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Misbourne News

As my second term draws to a close,
I felt it was a good time to reflect
on what has been achieved so far
this year. There is rarely a day goes
by when something extraordinary
isn’t happening at our Academy.
From Battle of the Bands, to school
productions; from charity cake sales
to volunteer litter picks and from
geography trips to the beautiful
Dorset coastline, to science trips
to Tring, our students really do
embrace all that we offer through
our wider curriculum and links to
real life learning.
Behind the scenes we have been
working hard on our Sports Centre
plans and I am pleased to announce
that there will be a drop-in public
consultation event Wednesday 24
April at the school from 3.30 pm to
7.30 pm. Click here for more details.
We would love you to come along,
hear from the design team, and
explore our plans which include a
new coach drop-off area, as well
as a larger sportshall and specialist
performance studio.
We have continued our
development of ICT at the Academy
and are soon to release email
addresses to all students which
will give them free access to the
Microsoft Office 365 suite of apps
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both at school and at home. We are
also continuing the refurbishment
of computers in our ICT suites and
upgrading staff hardware right
across the school. This means
that we can now build on plans
to develop students use of new
technologies and cloud-based
learning enabling them to work
collaboratively and freely between
home and school.
As the previous 5 Year Vision and
School Improvement Plan comes to
an end, we have begun the exciting
and important work of developing a
new Vision and plan for the future
of the Academy. Our Vision will have
at the heart of it our ambition for
students to leave us with the skills,
knowledge and self-belief that they
can achieve more than they ever
thought possible before they joined
us. We will explore the key skills
and qualities that will help them to
achieve and importantly, the values
which believe will make them kind,
happy and successful global citizens.
I would like to invite any interested
families to an evening workshop to
explore our draft vision and have an
opportunity to develop it alongside
some of our staff and students.
Places are limited and must be
pre-booked through contacting

reception on admin@themisbourne.
co.uk. The event will take place on
Monday 13 May, from 6.00-7.00 pm
in the main school hall.
Finally, one of the absolute
highlights of my week is getting to
celebrate in the achievements of
our students. Whether it be my
HotChocFriday events, sharing a hot
drink with students who have been
nominated by staff for their hard
work and personal achievements;
attending celebration assemblies
or simply walking the school during
lessons, popping in to classes and
seeing students rise to the many
challenges set by our teachers.
I will leave you with one final
thought which is particularly
pertinent for our Year 11 and Year
13 students who will be digging
deeper into their reserves this
Easter break in preparation for their
summer exams.
“All our dreams can come true, if we
have the courage to pursue them”
Walt Disney.
I’d like to wish you all a happy and
peaceful Easter break.
Jo Meloni
Headteacher
Twitter @MisbourneHead

Minister for Schools, Lord Agnew, Visits The Misbourne

It isn’t every day that Misbourne
students get to have a question and
answer session with a Lord, but
that’s exactly what happened when
Schools Minister Lord Agnew visited
The Misbourne on Monday 4 March
during National Careers Week.
Lord Agnew came to see first-hand
what excellent careers education
really looks like. Misbourne’s
Careers Leader, Helen Hill and our
Headteacher Jo Meloni explained
how they have achieved seven
(nearly eight) of the Gatsby
Benchmarks – and Misbourne
students put Lord Agnew under the
spotlight with intelligent, confident
questions, discussing topics around
careers and education and even
managing to squeeze in a Brexit
vote. (Future careers in politics
perhaps?)
Lord Agnew also took part in a
round table discussion with Bucks
Skills Hub’s Under 19 Skills Manager
Jackie Campbell and Careers Hub
Lead Marina Jackson, Claudia Harris,
CEO of The Careers & Enterprise
Company, Misbourne student John
Akhurst, Careers Lead, Helen Hill
and Headteacher Jo Meloni.
Headteacher Jo Melon commented,
“we believe passionately in
preparing all young people with the
skills and attributes to go on from
The Misbourne and lead happy and
successful lives. Careers education,
in all its guises is so central to this
which is why we put it at the heart
of our curriculum. As Lead school
for the Buckinghamshire Thames
Valley Careers Hub we take our
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role seriously in working with other
schools and the Local Enterprise
Partnership to develop sustainable
careers programmes and were
pleased to be able to share this work
with the Minister today.”
“The best part of today for me
was seeing the interaction of
Lord Agnew and Claudia Harris
with our students. Having fired
off questions relating to school
systems, qualifications and careers
the students were then articulate
in their responses back to the
Minister’s own questions.

