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This year for
World Book Day
(5 March) we

Celebrating the very best in people
is something we place great value
on. Now more than ever, as we
adjust to our new ways of working and communicating, putting
this newsletter together has afforded us the luxury of taking a
moment to reflect on all that has
been achieved over this past
term...before life turned a corner
that none of us expected.
You will find articles covering a
wide cross-section of the school
within this newsletter. From our
superb school show, to science
masterclasses; from our Careers
curriculum to Cyclo-Cross success
and from our World Book Day
exploits to Young Enterprise
success, all this plus information on
many more trips, visits, competitions, guest speakers, and articles
from students. There is also an
important safeguarding update
from Mr Griffiths.

I’d like to give credit to all of the
staff that have helped to pull this
newsletter together whilst trying
to adjust to remote working. I
would
particularly
like
to
thank Katy, who has gone above
and beyond her usual role in overseeing the collation of articles, and
to our very recently appointed Communications and Events
Officer, Lucy Brogan. You will
be seeing a lot more of Lucy’s
work over the coming months as
she takes over the role from Cathy
Hillier, who left last term. I am sure
you will agree, these are not
necessarily the easiest of circumstances in which to be starting a
new job, but I hope you will join
me in extending a very warm
Misbourne family welcome to Lucy
and Emma in HR who both joined
us this week.
So, as we move into the Easter
holidays, I’d like to take a mo-

ment to reflect on something I
believe strongly in and that is the
idea of ‘community’. We all belong
to at least one, perhaps many, and
it is at times like this that the
strength of our communities
comes to the fore. As this newsletter shows, we can take
great pride in what we have
achieved together in supporting
our young people to realise our
vision for them. To develop worldclass students who have the belief
in themselves that anything is
possible seems a very attainable
goal when you read how well so
many of them are doing already
with the support of the
wider community around them.
Thank you and I wish you all a
safe, well and Happy Easter.
Jo Meloni
Headteacher

World-renowned scientist visits The Misbourne
It was an honour and privilege to
welcome a very special visitor,
Professor Lord Robert Winston, to
The Misbourne on 11 March.
Professor Winston is inarguably one
of the most recognisable faces of
British science. Audiences know him
from several television series, including the documentary ‘Child of
our Time’ which aired its most
recent special on the day of
Professor Winston’s visit to The
Misbourne. Professor Winston is
currently Professor of Science and
Society and Emeritus Professor of
Fertility Studies at Imperial College
London. His pioneering work on
the improvement of fertility treatments, in particular, in vitro fertilisation (IVF) and pre-implantation
diagnosis has allowed many people
with
fertility
complications
to conceive children of their own.
On top of his scientific achievements, Professor Winston is a
passionate educator and ambassador of scientific education. He
shared the excitement of science in
the two talks he gave to our students from Years 7 to 13.

We were first treated to a journey
through time and explored the
development of the human brain. In
his unscripted talk, Professor
Winston shared how our knowledge
about the brain can help us under-
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stand human development and
progress both in science and other
fields.
He
emphasised
the
importance of staying curious
about science and encouraged
students to keep learning throughout their lives. In Professor
Winston’s second talk, students
were taken on a journey through
the fascinating topic of embryology. Following questions from students, Professor Winston reiterated the important message he had
for all of our students that they are
the future and their passion for
whichever field or career they
choose can benefit a whole generation. It was truly inspiring!!

and staff at The Misbourne
enjoyed today. It was great to
hear about the advances in
science and how he encourages
young people to be involved in
science and become actively
involved in shaping our society.”

Our Curriculum Leader for
Science, Dr Jakoby, said: "I would
like to thank Professor Winston for
the inspirational talks our students

Dr S Jakoby
Curriculum Leader, Science

A big thank you also goes to Mr
Khalid for organising Professor
Winston’s visit and a lot of the
behind-the-scenes work.
Professor
Winston
is also
the Chairman of the Genesis
Research Trust. You can find
more information about its work
on genesisresearchtrust.com.

Our House
On February 11, 12 and 13, students
of The Misbourne invited us to
spend the evening at ‘Our House’.
‘Our House’, the musical by Tim
Firth, music and lyrics by Madness,
is an original London love
story featuring a collection of Madness’ hits, including House of
Fun, Baggy Trousers, Driving in my
Car, It Must Be Love and, of
course, Our House.
Performing Arts staff had the
privilege to work with an amazing,
talented, friendly and creative cast,
band and crew. This truly was a
student-led production, with Year 9
students creating the set alongside
Mrs McHale and Mr Bates; Year 9
photography
students
taking
responsibility for our poster and
programme design and a backstage
team of Year 8 students moving all
the set and props in and out of the
action, even our 4-piece car. The
band were students from Year 9 to
Year 13 with some of them playing
in a band for the very first time. Of
course we then had our cast made
up of students from all seven year
groups who did a fabulous job of
depicting this cautionary tale about
making that one right decision.

