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As we all settled in to the rhythm of 
the year there has been a huge amount 
to be proud of in such a short space of 
time.  Our busy and thriving community 
has continued to support, engage and 
challenge everyone to bring out the 
best in themselves. From high quality 
lessons, guest speakers and charity 
work, to field trips and competitions, 
there is always something going on to 
support our young people to engage in 
the awe and wonder of learning.  

If you follow any one of our Twitter 
feeds you will see examples of the 
excellent work that goes on both inside 
and outside our classrooms daily and 
this newsletter highlights a selection of 
just some of the extraordinary work that 
has taken place so far this year. 

This term has also seen us switch over 
to a newer, faster broadband system 
that will assist us as we look to develop 
our ICT strategy.  The first part of which 
has also involved setting up new email 

addresses for all staff, with students to 
follow soon after Christmas.  We will 
then be looking to maximise the use 
Office 365 to support creative learning 
in the classroom as well as more 
efficient ways for staff to work together. 
Later in the year we will be launching a 
new look website. In preparation for this 
we have updated the website address 
which you may start to use right away 
http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/

As the first full year as an Academy 
draws to a close, I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank all our staff 
for their hard work and dedication 
to our students.  Their expertise 
and unwavering belief in our young 
people makes me feel very proud to 
be Headteacher.  Thanks also goes 
to our parents’ group Friends of The 
Misbourne, for their continued support 
and fundraising; our governors and 
members for their hard work and 
commitment to the Academy and to the 

very many other volunteers who help us 
do what we do through, their generous 
donations, not only financial but also 
their time and expertise, which go such 
a long way to supporting our young 
people. 

We break up for the holidays on 
Wednesday 19 December with 
students leaving and buses departing at 
12.30pm. School re-opens for students 
on Thursday 3 January 2019 at the usual 
time of 8.40am. 

May I wish you all a happy and restful 
festive break and look forward to seeing 
you in the New Year. 

Jo Meloni
Headteacher

      @MisbourneHead  

      @TheMisbourne 

Miss Loxley and Miss Kinghorn on 15 December (Christmas Jumper Day) with the donations to our Christmas Food Bank Appeal - the weight of 
the donations was 136.9 kilos which will feed 20 people for three days.  Thank you to everyone who contributed.

http://www.themisbourne.co.uk
https://twitter.com/search?q=MisbourneHead&src=typd
https://twitter.com/TheMisbourne
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Introducing Book Publishing to Year 9 Art Students

Keen to extend careers across the 
whole curriculum, we asked Bucks 
Skills Hub to introduce us to a 
book publisher so that our Year 9 
GCSE Art & Design students could 
experience how illustration is used 
in industry.   Bucks Skills Hub put us 
in touch with Make Believe Ideas, a 
children’s book publisher.

Make Believe presented an overview 
of their industry, explained the 
publishing process from editorial 
and design through to production 
and sales, and set a practical 
challenge for students to create 
their own book brief.  Then they 
gave feedback on the students’ 
work. 

The students were given a choice of 
four book briefs to complete:

• Create a cover for a board book 
with an alphabet or counting 
theme

• Come up with a picture book 
story idea and create a cover to 
go with it

• Create a box set design for a 
new idea based on a classic 
game (eg bingo, snakes and 
ladders, memory, snap etc)

• Design a cover for a book with 
quiz activity content and a 
snappy title aimed at tweens

Make Believe returned six weeks 
later – and every single student 
had risen to the challenge.   Our 
art teachers had worked with 
individuals to develop their 
concepts, encouraging students to 

look at adding depth to their work 
by including a message within it. 

As a result, many had explored 
themes in their work, such as having 
the confidence to stand out from a 
crowd or looking at different types 
of friendship.  They had all gone 
beyond the brief and included 
notes on ideas such as the target 
audience, story development, 
character introductions and colour 
palette.  Students came up with 
original typography, incorporated 
a variety of different finishes and 
had researched their readership 
by visiting bookshops or looking at 
younger siblings’ books.