“I was immensely proud of the
students and for all of the work
undertaken by our Careers Lead
Helen Hill, whose passion for
the role ensures students at The
Misbourne are given such great
careers opportunities.
“It was a great morning with some
really positive discussion. Lord
Agnew communicated really well
with the students and I know it is a
visit they will remember being part
of for a very long time to come.”

Careers and
Higher Education
Fair 2019

Eighty nine exhibitiors from
local, national and international
businesses, training providers,
universities and further education
providers came to exhibit and share
their knowledge with students and
their families at The Misbourne
Careers & Higher Education Fair held
at the end of January.
It was great to see so many students
and their families interacting with
the businesses.
We were especially pleased to be
joined by several former Misbourne
students who came back to share
their experience with our current
students.
Many thanks to all of the exhibitors
who gave their time up to support
our students’ careers education.
Mrs H Hill
Careers Lead

NFTS Film-Making Workshop

The Misbourne team that was a
runner up in NFTS Commercial
Challenge, attended a prize-winners’
workshop at the NFTS, Beaconsfield
on 2 January 2019. The students
won the rare opportunity to
experience the cutting edge facilities
at the NFTS and try their hands at
professional film production in the
4k Digital Content Studio.
The workshop began with the

chance to see the winning
commercials on the big screen in
the on-site cinema. Then a tour
of the studios was followed by
a session led by award-winning
television director and NFTS
Head of Television, David G Croft,
director of some of the bestknown entertainment and music
programmes of the last 25 years
including Live Aid, Top of the Pops,

Crystal Maze and Shooting Stars.
The aim of the NFTS Commercial
Challenge was for students to
create and produce a video
commercial promoting their school
to prospective students and parents
– ideal for Business Studies, English
and Media students, or indeed
anyone interested in working in the
global economy.
Jackie Campbell, Skills Development
Lead for BTVLEP, explained: “The
Challenge helps students to develop
skills including project management,
research, creativity, communication,
and practical video production skills
as well as the ability to devise and
communicate a persuasive messages
to identified audiences. It’s a great
insight into the wide variety of
roles within the creative industry,
which is a big growth sector for
Buckinghamshire.”
Miss McCarthy
Applied & Business Teacher
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Misbourne
Young Enterprise
at the Chiltern
Showcase
The Misbourne Young Enterprise
team, Pasithea, was very successful
at the Chiltern Young Enterprise
Showcase event on Sunday 24
March. They were awarded two
prizes: one for the best customer
service and the other for the best
presentation.
Showcase is the competition for
Chiltern area Young Enterprise
companies. Twelve companies
participated from schools in the
area. Pasithea designed and
manufactured bath trays, candle
holders and coasters as their main
products. The coasters were made
from recycled Christmas tree trunks.
Young Enterprise is a national
charitable organisation that helps
youngsters to gain knowledge of
business and in doing so develop
a wide range of life skills and build
their confidence. The Misbourne
team is supported by two business
volunteers Martyn Green and David
Harris and led by Mrs H Hill. The
Misbourne team members are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alex Dashwood – Managing
Director
Danni Gibson – Financial
Director
Jamie Brewer – Sales Director
John Akhurst – Digital /
Technology Director
Dillon Evans – HR Director
Amy Burgess – Secretary
Holly Stacy – Operation Director
Alesha Stables - Thorne –
Marketing Director

Headteacher, Ms Meloni
commented “Such brilliant
achievements for this fantastic,
entrepreneurial, creative, business
savvy group of Sixth Formers. We
are immensely proud of you.”
David Harris
YE Volunteer
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Motivational talk with The
Misbourne Sixth Form

On 27 March, David Dein MBE,
former chairman of Arsenal and the
FA visited The Misbourne thanks
to the incredible Speakers4Schools
programme.
His motivational talk on his career in
football and how hard work and risk

Learning about
The Law

taking bring results was rated our
'best ever guest speaker'. He loved
hearing from Year 13 Dom who has
written an extended project on football ticket prices and Kitty who plays
left wing for Spurs Ladies Team.
Mr Dwight
Head of Sixth Form

Magistrate Caroline Shorten Conn

Before the half term holiday,
the Philosophy department was
visited by Magistrate Caroline
Shorten Conn, who spoke to
our Year 9 Philosophy & Ethics
students. The visit was part of the
Speakers4Schools Programme.