None of this would have been
possible without the help and
support of so many members of
staff in various departments but a
special mention should go to Mrs
McHale in Art, Mr Bates in
Technology, Ms Rowe and Mrs
Elliott in Business and Applied and
Mrs Ranahan and Mrs Parslow in
Finance. Such talent was displayed
both on and off stage. ‘Oh what fun
we had!’
Mrs R Jeffery
Curriculum Leader, Performing Arts

Page 3

Performing Arts

Over the month of January,
Performing Arts held a series of
lunchtime concerts that were
planned by the students of Year 11
BTEC music. The concepts were

arranged by the students for the
students and included a variety of
performances. Most of the
performers were students but in
one
particularly
memorable

concert we saw Mr Lyons, Mr Tebb,
Mr Monis and Miss Loxley battle it
out in a lunchtime rap contest. A
good time was had by all who
attended.

Year 9 Art trip to Tring Museum
The art department took the Year
9 art students to the Tring
Museum in January. We sketched
and took lots of photographs of
real stuffed animals for the next
project based on 'Animals in Na-

ture.' The study of Natural History
was very popular in Victorian
times with many people visiting
exotic countries and collecting
animals. Charles Darwin was a very
well-known Natural Historian.

Most of the animals in the Museum are real (though no longer
alive). They have been prepared by
taxidermists so people can look at
them up close and study them.
The largest animal in the Museum
is the southern elephant seal and
the smallest is a pair of dressed
fleas! One of the employees at the
museum also gave the students a
short talk about all the different
careers that working at a museum
can offer.
The trip was a good starting point
for this project and the students
enjoyed the chance to explore a
wide and diverse range of species.
Ms J Whitfield
Art, Design and Photography
Teacher
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Year 11 History trip to National Maritime Museum
The Armada Investigation
On 24 February, Year 11 students
went on an investigative trip to
Greenwich. It was in an attempt to
explore the event of the invasion by
the Spanish Armada through the
National Maritime Museum. This
would support us with the later part
of our GCSE history course. We
began with a brief lecture from
expert historians at the site, which
armed us with plenty of contextual
knowledge relating to the era. We
then split into groups for tours of
the museum led by the experts and
saw paintings, documents and
artefacts all relating to the attempted invasion. We saw first-hand the
resources historians use to deduct
the information we see in
PowerPoint form and understand a

topic that we had not yet covered.
We got to see their biscuits, their
shoes, their navigation tools, their
meal plan, their supplies and have
an in-depth look at why the British
won. We also picked up some fun

facts around the building, such as
that the museum was built as an
apology gift for swearing in public.
The day definitely equipped us well
for further GCSE study.
Connor J, Year 11

Personal Development
This term Year 8 students have
been looking at Mental Health.
They have been following a scheme
of work from the PSHE Association
which
includes
tackling
misconceptions
and
attitudes
towards mental health; digital
resilience; identifying unhealthy
coping
strategies
and
understanding healthy ways to
cope with mental health illnesses.
This will empower them to be
better equipped to overcome
mental health issues themselves
and/or support family or friends
who may be suffering.
Year 9 students have started a
scheme of work to gain a more
informed understanding of what
the different types of drugs are; the

impacts of drugs, smoking and alcohol on the body, the mind and
relationships, as well as the laws
surrounding these. This will enable
them to make sensible decisions
and succeed in dealing with peer
pressure. They have looked at reallife
experiences
from
the
government’s Rise Above school
campaign about people who have
succumbed to peer pressure and
the affects this has had on them.
They have also had the
opportunity to study scenarios and
offer their own advice, with the
intention of being able to apply
this to their own life if needed.

useful reminder for us. I know as we
get older, peer pressure can be difficult to manage so it’s important to
remember how dangerous these
substances can be and the impacts
they can have.” Esme M, Year 9

Miss C Bartington
Coordinator for Personal Development

“We have been learning about the
effects of drugs and alcohol on our
bodies, which has been a really
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The RAF visits MFL
The MFL department wishes for all
students to be made aware of the
infinite opportunities and career
paths available to them as a result
of studying foreign languages. In
January, the MFL department was
fortunate enough to welcome two
sergeants from the Royal Air Force,
who kindly visited our Year 8 and
Year 9 students to speak about the
role of languages and their huge
importance within the RAF. The
sergeants kindly shared their
experiences, answered students’
questions about their roles and also
encouraged the students to
participate in some interactive
activities during which the students
learnt phrases in additional
languages and had a go at listening
to and translating some ‘top secret’
intelligence audios!
“We learnt how to say numbers up
to 10 in a different language, which
was pretty hard but the RAF
Sergeant spoke to us about lots of
different jobs within the RAF which
I found really interesting because I

This year for
World Book Day
(5 March) we

didn’t know there were so many
roles within the RAF which
incorporate languages.” Daniel H,
Year 8
“I really enjoyed the RAF coming to
our school because I learnt so
much about how they help our
country and other countries