Feedback and evaluation

The resulting book briefs from the 
challenge were so inspired that they 
contributed to students’ GCSE work: 

Luisa Clarke, Enterprise Coordinator 
for Buckinghamshire Skills Hub, 
said; “If there was ever a good 
illustration (forgive the pun) of what 
a ‘meaningful’ employer encounter 
should look like, this was it!  The 
students saw their subject from 
a commercial perspective, and 
heard that their love of art could 
actually be transformed into a 
career to inspire them for the rest 
of their working lives. It was truly 
motivating, and great example of 
how bringing the world of work 
into the curriculum can increase 
students’ motivation.”
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This year’s Year 7 Christmas 
Card Competition winners were 
chosen by Ms Meloni on Friday 7 
December. 

Congratulations to the three first 
place winners: 

• Mateusz Pawlik  (7Men) 
• Jody South 7(STO)  
• Robin Fisher (7CHE) 

Christmas Card Competition
and well done to the two runner-
ups Tianna Kenny (7CHE) and 
Penelope Campbell (7ASC)

Recently, two of our Year 13 
students, Adam Pickard and Miri 
Hammond, were shortlisted for 
the Bucks Art Society 'Young Artists 
Award'.

Their work was exhibited in 
Buckingham over the weekend of 
20 and 21 October.    Adam gained 
second place in the competition 
and was also awarded the Selina Di 
Girolamo Award.

Bucks Young 
Artist Award 

2018

Chesham Photo Competition
Misbourne Art & Photography 
students swept the board at 
Chesham Photographic Club’s 
Competition.   There were prizes 
for Amirah Shohba, George Long, 
Summer Ludlow, Keira Dunsmore, 
Katie Tomlins and Sorenna Cadorna.  
The photographic club were 
extremely impressed our students 
work.  Prizes were presented by the 
Mayor of Chesham and students 
should be extremely proud of their 
awards.
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This year’s Misbourne Young 
Enterprise team are off to a flying 
start.  They came up with a product 
idea within record time and have 
been manufacturing their luxury 
bath trays in the school technology 
room.   They have been braving 
the cold to sell their wares to the 
public, including Great Missenden 
Christmas Festival on Saturday 24 
December, and have sold out at 
every event.   

If you would like to buy a bath tray, 
please contact: 

hhill@themisbourne.co.uk

Thank you to the local businesses 
that sponsored the YE programme 
this year:

• Paul Fullager - Origins
• Paul Tompson - TDN
• Dr Richard Peters - Peters 

Research Ltd
• Graham Eades - Hawkins Eades 

Associates
• Richard Griggs, Lancasters

Misbourne 
Entrepreneurs

A group of Year 10 students studying 
ASDAN were taken to the Bucks 
Skills Show to participate in the 
largest active Careers Fair in the 
area.   All the stands had interactive 
activities so that students could 
have a go at various industry related 
tasks.   Many Misbourne families 
also attended the show on the 
Saturday.   Click here to watch the 
highlights.

Mrs Hill
Careers Lead

If you studied or taught at The 
Misbourne and haven't already done 
so, it would be great if you were 
willing to click here on the Alumni 
so that current students can be 
inspired by our past students.   

It will also give you the chance to 
catch up with old classmates and 
teachers.

You need to make sure that your 
profile states that you studied at 
THE MISBOURNE (select, rather than 
type). This will then show the alumni 
button on the Misbourne page.

We subscribe to a careers package: 
START profile. Start combines the 
most comprehensive source of 
information with a personalised 
student experience.   Misbourne 
students have started to complete 
a personality, interests and skills 
analysis on START.  

The software suggests careers that 
may suit the student’s profile so 
that students  can find out more 
about the roles and the required 
qualifications for the suggested 
careers.    I would encourage you 
to look through this software with 
your child and discuss the ideas that 
it suggests.

Mrs Hill
Careers Lead

Students and parents can access 
advice from a number of sources 
below; if students need help 
accessing specific advice they 
should contact their form tutor in 
the first instance.  

• The National Careers Service 
provides phone / email / text 
careers advice which is funded 
by the government.

• Year 11 and 13 students will be 
offered an appointment with 
an independent Connexions 
Careers Advisor.  We encourage 
all students to have completed 
the START software in advance 
so that the session can be more 
focussed and productive.