Learning from the Industry Experts

On Wednesday 13 March, Coop
Travel came in to speak to our Year
13 Business group to help them
prepare for their final exam which
will be based upon the Travel &
Tourism industry. Students need to
be aware of the trends within the
industry and the main influencing
factors. Although the students have
completed a lot of on-line research,

there is no better way than hearing
about it directly from someone who
has direct experience working within
the industry.
Thank you to Suzanne West for
presenting and Sarah Russell for
organising.
Mrs H Hill
Careers Lead

Billy Dracott 9STO wrote the
following review:
“The presentation gave me a
clearer understanding of what the
procedures are if you break the law.
I found it interesting how there are
two separate courts (Magistrates
Court and the Crown Court) each for
a different severity of crime. It was
also good to see the the layout of
the courts to understand better.
I was also surprised that Magistrates
are not paid, but instead work
voluntarily, which gave me even
more respect for them.
Overall, I enjoyed the talk and now
have a deeper understanding on
how the courts of our country work.”
Mr J Monis
Teacher of Philosophy
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Sales Apprentice Challenge Success
The full team was made up of: John
Akhurst, Oliver McClarnon, Dylan
Evans, Jamie Brewer, Danni Gibson
and Lauren Cato.
Thank you to Jo Perrin, Verizon and
The Bucks Skills Hub for facilitating
the event.
Miss J McCarthy
Applied & Business Teacher

Day to Work
Misbourne Year 12 Business and
Economics students achieved
another resounding success
when they took part in the Sales
Apprentice Challenge held at
Pinewood Studios on Wednesday
27 March. The event was an interschool challenge focusing on selling
an apprenticeship to young people.
Each school - seven in total - had
been paired with a business in Bucks
that employs several apprentices
each year and the idea was to sell
the role to young people.
The Misbourne was partnered
with Verizon, which employs over
150,000 people worldwide but
hardly anyone knows of. It is an
American company with large offices
in the UK and its main business is
linked to wireless communications.
The Misbourne team spent a day
at the Verizon offices in Reading
enjoying a typical working day and
witnessing first hand some of the
core features of the business. This
enabled them to understand the
needs of the business and shape
their presentation to appeal to a
young apprentice. The team has
spent several sessions with Jo Perrin
whose role at Verizon is to work with
the community. Jo was delighted
with the team’s performance and
felt they had portrayed Verizon
positively and professionally.
Before the presentations we
enjoyed listening to an inspirational
speaker - Paul Owen – who shared
with us that at 32 he had no idea
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what he wanted to do in life, he
was living in a friends spare room
and was broke. Then he began a
new role in sales and within three
years he was earning over £100,000
– he had found his secret skills and
he was excellent at it. Paul now
enjoys working with young people
to enable them to achieve their
potential through developing hidden
talents like selling and presenting.
The Misbourne was last team to
present at the competition and
whilst this may initially have been
seen as a positive, it actually
increased the pressure as the
team saw an array of presentation
styles and content before they
got to perform their rehearsed
presentation. However, our
team did not let us down and
gave an engaging and stimulating
presentation which would make
young people want to apply to work
at Verizon.
The Misbourne was awarded second
place overall, narrowly missing out
to Highcrest School. The students
performed brilliantly and were
complimented on their content and
high level of teamwork.
One of our students, John Akhurst,
was awarded a prize for the best
individual presenter and will be
participating in a live pod broadcast
session with Paul Owen discussing
the links with careers and selling a key skill we all need to develop
successfully.