Year 11 ASDAN
The Year 11 ASDAN course requires
students to complete a range of
challenges. Earlier this term they
were tasked with raising money for
a local charity, The Hearing Dogs for
the Deaf. After some deliberation
the group agreed on a sweet
sale. Assessing the group’s strengths
and weaknesses, students assigned
appropriate
job
roles
and undertook marketing activities
to raise awareness of the
event. They were given a small loan
to purchase stock, liaising with the
school’s finance team. I am very
pleased to say that on the day of
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the event the team set up its stall
and, after repaying its loan, made
£158 profit. Following the event the
group was invited to the charity’s
Headquarters in Saunderton to
present the charity with the cheque
and to be given a tour around the
facilities. We would like to take this
opportunity to say a huge well done
to the six Year 11 boys involved, it’s
something they should be very
proud of.
Mr R Clegg
Curriculum Leader, Applied and
Business

around the world. I also learnt
about what jobs they have there
and how different they all are, like
engineers and paramedics. It was
very fun and I learnt a lot.” Daisy D,
Year 8
Miss H Spargo
Teacher of MFL

Year 7 Public Speaking Competition

Before the end of term, the final of
our public speaking competition
took place. Year 7 students had
been studying the "Art of Rhetoric"
throughout the term. They learnt
about how to use Aristotle's ‘Ethos,
Pathos and Logos' concepts in order
to be persuasive in both their
written work and in their spoken
word; important skills in our world
today. Every student delivered a

speech to their class and then the
top two from each form competed
in the Grand Final. We were so
impressed by the passion, poise and
perceptive ideas that the students
articulated. They showed excellent
oratory skills and the content of
their speeches was interesting and
engaging. The audience of fellow
Year 7 students and their teachers
were very impressed.

The overall winner was Poppy P;
she will receive
bookfor
token on our
This ayear
return to World
school. Book
All students
Day in
the Grand(5 Final
will
have
won
March) we
House points and will receive a
certificate too. Well done!
Mrs K Kalyan
Curriculum Leader, English

Year 7 Day to Work
On Friday 6 March, all Year 7
students took part in an exciting
opportunity to go into different
workplaces and experience what a
day at work looks like for different
people. This is something that The
Misbourne has been involved in for
many years and this year our
brilliant Year 7 students did not
disappoint, with the exciting workplaces that they went to ranging
from TV broadcasting studios to
companies that are global leaders in
healthcare.
Since participating in this day
students have explained how 'much
they learnt when they were at

work’, how they ‘really enjoyed
their Day to Work’ and ‘how
difficult doing a full time job is’ to
name but a few pieces of feedback I
received. We also received fantastic
feedback from businesses that
hosted our students, one company
stating;
‘The student was eloquent,
engaged, asked well thoughtthrough and insightful questions
and held a conversation beautifully,
not something all young adults can
do. She obviously knows her mind
and hopes for the future and this
was wonderful to see and hear
more about.’

I was so proud of how well the Year
7 students represented our school
and cannot wait to award our
students with a certificate for
completing their Day to Work as
well as awarding prizes for the best
completed handbook upon our
return to school. A special thanks
must go to the staff that hosted
some of our students in school,
making sure they were kept busy
ensuring the school displays were
completed, medical boxes were full
and the library was in full working
order.
Mrs C Owen
Head of Year 7
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Celebrating World Book Day
This year for World Book Day
(5 March) we followed the theme of
‘Share a Story’. Form tutors shared
with their tutees either a favourite
story of their own or they read a
short story to the class.

World Book Day poem
by Brian Bilston

Year 7 extended their reading on
Thursday by starting each of their
lessons off with 5 minutes of
reading.

One thing
that I’ve learnt
as I’ve got older

Ms C Weller
Literacy Co-ordinator

is that literature
lights up love
and makes it smoulder
for beauty
is in the eye
of the book holder.

Decorate a Door Challenge
For World Book Day we asked staff
and students to decorate their
office or classroom doors in the
style of a book. Entries included
a decadently beaded tribute to
The Great Gatsby, a feathery
Hedwig perched in Reception and
a sinister security camera looming
in the English corridor on behalf
of 1984's Big Brother.

usually have a good message, such
as being kind, which you can take
away with you. These doors inspire
you in the same way. Our favourites
were the Wonder door with the
silver astronaut and the Secret Garden door with a key and robin
buried in the leaves. They show
that a book is much bigger than just
the writing between two covers.'

Gigi C and Lydia G (Year 7)
explained why celebrating books
in this way is important:
'These doors link us to a creative
dimension. They make you look
more closely at stories we already
know, but might not have had the
chance to read yet. These books

The students were asked to vote for
their favourite doors. In 3rd place
was Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone (Reception), joint 2nd
was awarded to The Outsiders
(Mrs Reeves- English) and The Very
Hungry Caterpillar (Ms LiebenbergEnglish) and Where's Wally?
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(Applied and Business) came 1st.

