technical and played at the 
event as well as to all the performers 
and The Friends of The Misbourne 
for the bar and BBQ.   

Thank you also to the families and 
staff who came along and supported 
our brilliant student performers.

Mrs Jeffery
Curriculum Leader, Performing Arts
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Congratulations to all students 
and staff in Chequers House, who 
are Misbourne House Champions 
for 2019.  The Misbourne House 
Champions Celebration Day took 
place on Tuesday 16 July, when 
students from Chequers, who had 
been awarded the most house 
points during the year, were invited 
to come to school in mufti and 
take part in a variety of activities 
to celebrate their efforts and 
achievements over the year.  

This year each year group from 
Chequers spent an hour The 
Royal Navy undertaking various 
team building activities.  Then 
all the Chequers students met 
in the café where Mr Tebb, the 
Misbourne House Coordinator 
gave a brief history of the House 
Championship and the House 
Trophy and Headteacher Ms Meloni 
presented the trophy to Chequers 
and explained the significance of 
their win.  This year, the award was 
accepted by Max, the student who 
received the most House points 
overall during the year.  

After the presentation Chequers 
was treated to a special early lunch.   
During rest of the sunny afternoon 
Chequers students participated in 
other activates including Zorbing, 
Sumo wrestling, an inflatable 
obstacle course as well as various 
games on the school field.  They 
were also given  the opportunity 
to buy ice creams which was very 
popular on such a fine sunny day. 

This was the second time, in recent 
years, that Chequers had won the 
cup.  At the end of the day they 
were reminded of their success over 
the year and set the challenge of 
winning again next year.

Mr Tebb
Misbourne House Coordinator

Chequers are House Champions
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Students from Years 7, 8 and 10 
who had achieved their Gold Infinity 
Award attended a special event at 
midday on Tuesday 16 July when 
their names were entered into a 
prize draw.  A lucky winner was 
selected at random from each 
year group to win a set of Beats 
Headphones.  Then the remaining 
student from all three years were 
entered into a the draw for a further 
set of hedphones and two prizes of 
iPads.  We are very grateful to Sweet 
Charity in Prestwood and to Friends 
of The Misbourne who donated the 
prizes.

All the Gold Infinity Award students 
joined Chequers House in a special 
lunch celebration to reward their 
outstanding efforts.  

The students achieving the Gold 
Infinity Award were:

 Year 7:

• Charlie Barnes
• Bella Booth
• Adam Callaly
• Charlotte Clayfield
• Hannah Edwards
• Dan Hill
• Jess Hobbs
• Matt Hughes
• Olivia Major

• Olivia Moy
• Ocean Obinamuni
• Scarlet Powell
• Roman Sangha
• Edward Seal
• Macey Wealleans
• Lukas Williams

Year 8:

• Michael Abrams
• Max Casbeard
• Sam Clinton
• Anopaishe Fundira
• Eva Herrera
• Murray Hutchinson
• Libby Michael-Phillips
• Camille Thornton-Izzard
• Ana Wainwright
• Georgia Watt

Year 10:

• Ella Bowen
• Josie Burns
• Grace Owen
• Liddie Thomas 

The the lucky winners are pictured 
below with their prizes.

Miss K Hill
Infinity Awards Lead

Going for Gold 
The Misbourne Infinity Awards

Heads of Year 
Celebration Lunch

Misbourne Heads of Year hosted a 
celebratory lunch for the students 
from their year groups who had 
received the highest merit points.  
The students were treated to a pizza 
lunch in the main hall where they 
were entertained by Misbourne 
music students.

Congratulations and well done to 
everyone who attended.

Heads of Year
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The Misbourne 5K and 10K Trail Runs
Thank you to everyone who took 
part in the 4th annual Misbourne 
Trail Run on Saturday 22 June. The 
day was a huge success with over 
200 runners, almost double that 
of last year.   It was a delight to 
see such an event at the heart of 
our community, with both serious 
athletes and families running 
alongside one another.  We had 
more Misbourne students run that 
ever before and there were some 
outstanding performances both 
from youngsters and adults alike.  A 
full list of results can found here.

The event could not have happened 
without the hard work and vision of 
the committee of families and staff 
to whom we are extremely grateful. 
We would also like to thank the 
many volunteers who helped on the 
day in areas such as timekeeping, 
results, marshalling, refreshments, 
photography, set-up and take-down. 
It even managed to stop raining for 
us.

Funds raised from the event go 
towards our projects to improve the 
sports facilities here at the school.

A gallery of pictures from the event 
can be found here.

Thank you once again.

Jo Meloni
Headteacher

http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/uploads/asset_file/3_1609_misbourne5k10ktrailraces2019.pdf
http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/63/image-galleries/cat/56/the-misbourne-trail-runs-2019


Page 17

Sports Day 
At Last!