• The Misbourne School  provides 
plenty of careers advice and 
guidance and signposts many 
useful resources.  

Careers 
Guidance and 

Advice

We encourage all students and 
parents to attend The Annual 
Misbourne Careers and Higher 
Education Fair which takes place 
in school on the evening of 24 
January 2019.  There will be around 
80 stands covering a variety of 
industries, further education, higher 
education and apprenticeships.   We 
will also be running a number of 
apprenticeship talks providing up to 
date information for school leavers 
and their parents. 

If you / your business would be 
willing to have a stand – please 
contact hhill@themisbourne.co.uk

SAVE THE DATE
24 January

mailto:hhill%40themisbourne.co.uk?subject=
https://wannabebucks.org/bucks-skills-show/ 
https://www.linkedin.com/school/the-misbourne-bucks
https://login.startprofile.com/Login.aspx
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/contact-us/home
http://www.misbourne.bucks.sch.uk/205/careers-education 
mailto:hhill%40themisboune.co.uk?subject=
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The British Standards Institute (BSI) 
invited ten Year 9 students who 
were excelling in the STEM subjects 
to visit the Hemel Hempstead 
laboratories for an inspirational 
workplace visit. The day consisted 
of a tour of the different product 
testing areas and talks from key 
members of the teams there on 
career pathways at BSI.  

BSI equips businesses with the 
necessary solutions to turn 
standards of best practice into 
habits of excellence.   Established 
in 1901, BSI was the world’s first 
National Standards Body and works 
with business experts, government 
bodies, trade associations and 
consumer groups to capture 
best practice and structure the 
knowledge all organizations need to 
succeed.

At BSI’s Hemel Hempstead Centre 
of Excellence Product Testing 
Laboratory, test engineers put 
various products (from electrical, 
construction, environmental and 
medical) through their paces to 
ensure they measure up and are fit 
for purpose.

Year 9 BSI Trip 

Forty students from Year 9 were 
invited to a Passport Day at Bucks 
New Uni where they were given a 
taster into university life.  

Students were taken on a tour of the 
campus, experienced a taster lecture 
and were involved in workshops 
with the student ambassadors.  
Bucks New Uni fund these days so 
that it raises students’ aspirations 
and encourages some of them who 
might not necessarily have done so 
before, to consider university.

Year 9 Goes to 
University

We were proud of all the students 
who participated in the Year 11 
Careers Day on Friday 30 November. 

They were off timetable for the day 
and looked professional in their 
business dress.   The students were 
involved in a carousel of activities to 
help them become prepared for the 
next steps in their careers:

• Mock interviews – each 
student had an interview with 
a volunteer from the business 
community

• Employability skills work shop 
run by trainer Helen Pettifer

• Teambuilding and leaderships 
skills run by the RAF

• Connexions careers guidance 
‘Next Step’ work shop

• Sixth form workshop run by Mr 
Dwight and a number of the 
current Sixth Form

We would like to thank the 40 
volunteers who helped make the 
event a success.

Mrs H Hill 
Careers Lead

Year 11
Careers Day

Forty-seven Year 11 Enterprise and 
Marketing Students were required 
to prepare and deliver a pitch to 
external business representatives 
as part of their GCSE coursework.  
The students had to produce an 
individual pitch to get The Dragons 
to stock a hat design in their stores.    
All our students rose to the daunting 

challenge and faced their fears to 
present a confident pitch to the 
‘Dragons’.  

We would like to thank the business 
volunteers who listened to the 
pitches and gave feedback to the 
students over the two days.

Year 11 Go Before The Dragons

Year 11 students being interviewed by 
volunteers from the business community

https://www.helenpettifer.com/
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On Thursday 6 December, three 
engineers from ALIGN came in to do 
a workshop with our Year 7 students 
related to National Tunnelling Day.  

This workshop showed the students 
how maths was applied in real life 
situations by engineers who were 
working on a tunnelling project.  
There was quite a bit of work for 
the students, but they rose to the 
challenge and gave it their best shot.  
One student from 7 ASC stated “My 
favourite part was the explanation 
behind the maths because it was 
quite hard.  Overall, I loved it.” 