Miss N White
Librarian

Biology Research at The Misbourne
The science department at The
Misbourne had the pleasure of
being able to give students some
real research experience recently.

We established a collaboration with
the Ilan Davis Lab in the Department of Biochemistry at the University of Oxford. Dr Darragh Ennis,
one of their senior scientists, visited
us at The Misbourne in February.
He gave a talk to our Sixth Form
and Year 11 students about the
research they conduct into how the
nervous system works on a microscopic level. Dr Ennis also talked
about the variety of careers and
backgrounds of the scientists
working together in the Ilan Davis
Lab. They range from geneticists
and biochemists, to bioinformaticians working on machine learning
software and imaging specialists
building microscopes.

The Ilan Davis Lab kindly provided
us with stocks of fruit flies and
materials for our students who then
carried out their own experiments
investigating genetic crosses in
Drosophila melanogaster. These are
the same fruit flies commonly seen
in kitchens in the summertime.
Perhaps surprisingly, fruit flies are
very similar to humans in how they
control the functions inside their
cells. This makes them an excellent
model system to use. They are also
incredibly useful to observe genetic
crosses.

Thanks to the support of the Ilan
Davis Lab, our students had the
fantastic opportunity to get some
real research experience and use
state-of-the-art equipment. We

also had a special training session
with Dr Ennis to get us off to a
good start and were even treated
to the use of a fluorescent microscope to view images of Drosophila
brains.

Dr S Jakoby and Miss R Willmot
Curriculum Leader and Assistant
Curriculum Leader, Science
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Update from the Maths Department
my assistant curriculum leader and
Miss Brammall joined us in January. On top of staffing changes, we
are in the process of rewriting the
curriculum for September 2020 in
order to make sure The Misbourne
students get the best possible
mathematics education and they
are not only supported to build
strong foundations, but challenged
to extend themselves mathematically.

The maths department has been
through an exciting year of change.
I have started as the new
curriculum leader, with Ms Davis as

We are really excited about our
strong results from last summer,
with the second best (nongrammar) results in the county for
GCSE and looking to improve on

these gains again this year. We are
looking at ways in which to engage
students more with maths, with
events like the junior and senior
maths challenges and getting the
students to really think about
problem-solving in our maths week.
I hope that you will all get involved
in engaging with mathematics as we
move ahead and I know that in
general our students are feeling
really
positive
about
the
department this year.
Mr E Hodder Smith
Curriculum Leader, Mathematics

DT Rotary Club Tournament
On Friday 28 February, ten gifted
and talented Design Technology
students in Year 8, represented The
Misbourne by taking part in a DT
Rotary Club tournament which was
hosted by Chiltern Hills Academy.
Although initially apprehensive, as
the day’s task remained a mystery
until we got there, all students
showed tremendous enthusiasm,
confidence and engagement as they
worked together in their teams to
find a solution to the design
challenge they had been given.
The task was to make a small light
bulb intermittently flash twenty
times whilst sitting on top of a
tower-like structure. Whilst this
sounds straightforward enough,
each team was given very limited
resources with which to meet the
success criteria. Combining their
creative thinking with the physical
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resources available, each team was
incredibly successful in finding a
way of creating a functioning
beacon.
Despite some fiercely strong
opposition from other local
schools, The Misbourne teams saw
off the vast majority of the
competition, with all three teams
finishing strongly, and one of our

teams coming second in the
‘intermediate challenge’. As their
Design Technology teacher, I am
immensely proud of how well they
performed, and their impeccable
behaviour made them outstanding
ambassadors for The Misbourne.
We look forward to returning next
year to claim the top spot!
Mr E Clayton
Design Technology Teacher

The PE department has had another
very busy term with lots of different
students taking part in a number of
sports within a variety of year
groups.

PE Department

Football - Year 7 boys have played
well in their league this half term,
winning two games against Chiltern
Hills Academy and Holmer Green.
The boys narrowly lost 4-3 to
Chesham Grammar School with
Chesham scoring the winner in the
last
10
seconds.
Standout
performances for the Year 7 football
team were Olly H and Joe P.
Basketball leagues have also been
played this term, with Years 8, 9 and
10 all playing very well. Year 10
have had some brilliant performances, drawing with DCGS and also
beating three other local schools.
Dylan M, Ted H and Archie A all
played well for the Year 10 team.
As the netball season for the girls
has also drawn to a close there have
been many successes to celebrate.
Year 7s had a great season in their
league with the A team looking really strong and Luella N playing very
well. In the netball end-of-year tournaments, Year 10 made it to the
semi-finals and Year 11 finished 3rd
having only been beaten by Beaconsfield High School and Dr Challoner’s High School. Ava M and
Georgina G were fantastic all season
for the Year 11s.
Lastly, it has been superb to get our
partnership with Chiltern Cheetahs
up and running this term. So far we
have had five different classes
taking place with over 125 students
participating across all groups. The
progress that has been made is
great to see and we hope to
continue and strengthen this

relationship throughout the years.
Please look out for new and
exciting opportunities soon to be
released.
Please follow our twitter page
@TheMisbournePE to see what we
are doing each week and also see
pictures of students in action!
Mr J Baxter
Curriculum Leader, PE
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Spring Term Success Stories
We are pleased to celebrate the
success of our students with the
strongest attitude to learning (ATL)
scores in their year group in our
second reporting period.
These students have demonstrated
fantastic determination to succeed
over the past few months,
recognising
that
achievement
comes
from
a
sustained
commitment to excellence every
single day.
We’ve included the highest achiev-