It really was third time luck for 
Sports Day at The Misbourne.  
Following two postponements due 
to wet weather, the conditions were 
not looking great on the morning of 
Thursday 18 July.  However, as the 
day progressed the sun came out 
and shone down on our sports day.  
The students were fantastic and the 
staff should be credited with the 
high level of organisation involved.  

Hughenden House was the eventual 
winners and all the competitors 
showed true sportsmanship.

Sports Awards Evening 2019
The many Misbourne sporting 
successes, effort and achievements 
were celebrated on the sultry 
summer evening of 16 July when 
sports students were invited to 
attend the Sports Award Evening in 
the school’s main hall.  The students 
were smartly dressed for the 
celebrations.

Team and individual successes were 
recognised at the presentations 
which were followed by a pizza 
supper.  After the formal events 
students enjoyed socialising with PE 
and other staff on the lawns at the 
front of school.   

The PE staff tweeted that they were 
“beyond proud of our amazing 

students and everything they have 
achieved this Year. “

It was a wonderful end to the year.

The PE Team
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We attended the District Athletics 
Championships on Wednesday 3 
July at Hillingdon stadium.  It was 
a very hot and humid day.  We 
arrived just in time for the first 
event (hurdles), where we had some 
good performances, most notably 
Cameron Shaw (Year 7), who won 
his race.

Throughout the day we had some 

excellent performances, including 
Izzie Bailey winning the Year 7 Girls’ 
Shot Put and Farhan Hakim, who 
won the Year 8 Boys’ Shot Put.

The following students achieved 
second place in their event(s):

• Jodie Stone Year 7 Girls’ Discus 
and Long Jump

Huge congratulations to the 
following students who have all 
achieved their ACO Introduction to 
Cricket Oficiating Course which took 
place over two nights and a total of 
three hours:

Harrison W, Will N, Jack K, Luke H, 
Jake H, Lewis W, Onel B, Michael A, 
Leo W, Bertie W and Henry T-I.

Please keep an eye on your emails 
for more Cricket courses coming 
soon.

Miss Flitney 
Curriculum Leader, PE

Introduction to Cricket Officiating 

• Isabelle Oger Year 7 Girls ‘Javelin

• Oliver Layfield Year 8 Boys’ 
800m

• Jacob Perkins Year 9 Boys’ 
Hurdles

• Harrison West Year 10 Boys’ 
1500m

• Caia Stockdale Year 7 Girls’ 
Hurdles

• Marea Logan Year 7 Girls’ 
1500m

• Sally Walling Year 8 Girls’ 800m

• Annabelle Thomson Year 8 Girls’ 
Shot Put.

• Jaimie Watt Year 10 Girls’ Triple 
Jump

The Misbourne Year 7 Girls’ team 
won the Year 7 Girls event.

The Misbourne Year 8 Girls’ Team 
came second overall.

Overall, we finished second behind 
Chesham Grammar school.

Well done to all involved.

Miss Flitney
Curriculum Leader, PE

District Athletics Championships
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Year 9, 5 June 2019
The Year 9 District Tournament 
was held at The Amersham school.  
We had three games in our pool, 
and won two games losing one to 
Chesham Grammar.  This meant  we 
progressed to the plate competition.  
We played our best game against 
Pipers Corner School in the semi-
final.  We beat them 7 – 3 reaching 
the final of the plate competition.   
Unfortunately, Chesham Grammar 
beat Pipers Corner, so we had to 
play them again in the final.  The 
girls dug deep, but we lost 1 ½ - 5.

The Year 9 team consisted of; 
Xanthe Panayiotou (captain), Amie 
Shepstone, Eden Cooper, Paige 
Tomlin, Sophie Goodall, Charlotte 
Bates, Alice Martyn, Aiko Bradley-
Ward, Taesha Pandya, Chloe Metcalf 
and Summer Ludlow.

Year 10, 24 June 2019
The Year 10 District Tournament was 
postponed due to poor weather and 
rescheduled for a Monday evening 
at The Beaconsfield School.  We 
played three games in our pool.  The 
first was against The Beaconsfield 
School and we beat them 7 ½ - 3.  
Then we played Chesham Grammar, 
this was a lot closer, and we lot 1 ½ - 
4.   Our final pool game was against 
Beaconsfield High which we won 7 
½ - ½.  This meant we were through 
the final of the plate game, where 
we came up against St Mary’s.  The 
girls played brilliantly, however 
St Mary’s girls were very good at 
batting and we lost 1 ½ - 8. 

The Year 10 team consisted of; Nell 
A (captain), Ella B, Taiya B, Georgina 
G, Damaris D, Molly W, Josie B, Elise 
P and Amelia A. 

Year 7,  26 June 2019
We hosted the Year 7 District 
Rounders Tournament at The 
Misbourne on a a very hot and 
humid evening.