The aim of National Tunnelling day 
is to generate interest in the great 
number of world class tunnelling 
projects being undertaken in the UK 
and to promote the industry (and 
its many professions) to students of 
all ages and the general public. The 
day is an annual event on the first 
Thursday of December, chosen due 
to its proximity to the Feast Day of 
St. Barbara, traditionally seen as the 
Patron Saint of Tunnellers in the UK.

Miss Weber
Assistant CL Mathematics

Tunnelling 
Workshop

On Tuesday 27 November the Royal Corp of Signals delivered a Science 
Careers Day to our Year 9 students who worked their way around four 
activities during their two hour slot.    

Misbourne Year 9 Science Career Day
The activities included themes such 
as code breaking, electronics, team 
work and problem solving.  Students 
thoroughly engaged with the 
activities.

Lance Corporal Gask gave an 
excellent talk at the end of the day 
to all Year 9 students about possible 
careers within the Corps of Signal.   
Mr Ansell our Assistant Curriculum 
Leader for Science said:  "It was 
great to see the students working 
as a team sharing ideas to solve the 
novel problems presented to them."

"Lance Corporal Gask's talk had me 
wanting to join up!”
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On Monday 12 November, three 
Misbourne A level students were 
awarded 'Young Scientist of the 
Year' certificates as part of the 
Buckinghamshire Young Scientist 
Awards. 

• Kelsie W Biology
• Marcus A - Chemistry
• Joshua L - Physics

Organised by Buckinghamshire 
Learning Trust and Science Oxford 

Young Scientists of the Year

and hosted by Bucks New University, 
this was a prestigious event starting 
with champagne and canapés.  
The students were formally 
congratulated as well as hearing 
short talks from Ciaran O’Keefe 
(Humanising Psychology), Shane 
Roadnight (Operating Department 
Practice) and Fran Long (Faraday 
Institution).  

Mrs Harvey
Curriculum Leader Science

Chris Goldson, Director of Creative 
Works and Commercial Marketing, 
ITV, visited The Misbourne Sixth 
Form on Friday 19 October for a talk 
to Sixth Formers made possible by 
the Speakers 4 Schools charity.    

The visit forms part of the school’s 
careers strategy to make possible 
as many employer encounters for 
students with leaders from national 
roles in technology, science, politics, 
the media and more.   Judging by 
the number of students lining up to 
ask one-to-one questions to Chris at 
the end, it was a huge success.  

Visit The The Misbourne Website to 
get the full story.

ITV Director Visits The Misbourne Sixth Form

A huge well done to our Year 12 
media team:

• Molly Facey 

• Daniel Kiss

• Michael Morgan, and 

• Salihah Hussain 

who are finalists in the National Film 
and Television Schools competition 
for their video promoting The 
Misbourne.  

The team has won an exclusive 
workshop experience which will take 
place on 2nd January at the NFTS 
School in Beaconsfield.  

Click here to view their video on 
YouTube.

Miss Rowe 
Media Teacher

Misbourne 
Media Make

the Final

http://http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/57/news/article/304/itv-director-visits-the-misbourne-sixth-form
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZzmQtyyA4o&safe=true
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It has been a busy term for the 
DofE team and the award continues 
to go from strength to strength.  In 
September, more than 50 of our 
current Year 10 students completed 
their Bronze expedition, spending 
the night under the Ivinghoe 
Beacon.  We had eight groups 
walking that weekend with half of 
them completing their weekend 
at Wendover Woods and the 
other half near Tring.   In October, 
these same students had to work 
within their teams to give a brief 
presentation to a full assembly 
hall of peers, staff and parents, 
where they all received a certificate 
recognising their achievements so 
far.  At the time of going to press 
many of these students are close to 
completing their whole award and 
will receive their badges soon after.  
We have already launched the new 
Silver Award with these students 
and are confident of having enough 
numbers to create at least two 
groups this year (the largest Silver 
cohort we have ever had).