Year 7 students were introduced
to the world of work on Friday 29
March, when they accompanied a
trusted adult to their work place for
the day to observe and take part in
working practices. It was a valuable
personal development opportunity
and an excellent way to introduce
them to their careers education. The
day also helps students to recognise
the value of the skills they learn in
the classroom.
The students completed a handbook
recording what they had learnt
and assessing how it could have an
impact on their future education
and career aspiration.
The day aimed to boost students’
confidence, practical and social
skills. From the positive feedback
received so far, we can certainly say
this was achieved.
Well done to all the Year 7 students
who completed a very successful
day.
Mrs Hillier
Communication Services Officer

Josie from Year 7 on her Day to Work

Science Gets
Creative
Periodic Table
Cupcakes

Some of our Year 8 students were
set optional science homework
over the spring half-term. They
were asked to re-create the periodic
table, but in cupcake form. As it
was optional, I wasn’t expecting
many cupcakes. To my surprise,
around 100 cupcakes were brought
in, enough to make a mini periodic
table.

Periodic Cup Cakes by Year 8

The students involved from 8A1
were: Lucy Allsop, Annabelle Bangs,
Phoebe Burt, Harvey Culbert, Haydn
Ellis, Hannah Faulkner, Anopaishe
Fundira, Hollie Grubb, Maisy Hare,
Eva Herrera, Molly Humphrey,
Murray Hutchinson, Luke Mardle,
Libby Michael-Phillips, Sean Murphy,
Ayaan Naseer, Oskar Olowiany,
Jack Payne, Aaron Randall, George
Stafford, Fraser Stanley, Camille
Thornton Izzard, Josie Tyrrell, Archie
Vincent, Ana Wainwright, Jacob
Walker, Matilda Walker, Leo Wilson.
Mr Khalid
Science Teacher

Earth Models, Cells
and Hearts

Hearts by Year 9

Earth Models by Year 8

Meanwhile, other groups of science
students created models in a wide
range of mediums. Year 7 worked
to create cells, Year 8 the Earth
and Year 9 heart models. All the
students used their imaginations

and science knowledge to create
their models in the form of cakes,
lego and plasticine models to
mention just a few.
Miss Willmot
Science Teacher

Cells by Year 7
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Being Bookish

everywhere in chains' opened my
eyes as a first year undergraduate
and is just as relevant to us today as
it was in the 18th Century.

Battle of
The Bands

How do you choose the
books you read?

An interview with Mr Worth, Head
of Year 9.

Which book has made the
biggest impression on you
and why?
Jean-Jacques Rousseau's 'The Social
Contract'. I started university with
an interest in politics that was
informed by current affairs but
lacking in any real understanding of
political philosophy and the ideas
that shape the world we live in.
Rousseau's famous proclamation
that we are 'born free...but

I have to admit to being biased
towards non-fiction. I'm particularly
interested in books and articles that
help us to better understand the
world we live in and so my starting
point is often sociology, politics and
economics texts, but I do also have
a soft spot for travel writing. In the
age of social media it's so easy to
sit in an echo-chamber and only
hear the views of people that agree
with us so I try to make sure I read
across the political and ideological
spectrum to challenge myself and
my students with new and varied
ideas.

Where do you like to read?
In my living room in a traditional
wing back chair that feels like it was
made for the occasion. Students
are often appalled to hear that I
don't have a TV but it makes for a
blissfully calm environment with few
distractions - something that can be
hard to come by in 2019.

Nomination for the next
interview:
Mr Worth nominates Miss Spargo,
MFL Teacher, for our next interview.

Misbourne Litter Pickers
Twenty-nine Year 7 students and
our Head Girl went out into Great
Missenden litter picking on Thursday
28 March. They collected nine
bags of rubbish from the roads
and railway sidings adjacent to the
school. The students really enjoyed
themselves and were completely
shocked at the amount of rubbish
they collected in such a small
area, not to mention the variety of
rubbish they saw. It will make for
good discussion in lesson as we are
looking at environmental issues in
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philosophy. Forty Year 8 students
continued the litter collection on
Friday 29 March.
I am really pleased that we could
get involved with this and, I believe
this is the first time we have
supported the Great Missenden
Litter Pick which is part of The Great
British Spring Clean. Hopefully it is
something that we can do more of
in the future.
Miss J Perry
Assistant Curriculum Leader of
Humanities - Head of Social Science