Young
Enterprise
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ing male and female in every year
group and where more than two
names are listed this reflects a tie.
Special congratulations go to those
students indicated in bold who all
achieved an average ATL score of
1.00 meaning that their teachers
recognised
their
outstanding
attitude to learning in every subject
they study.
Well done to all!
Mr M Worth
Assistant Headteacher

Congratulations to our Young
Enterprise team who won the Best
Company at the Chesham market
in February. They are selling a
selection of eco-friendly Bamboo
straws, straw cleaners and bags.
If you would be interested in
supporting the team by making a

Year 7
Year 12
Melina E Mia B
Munir S
Lily C
Year 8
Poppy D
Alice F
Dhara P
Jasmine V Carla G
Raul R
Jennifer M
Roman S
Darcie P
Year 9
Amelia P
Murray H Lottie S
Maisy H
Niamh W
Elizabeth M Thomas C
Josie T
Ted D
Emily N
Alex G
Year 10
Leo H
Amelie B Robert H
Jay O
Charlie M
Year 11
Joe R
Connor J Frazer S
Lewis W
Harry T
Ella B
James W
Amy H

Year 13
John A
Alex D
Holly F
Danni G
Alex H
Daniel K
Oscar M

purchase,
please
email
hhill@themisbourne.co.uk. Good
luck to the team in the next round
of the competition.
Mrs H Hill
Careers Lead

Senior Student Report
My last week of school at The
Misbourne was a very strange
experience. On Monday my biggest
concern was making sure that I was
working hard on getting all of my
revision materials ready for my
exams and being prepared in time
for
my
Music
controlled
assessment. However, by Friday my
biggest concern was making sure
that I would be able to keep in
contact with my friends and thanking my teachers for all the support
they have given me over the past 7
years at the Misbourne as my time
at the school was cut short due to
the shutdown as a result of the
Coronavirus. I never thought that I
would be leaving school in March,
especially after having not finished
all of my courses and sat my final Alevels but that is the situation that I
have been given.
After hearing that the school would
be closing on the Friday and that no
exams would be sat in May / June I
had very conflicting emotions. I was
relieved in the sense that the stress
of exams would no longer be a
burden that I had to carry however,
after that feeling wore off, I became
concerned about other things, like
what will happen to our prom and
our leavers’ assembly and, most
importantly, the thought of not seeing my teachers or my friends for a
long time. Over the last two days of
the week I was working on completing my music-controlled assessment which I was meant to have a

lot longer to complete. This wasn’t
ideal as I hadn’t really wanted to
spend the last two days of my
school career in what was
essentially an exam. However, our
teachers made sure that we would
be able to fit in as much of the
leavers’ activities as possible in the
last two days.
On the Thursday lunchtime the
teachers had put together a lastminute leavers’ assembly with
some fun awards as well as a
leavers’ video and a touching
message from our Head of Sixth
Form, Mr Dwight. On the Friday,
my music class decided to put on a
little concert at lunchtime as we
had been working on a set list for
our controlled assessment and so
decided to play it for the year
group. This was a lot of fun as we
were able to get people singing
along and dancing to the songs and

it was really nice to show everyone
what we had been working on. Then
at the end of the day we were asked
to come out to the playground
where we were surprised by a group
of Year 7s holding up a sign saying
goodbye to the Year 11s and 13s.
Overall the last week at school was
very eventful with many ups and
downs but in the end, despite this
not being how I expected to end my
time at school, it was made even
more special by the teachers and
students putting in a lot of effort to
make the last days of school enjoyable. The next couple of weeks and
months are going to be very strange
but for me personally I have decided
to take some online courses and
spend the time learning some new
skills to make sure that I don’t
waste the free time I have now
gained. I hope that everything
resolves soon and that we can get
back to life as normal but, until
then, I’d advise that everyone tries
to stay as productive and positive as
they can.
John
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National Cyclo-Cross Championships
Year 9 Misbourne student Lucy took
part in the National Cyclo-Cross
Championships in Shrewsbury during the weekend of 13-17 January.
Lucy finished 14th out of about 42
starters in the U14 Girls category.
Conditions were tough, and the
course involved almost as much
running as it did riding. Lucy had a
small crash early on in the race
which damaged her bike and she
lost time fixing it. Without this, she
looked on course for a top ten
finish.
Nevertheless, she rode

strongly and fought her way back
through the pack to gain her eventual finishing position. She ends
the season with an overall National
Ranking of 14th in the discipline.
Now Lucy will switch disciplines to
cross-country (Olympic 'MTB XCO'
discipline) mountain-bike racing
where she is aiming for a top three
place in all her National level races,
with a shot at being National U14
Champion at the end of the season
in July.