Rounders  
Round Up

Our first game was against Chesham 
Grammar School, we played well 
and won 7-5. The next game was 
against Beaconsfield High School. 
This was a great game to watch and 
we won 4 ½ - 9.  Our next group 
game was against Pipers Corner.  
They were a very strong team and 
we lost 6 ½ - 10 ½.  Our final group 
game was against Chalfonts.  We 
had really improved by this point 
and were working well as a team 
and won 8 – 2 ½.

We came second in our group and 
progressed to the Cup semi-final.  

We were very excited to make the 
semi-final and played a really good 
game.  Unfortunately, we lost 3 
½ – 4 against a strong Chesham 
Grammar team (who went on to win 
the tournament).

The team consisted of; Hope W 
(captain), Beth D, Isabelle O, Caia S, 
Rhianna W, Cate T, Olivia D, Lani T, 
Nicole V and Dhara P. 

Well done to the girls in their first 
tournament.

Miss Flitney 
Curriculum Leader, PE

The Year 10 Team

The Year 7 Team
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schools took part and it was led by 
Year 9 GCSE PE students. 

The younger pupils had a go at 
shooting into a small netball post, 
throwing a vortex, jumping into a 
sand pit and riding a space hopper 
to name but a few activities.

The primary school staff said it 
was one of the best festivals they 
had been to so well done to all the 
leaders involved.   Your enthusiasm 
and confidence shone today.

Mrs Lyons
School Sports Coordinator

Year 2 Games 
22nd May 2019
Two schools joined us for the 
Year 2 Games on a glorious sunny 
morning where the children took 
part in five activities - golf, athletics, 
orienteering, dance and gym.

At the end of the Festival everyone 
performed the dance one more time 
all together in the Sports Hall - the 
music was appropriately called The 
Greatest Show.

The chosen leaders either ran 
the activities or were Group 
Representatives and were a major 
part in making it a successful event.

Well done to all the leaders 
involved.

Year 4 Tennis Festival 
5 June 2019
Three Primary Schools and 180 
pupils took part in The Year 4 Tennis 
Festival on the Misbourne courts 
and we also made use of the coach 
car park.

The younger pupils took part in a 
variety of tennis related activities 
during the afternoon - one of them 
being taking on a GCSE PE student to 
keep a rally going.

The leaders were excellent and once 
again the compliments were so 
pleasing to receive on their behalf.  
Well done to you all.

Year 6 Games 
26 June 2019
Competition was fierce at the 
Year 6 Games this year, despite 
the fact that only two schools 
attended.  Ninety pupils took part 
in two different sports - one in the 
morning and one in the afternoon.  
They chose from either tag rugby, 
ultimate frisbee, triangle softball, 
handball or archery.

All the referees were Year 10 GCSE 
PE students who were extremely 

Community Sports Events Summer 2019

professional. There were many well 
deserved compliments regarding 
their conduct from the primary 
school staff. 

Certificates were presented for all 
competitors in each sport and points 
were added up to establish the 
overall winner which was Chartridge 
Primary School. 

Well done to them and a well done 
and thank you to the leaders.

Year 1 Summer Multiskills 
10 July 2019
The last sports festival of the year 
was the Summer Multiskills.  Two 
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Earlier in the summer term, 
Misbourne Sixth Former Abi, took 
a few days off school to compete 
for GB in the ICF Freestyle Kayaking 
World Championships which were 
held in Sort, Spain.  Abi has written 
about her experience here:

For the second year running, I 
qualified to compete at the World 
Championships for kayaking.  This 
year, the ICF Freestyle Kayaking 
World Championship were held in 
from 29 June to 1 July in Sort, Spain.

I had finished second in the Team 
GB meaning I gained one of the 
two teams spots and was invited to 
travel to Spain.  

The Opening ceremony was 
extremely exciting and it was 
inspirational to see the commitment 
the town of Sort had given to the 
sport of kayaking after agreeing to 
host this year’s event.  One of the 

most exciting experiences for me, 
was meeting my idols from around 
the globe who are inspirational 
paddlers that have contributed loads 
to the sport and the community.  A 
proud moment was meeting Dane 
Jackson, the current world champion 
in Freestyle kayaking.  A great 
opportunity for me to learn from the 

World Championship Kayaking
best in the sport and meet exciting 
new people from around the world. 

I am proud to have competed in the 
Junior Women’s category where I 
placed 13th out of 16 with a score 
of 13.36.  I am also proud to be 
part of the Great British Team that 
performed excellently with great 
sportsmanship that inspired others.  
However, I believe I could have 
performed better and am extremely 
excited about the next GB selections 
at the end of September.   

I am also looking forward to 
competing in the European 
Championships 2020 in France, 
which will be my final year in the 
category of a junior, before the 
2021 World Championships to be 
held here in the UK in Nottingham  
- an event I aim to compete in and 
volunteer to help at.

Abi, Year 12