Misbourne students competed in
three different acts in the BLMT’s
Battle of the Bands which was held
at Wycombe Town Hall on Saturday
30 March.
Our Year 12 RSL music students,
Louis Graham, John Akhurst, Mia
Mortimer, Molly Facey and Michael
Morgan formed a band called South
Pacific Sunset.
Meanwhile, John Akhurst was also
playing in another band, Muddy
Duck, who won the competition and
Tom Mahoney, was part of a band
called Halvar which came third.
The South Pacific Sunset band said
“it was so much fun performing at
the Battle of the Bands Final, what
a great experience and night we will
never forget. A big thank you to
everyone who came to support us.
Well done to all the students who
took part.
Mr Ingram
Music Teacher

The Addams
Family
From 12 - 14 February, Misbourne
students invited us to spend the
evening with The Addams Family.
This original musical about love,
family, honesty and growing up,
was written by Marshall Brickman
and Rick Elice, with music and lyrics
by Andrew Lippa. The Addams’
ancestors were awoken from the
crypt to help Wednesday Addams
when she invited her new boyfriend
and his “normal” family to dinner.
Performing Arts staff had the
absolute privilege of working with
an amazing, talented, friendly and
creative cast, band and crew.
This truly was a student led
production with Year 12 Travel and
Tourism students running the box
office and marketing. Year 8 and
Sixth Form students creating the set
alongside Mrs McHale. A back stage
team of Year 7 to Year 9 students
moving all the set and props in and
out of the action. The band was
made up of students from Year 8 to
Year 13 with some of them playing
in a band for the very first time.
The cast was made up of students
from all seven year groups who
were able to depict this ghoulish
American family with a taste for all
things macabre.
None of this would have been
possible without the help and
support of so many members of
staff in various departments but a
special mention should go to Mrs
McHale in Art, Ms Rowe in Business
and Applied and Mrs Ranahan and
Mrs Parslow in Finance.
Such talent was displayed both on
and off stage, they may have been
kooky and spooky but they were our
fabulous Addams Family.
After the performance, Ms Meloni
said “Hugely proud of all the staff
and students who have works
do hard to put on this year’s
production. Well done everybody.”
Mrs Jeffery
Curriculum Leader, Performing Arts
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Pop Art Food
Year 8 art students were recently
set the task of designing 3D models
of food. Students from 8ASC, 8CHE
and 8MEN worked in groups of four
ito create their artwork.
The models were made out of paper
mache and then painted. The
theme was food and the inspiration
was Pop Art.
The models are on display in the art
department.
Ms J Whitfield
Art Teacher

Photography on a Winning Roll
Misbourne photography students
have been celebrating their success
in a photo competition organised
by Harewood Downs Golf Club
in Chalfont St Giles. Two of our
entries had achieved runner up in
the 15-18 and 11-14 categories.
Miri Hammond in Year 13 who won
second place in the 15-18 group,
and Eloise Sutton Year 10 has
won second place in the younger
category.
Both girls won £25 each plus a
dinner at the golf club with their
families. The club also donated four
vouchers for a round of golf which
have been passed on to Friends of
The Misbourne as a prize for their
summer raffle.
Meanwhile, Year 13 student
Genovesa Van Reenen won a
commended place in The Better
Lives national competition - which
had more than 800 entries. This
competition was organised by the
Economic and Social Research
Council and was aimed at
photographers aged 14-18 years.
It gave them an opportunity to
be creative, using photography
to explore the relevance of social
science to society. Competitors

Eloise’s winning picture
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were challenged to take a
photograph to show what ‘better
lives’ means to them. What brings
quality to our lives in this day and
age? Is it better education, health
and wellbeing, relationships, more
money, or a safer, sustainable
environment?
Genovesa’s winning work was
exhibited at the Espacio Gallery in
London between 26 and 30 March.
Ms McHale
Art and Photography Teacher

Miri’s winning picture

Year 3 Tri Golf Festival
Tuesday 2 April 2019

Invitation to
Consultation

You are invited to a consultation on
development plans for the academy,
which will take place Wednesday 24
April 2019 from 3.30pm to 7.30pm
in the main hall.
Over the last few years there has
been an increase in the population
and one of the consequences of
this has been an increasing demand
for secondary school places.
Buckinghamshire County Council
has been increasing the number of
school places to meet this demand.
It has identified that The Misbourne
needs an upgrade of its current
facilities to meet the demand in the
county.