We have also launched the Bronze 
Award with our current Year 
9s and have had a tremendous 

response.  We now have more 
students signed up at this level 
than we have ever had before with 
well over 60 students committing 
themselves to the award.  These 
students are in the process of 
setting themselves up to complete 
the three sections, volunteering, 
skills and physical.  Two of these 
sections take a minimum of three 
months to complete and one 
six months, being assessed by 
anyone outside the student’s direct 
family.   In school, we monitor 
progress in these three sections 
through the bi-weekly meetings 

with many students undertaking 
activities in school (but outside of 
the classroom) with teachers as 
assessors.  There is plenty of work 
to be done by all before the next 
round of expeditions.  These start in 
May and run through the summer, 
with the Bronze students walking 
and camping in our local area and 
the Silver groups having to walk and 
camp much further afield.  We wish 
all of our DofE students the best 
of luck as they continue to work 
through their respective Awards.

Mr Tebb and Ms McCarthy
DofE Coordinators

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Update

One of our Bronze DofE groups preparing to leave Town Farm campsite on the last morning of their Qualifying expedition

Breaking camp below the Ivinghoe Beacon, September 2018
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We are delighted to have a cohort of 
students from Year 9 through to Year 
13 taking part in Cyber Discovery; 
HM Government’s landmark cyber 
security training programme, aimed 
at 14-18 year olds in the UK.

Students stake part in the initial 
assessment, CyberStart Assess.  
From there, they can progress 
through the subsequent stages, 
CyberStart Game and CyberStart 
Essentials, after this, selected 
students then participate in a face-
to-face CyberStart Elite Camp.

Participants are introduced to 
vital skills, such as ethical hacking, 

Grok Code Quest is a friendly five-
week competition where thousands 
of students from all over the world 
come together to learn to code.  
Grok Code Quest is aligned to the 
computing national curriculum in 

Great Success in the Grok Code Quest

England and certificates are issued 
in different bands, depending on 
what score the participant achieved 
out of the total number of available 
points for the competition.

penetration testing and digital 
forensics in a safe environment, 
using language and concepts that 
they can identify with.

Cyber Discovery is a key component 
of the UK’s National Cyber Security 
Strategy, providing young people 
with an opportunity to begin the 
journey towards an exciting and 
challenging career.  

We wish all our students every 
success.

Mrs Ali - Curriculum Leader, 
Computer Science and IT

Bah Humbug!
Miss Kirkham’s English classroom 
is festooned with festive cheer, 
including a theme tree based on ‘A  
Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens. 

We are proud to have some very 
impressive results:

• Eliot H - High Distinction: 85-
99%

• Freddie G- High Distinction: 85-
99%

• Joby P-J ¬ High Distinction: 85-
99%

• Lewis L - High Distinction: 85-
99%

• Rayan O - High Distinction: 85-
99%

• Liza B - Distinction: 75-84%
• Henry T-I - Credit: 65-74% 
The following students received a 
certificate of participation:

• Alex M
• Joe C
• Usman A
• Will L
Mrs Ali
Curriculum Leader, Computer 
Science and IT 
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With the focus on staff reading, the 
library team thought it would be apt 
to invite our Headteacher to discuss 
her own bookish habits.  Alfie 
Stafford, one of our longest serving 
student librarians interviewed Ms 
Meloni.

What was your favourite book as 
a child?

Although we had a lot of books in 
our house they were mostly non-
fiction: atlases and these old things 
we used to call encyclopaedias 
that you used to look things up 
in.  The only book my parents ever 
bought me was Little Women by 
Louisa May Alcott, which I enjoyed, 
but I remember saving tokens 
from Weetabix packets to buy an 
adventure series where you got 
to make decisions about what 
happened next in the story... I loved 
that.

What was the last book you 
didn’t finish and why?

As my job entails lots of reading, 
I do read all of the time but some 
books go unfinished.  I tend to read 
for pleasure during the holidays, as 
it helps me to relax and I do love to 

Being Bookish: An Interview

get lost in a good book. I started A 
Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled 
Hosseini, because The Kite Runner 
was so good but didn't quite finish 
it.

What are you reading right now?

I like anything that explores current 
issues, particularly non-fiction. 
However, Jodie Picoult, one of my 
favourite authors of fiction, also 
depicts hard-hitting ideas but they 
are written in an easy-to-read way. 

Ms Meloni nominates Mr Worth 
(Head of Year 9) for our next 
interview.