Two Gold Judo Medals
We are so proud of Macey, Year 8,
who has just won two Gold medals
in Judo representing The Misbourne!
In
late
January,
Macey fought at the Northern
Home Counties Orange belt and
under competition where she
picked up her first gold medal of
2020. Macey then travelled to

National Film and
Television School
Workshop
Our Year 12 Media students entered
a County competition where they
had to create a film ‘selling’ The
Misbourne to prospective students
and families. One of our teams won
the opportunity to attend a behindthe- scenes workshop at the NFTS.
Well done!
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Worthing, to the Sussex Split Grade
Open, where she won her second
gold medal.
Macey showed real mastery in both
competitions, even beating girls in
higher grades.
Well done Macey!

Speakers 4 Schools—Orna NiChionna
Speakers 4 Schools is an impressive
charity, led by the ITV journalist
Robert Peston, that works to
provide state schools with opportunities for talks from amazing speakers who work at a national or global
level.
In February, courtesy of this
programme, the Sixth Form was
visited by Orna NiChionna, deputy
chair of the National Trust.
Orna was slightly late for her talk,
explaining on arrival to the students
that she had become engrossed in
conversation with another passenger on the train from London, and
had overshot Great Missenden ending up in Wendover and having to
return on the next train. Her very
personable style and ease in
conversing with the students about
issues however big or small immediately put this anecdote into context
as one of her positive qualities.
A central theme to Orna’s talk was
to challenge the students to think
about the ways in which the job
market will change in the future.
She talked about the jobs that have
already largely disappeared from
Britain, and the ones that are coming in, and the markets that will likely rise in the future. She encouraged
students to position themselves to
take advantage of these changes.
Leading the National Trust, Orna
clearly had a strong passion for the
environment and protecting the
country’s heritage. This was connected to the way in which the environment is rapidly changing all
around us – she used the example
of the depletion of the insect popu-

lation, evidenced in scientific
research but also in everyday life,
such as the disappearance of bugs
hitting car windscreens compared
to decades gone by.
Orna had a direct message to the
students about feminism. Building
on her own achievement in being
the first female Partner in a London
law office, she explained how she
felt there was still so much work to
be done to bring full equality for
women and men into all workplaces. She challenged all the female
students in the room to strive for
this, and she challenged all the
male students in the room to be
always mindful of this
too. It was a fascinating
and stimulating talk.

Paired
Reading
Since January, Year 12 students
have been supporting students in
Year 7 with their reading. Every
week it is fantastic to see
the leadership of the Year 12s and
hard work from the Year 7s.

Ms C Weller
Literacy Coordinator

Mr D Dwight
Head of Sixth Form
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Year 11 Careers Day
We were proud of all the students
that participated in the Year 11
Careers Day in January.
The
students were off timetable for the
day and looked professional in their
business dress. They were involved
in a carousel of activities to help
them prepare for the next steps in
their careers:

Softcat STEM Experience



Mock interviews – each
student had an interview
with a volunteer from the
business community



Interview preparation/
evaluation workshop



Teambuilding and leadership
skills run by the Army



Apprenticeship workshop



University workshop run by
Oxford Brookes



Sixth form workshop run by
Mr Dwight and a number of
the current Sixth Form

We would like to thank the 40
volunteers that helped make the
event a success.
Mrs H Hill
Careers Leader
On 17 and 18 January, Year 8
students were off timetable for one
lesson to participate in a STEM
workshop run and funded by
SoftCat. Students learnt how the IT
industry gains an understanding of
what their customers’ needs and
wants are and how they deliver
them. The winning team from each
form group won a fantastic goodie
box. Hopefully it inspired some of
our students to consider a career in
the IT industry.
Mrs H Hill
Careers Leader
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Careers Education
John Yarham, Interim Chief Executive of The Careers & Enterprise
Company, said:
“It’s never been more important to prepare young people for the fastchanging world of work. With the clarity that the Gatsby Benchmarks
provide and thanks to the hard work of leading schools like The Misbourne,
careers education in England has changed dramatically over the last few
years. We’re now at the stage where we’re exporting our world-class
system to neighbours in Europe and beyond."

Jo Meloni, Headteacher, The Misbourne, said:
“At the heart of everything that we do are the young people who come
through our gates every morning. Our aim is for them to leave us as worldclass students who believe that anything is possible and that they have the
tools to achieve their goals.”