Although the forecast had promised
a couple of light showers, the
morning's heavy rain caused a great
deal of anxiety. However, myself and
the primary school teachers crossed
our fingers and four primary schools
with 240 pupils arrived to take part
in the Tri Golf Festival which allows
younger pupils to have a go at some
golf challenges using plastic golf
clubs.
The weather wasn't perfect but the

Girls’ Rugby

sun tried to come out later in the
afternoon and the Year 3 pupils
did not seem to notice the drizzle.
They had lots of fun trying to score
as many points as possible.
Well done to the leaders from Year
10 - they managed to keep jolly and
motivated although I am sure, like
mine their feet were wet.
Mrs S Lyons
School Sports Coordinator

The proposal is to deliver an extra
form entry at The Misbourne by
2020. The scheme consists of
a new, larger sports hall with a
performance studio and a single
storey classroom block with offices
and ancillary space as well as extra
parking and a separate coach entry
which will enhance safety across the
site for all users.
Further information can be found
here.
Mrs J Finch
School Business Manager

There has been a lot of interest in
girls’ rugby over the last couple of
months. We have had a couple of
coaches in from Chesham Rugby
club to get the girls interested. The
girls seem to enjoy the sessions and
one week we had over 30 girls out
in the rain which is a brilliant start.
The Year 7 and 8 team has a match
just after Easter. We are hoping
to get some more matches next
season.
Please join your local club, we are
lucky and have a number of clubs
in the local area, including; High
Wycombe, Aylesbury, Chesham and
Chinnor.
Miss Flitney
Curriculum Leader, PE
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Year 9 District Netball Tournament

On Wednesday 20 March, the Year 9
netball teams attended the Chiltern
District Netball Tournament, at
Kingsmead Netball Centre.
The girls have had a great season
and it was an opportunity to put
everything they had been working
on over the year in to practice.
The 9B team was a little different
to the usual team, as a couple of
players had injuries. It consisted of
the following Year 9 students:
• Taesha Pandya (c),
• Lucia King,
• Heather Keeble,
• Seren Williams
• Milena Pukalski
and two students who stepped up
from the Year 8 team:
• Georgia Leek
• Georgia Watt
9B worked hard throughout their
group matches. They beat St Mary’s
11-3 which was their best match of
the day.
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The 9A team consisted of :
• Sophie Goodall (c),
• Amie Shepstone,
• Summer Ludlow,
• Xanthe Panayiotou,
• Allanah Doherty,
• Katie Tomlins and
• Betty Doran.
9A knew they had to get a good
start to the tournament. They
played really well throughout the
group stages and went through to
the plate competition. The semifinal was against Dr Challoner’s. We
knew this was going to be a close
game. The girls dug deep and linked
well together on court. They won
this game 6-3 and reached the final
of the plate competition, where
they faced Amersham. At this point,
the team was exhausted, however
they listened to everything they had
been told in training and played the
best game of the day. It was an end
to end game, and they won 3-2.
The girls were ecstatic and so happy.
Well done girls, we are very proud
of you.
A huge thank you to Mrs Goodall
for helping to coach the Year 9 team
this year. She has been fantastic
and huge part of the development
of these teams.
Thanks also to Millie Collett in Year
12 for umpiring for a number of
teams across the district netball
tournaments.
Miss Flitney
Curriculum Leader, PE

Get Running for
The Misbourne
The Misbourne 5K amd 10k Trail Run
will take place at 10am on Saturday
22 June 2019.
Marking its fourth year, the event
will be another fun trail run starting
from the school playing fields and
taking in the beautiful countryside
surrounding The Misbourne. It is
open to runners of all abilities from
beginner to ultra level, aged 11
years upwards.
See our Facebook page ‘The
Misbourne 5K & 10K’ for the course
details and enter via this link https://
register.primoevents.com/ps/event/
TheMisbourne5kand10k2019.
If you can’t do the run but would
like to help with marshalling (it’s
with a fun group and uncomplicated,
but we need 30 volunteers), please
contact Claire Page: claire.page@
me.com.
Misbourne students can enter at
a reduced rate using the code:
STUDENTS19.
The Pitch-In Team