Martin-Baker
Assembly
To launch apprenticeship week in
February, Martin-Baker came in to
talk to our Sixth Form about their
fascinating industry designing,
developing and manufacturing
ejector seats. They brought along a
couple of their apprentices to
explain what their training involves
and the options they have ahead of
them.
Mrs H Hill
Careers Leader

Big Bucks Sales Challenge
Year 12 Business and Economics
students took part in the first
round of the Big Bucks Sales Challenge – a Buckinghamshire schools
competition run by the Bucks Skills
Hub. Our Enterprise Advisor, Jo
Perrin, explained a bit about her
role as Communications Director at
Verizon and then set the challenge
for the students to develop a
presentation to ‘sell’ the school to
prospective students and families.
The students prepared some
fantastic presentations, using the
advice that Jo had provided. We
were so impressed by the professionalism of the students’ PowerPoint slides, content and delivery.
Good luck to the winning teams in
the next round.
Mrs H Hill
Careers Leader

LinkedIn Request
If you studied at The Misbourne and haven't already done so, it would be great if you would click on the Alumni
link https://www.linkedin.com/school/the-misbourne-bucks/ so that current students can be inspired by our past
students. It also gives you the chance to catch up with old classmates.
You need to make sure that your profile states that you studied at THE MISBOURNE (select, rather than type). This
will then show the alumni button on the Misbourne page.
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Careers Week 2-6 March
Careers Fair
Thank you to all the students,
families and exhibitors that attended The Annual Misbourne Careers
& Further Education Fair on 5
March. There were around 70
stands covering a variety of industries, further education, higher education and apprenticeships. We
also ran three Apprenticeship talks
providing up-to-date information
for school leavers and their parents.
Each day students took part in a
careers activity in form time and
listened to an assembly specially
filmed for us by the WOW show
(https://www.thewowshow.org/nati
onal-careers-week/). We discussed
the fact that a lot of students won’t
know what careers they want to
embark upon at this stage and how
important it is to investigate numerous career fields, as you won’t
know that you want to be a Superintendent Proton Radiographer until
you know what they do!

Careers Guidance
and Advice
Students and parents can access
advice from a number of sources
below; if students need help accessing specific advice they should
contact their form tutor in the first
instance.
 The National Careers Service pro-

vides phone / email / text
careers advice which is funded
by
the
government
https://nationalcareersservice.dir
ect.gov.uk/contact-us/home
2. Year 11 and 13 students will be
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offered an appointment with an
independent Adviza Careers
Advisor.
We encourage all
students to have completed the
START software that we
subscribe to in advance so that
the session can be more
focussed and productive.

3. The
Misbourne
website
https://www.themisbourne.co.uk
/934/careers-education provides
plenty of careers advice and
guidance and signposts many
useful resources.
Mrs H Hill
Careers Leader

World Challenge Fundraising Events
The World Challenge students, who
planned an expedition of a lifetime
to Madagascar this summer, decided to do a fundraising activity to
help boost their funds for the trip.
The group of 15 students in Year 11
and 12 organised, promoted and
planned a Valentine’s-themed staff
karaoke (held in the drama performance studio) and cake sale on the

last day of term, raising around
£68. Staff involved included Mr
McGregor, Miss Perry, Mr Ingram,
Miss Brown, Miss Willmot and
Miss Lemonius. A good time was
had by all staff and students who
came to watch!
Miss J Perry
World Challenge Coordinator

Student Leadership Accreditation
Students from mainly Years 7 and
12 were given the opportunity to
complete the nationally recognised Student Leadership Accreditation run by the awarding body The
Schools, Student and Teacher Network. There are 10 strands for
which students have to provide
evidence to gain the award at either
bronze, silver or gold level. Students
must demonstrate commitment,
organisation and planning, communication, being accountable, being a
role model, using skills to help and
develop others, understanding the
community, teamwork, presentation and reflection.

Many students put forward their
portfolios demonstrating a number
of skills ranging from baking to
sports. These portfolios were then
moderated and sent off for external marking which resulted in; 18
bronze awards, 8 silver awards and
1 gold award - really demonstrating
a fostering of student leadership
from the school. Students who
achieved this year round will have
the opportunity to progress to the
next level next year and students
from all year groups will have the
opportunity to gain the award next
year. Congratulations to all!

Year 9 Update

House' - it was absolutely wonderful and the students were a real
credit to themselves. It has also
been lovely to see so many Year 9
students sign up to the Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze award and take
great steps to accomplish this.

Once again, students have been fantastic in Year 9 and it has been a
pleasure to be their Head of Year. It
has been lovely to see students so
engaged and interested in their
GCSE subjects since starting in
September. I am getting great feedback from teachers and while walking around lessons.

Particular highlights have been
watching all the Year 9 students
involved with the school play 'Our

Miss J Perry
Student Leadership Coordinator

Hopefully students will continue to
thrive and enjoy their time at The
Misbourne and I have no doubt
that students will leave with
fantastic grades.
Mr J Baxter
Head of Year 9

At the end of the Autumn term we
held a very successful ‘Sweet Treat
Sale’ helped by some fabulous Sixth
Form students. Louis (Year 13) said,
“ People rushed to get their sweet
treats”.
The sale was a great success, students were very excited to buy not
only the sweets but also the cakes
and cookies which were very kindly
donated by Co-Op of Great Missenden – a big thanks to Neil and his
team.
Refreshments were served at the
wonderfully festive Christmas
concert and we also spent three
evenings supporting the amazingly
talented performing arts department with its production of Our
House, all raising much-needed
funds for the school.
We work hard as a committee to
raise vital funds for all departments
in the school. Each term we receive
requests from the teachers and we
try to fulfil as many as possible. We
would always welcome any help or
support and invite all parents to our
meetings held on the first Wednesday of each calendar month at
7.30pm in the school library – it
would be great to see some new
faces.
Karen Davis
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Safeguarding Update
Happy Easter from everyone in the
Safeguarding Team. Supporting our
students each day continues to be
of utmost importance at The
Misbourne and over the Spring
Term we have had the opportunity
to speak with students in assemblies about important issues such
as safe use of social media, keeping
safe online, identity fraud and antibullying. Students have also had
the opportunity to learn more
about issues such as mental health
and how to look after themselves
and others through their Personal
Development lessons and through
conversations with their tutors in
form time.
In the current unprecedented times
students have rightly been con-

cerned with how to keep themselves, family and friends safe and
we have all worked together in our
community to share Public Health
England’s advice on hygiene and
cleanliness and how this is one of
the best ways to ensure that we
minimise the spread of Covid-19. I
would like to remind students that
now more than ever it is important
to follow the guidelines on social
distancing and self-isolation and
only leave the home setting if
absolutely necessary.

support
to
young
people
(https://www.kooth.com/).

If students feel they need someone
to talk to outside their family about
their mental health in these trying
times then a good website/app to
access is KOOTH, which gives free,
safe and anonymous online

Stay safe and have a happy Easter.

Childline also provides information
for students about Coronavirus and
access to people they can call
https://www.childline.org.uk/infoadvice/your-feelings/anxiety-stresspanic/worries-about-theworld/coronavirus/

Additionally you can contact the
Safeguarding Team directly at
safeguarding@themisbourne.co.uk.

Mr T Griffiths
Assistant Headteacher, DSL

Community News
This term has seen a huge amount
of positive community work across
the school from all year groups, just
some of which is highlighted here.
Year 7s have been very busy taking
part in a large number of activities,
such as their public speaking competition in English where we have
unearthed some fantastic orators!
Students also enjoyed a fantastic
experience on their day to work,
where we had excellent feedback
from both students and employers.
This was a great day for students
who got to have first-hand experience of the workplace.
I am very pleased to say that one of
our Year 8 students has been selected to be a Buckinghamshire Youth
Council Student Ambassador and
has taken part in a number of initiatives such as litter picking both in
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and outside of school, helping to
ensure our local and wider community stays litter free.
A highlight for our Year 11 students
has been some of the fantastic
charity work carried out, an example is from the Personal Effectiveness group who raised over £150
for Hearing Dogs for Deaf People.
Students were able to personally
deliver the cheque and see a live
demonstration of the dogs in
training.
Over 80% of students in Year 12
have taken part in paired reading
with Year 7 students, supporting
them with reading in form time
throughout the term. This has been
very well received by both our Year
7 and Year 12 students who have
thoroughly enjoyed the programme
so far.

Across the whole school many of us
were very lucky to support and see
the school production of Our House.
It was fantastic to see students from
across the school working together
with staff to bring another fantastic
production to life. We are already
looking forward to next year’s
performance!
Careers evening was again a big
draw for students and families with
a large and varied range of
employers and further education
providers present.
Students have continued to perform
strongly across a range of sporting
activities both inside and outside
school.

Mr T Griffiths
Assistant Headteacher

Year 11 Enterprise and Marketing Pitch
As part of the students’ coursework
they needed to prepare and deliver
a pitch to external business representatives. All the students rose to
the daunting challenge and faced
their fears to present a confident
pitch to the ‘Dragons’. We were
ever so proud of them. Many
thanks to the business volunteers
that stepped in to listen and give
feedback to the students over the
two days.
Mrs H Hill
Business and Economics Teacher

WOW Show NHS Assembly
Year 8 were treated to a film and
presentation from the WOW show

about the Healthcare service and
the range of careers that are available. Five members of the NHS,
ranging from occupational health
workers to radiographers, joined a
panel
to
answer
students’
questions and explain what their
roles involved and the career paths
they took.

Mrs H Hill
Careers Leader

Creative Industries Federation
Our Year 13 business students have
been studying for an A Level examination based on the Entertainment
industry in the summer. We were
so fortunate to have Sarah Gregory
from the Creative Industries
Federation dial in to help the students with their research and preparation for their exam.
Mrs H Hill
Business and Economics Teacher

www.themisbourne.co.uk

admin@themisbourne.co.uk

@TheMisbourne
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