Throughout December, the student 
librarians have been busy making 
our library festive.   Not only have 
they decorated every inch of the 
shelves and covered our windows 
with glittery snowflakes, they have 
taken great pleasure in revealing the 
daily book recommendations on our 
Misbourne Advent Calendar.  

The calendar features 24 staff 
members who offered us a 
quotation or an explanation of 
why they think we should all pick 
up their book.   If you want to see 
the selection, follow us on twitter 
(@miz_library) or instagram (@
themisbournelibrary).   Miss Perry’s 
choice, A Year of Living Biblically, 
was liked by the author himself, 
A.J. Jacobs, on twitter.

Miss White
Librarian

The Misbourne 
Advent 

Calendar

12 Christmas 
Reads

If you want something festive to 
read over the holiday here is a list of 
12 Christmas reads to snuggle down 
in front of the fire with:

http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/
uploads/asset_file/3_1479_
christmas-reads-2018.pdf

Miss White
Librarian 

http://http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/uploads/asset_file/3_1479_christmas-reads-2018.pdf
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Year 10 Food Preparation and 
Nutrition students developing an 
awareness of the importance of time 
keeping, quality food presentation 
and working hygienically during a 
recent visit to Chartridge Golf Club.  
Students were tasked, while working 
under Head Chef, Rob Finch, to 
prepare, cook and present a two-
course meal at a Rotarian luncheon 
along with food for bar meals 
service.  They did me, Rob and The 
Misbourne very proud that day. Well 
done Year 10 Food Preparation and 
Nutrition.  

Good luck in January Year 9, you 
have a lot to live up to.

Mrs Cato
Curriculum Leader, Technology

 Professional Food Preparation

Talented Technology students from Year 7
This term, students in Year 7 
completed a project which 
introduced them to the basic use 
of tools within the workshop.  They 
made “BlockBots” using hand saws 
and pillar drills, ensuring a quality 
finish to their product before 
decorating them.
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This November marked the 100th 
anniversary since the signing of the 
Armistice between the Allies and 
Germany which ended the First 
World War.  It was a deadly war 
which raged throughout not only 
Europe, but also the entire globe; 
a war that dragged on for four long 
years and caused approximately 40 
million causalities – both military 
and civilian.  

This year we took the time 
throughout assemblies to find out 
about and remember the young, 
brave and resilient people of the 
Great War.  These young people had 
to do extraordinary tasks due to the 
world they lived in.

The Misbourne Remembered

Our Year 7 and 8s were introduced 
to Private Sidney Lewis, a 12-year-
old boy who was a member of the 

East Surrey Regiment.  He had to 
face the horror of the Battle of the 
Somme, which on day one alone 
saw almost 20,000 British soldiers 
killed.  Year 9 and 10 discovered 
Private Victor Silvester, a 14-year-
old who was a member of a firing 
squad.  In his autobiography, he 
expressed the pressures young 
men faced in society: ”. . . no 
excuses were accepted for any 
man of military age who was not 
in uniform.”  Finally, Year 11 and 
our Sixth Formers learned about 
16-year-old James Cornwall.  He 
faced the guns of the Germans 
whilst at sea in the Battle of Jutland 
in 1916.  He remained at his post 
fighting until the bitter end, before 
HMS Chester and her crew perished.  
He was awarded the Victoria Cross 
for his bravery. 

It is important to remember the 
incredible role the young girls played 
throughout this dark period too, 

whether it be nursing wounded 
soldiers on the western front; 
farming the fields back home or 
knitting clothing for the men away to 
help them survive the bitter winters 
in the trenches.  Moreover, the very 
young boys from the British Raj who 
left their families at the ages of 10 or 
11 to help support their families as 
well as the ‘mother nation’ – Britain.

We took the time to reflect, to be 
thankful and to be grateful for the 
freedoms, liberties and choices 
we have today, that these young 
people didn’t have.  We will always 
remember.

The Misbourne also raised £197.24 
for the Royal British Legion Poppy 
Appeal.

Miss Bartington
History Teacher
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History Trip to The Globe Theatre

As part of their GCSE History 
studies, eighty-four Year 11 
historians visited The Globe 
Theatre in London on Thursday 1 
November.  The visit enabled our 
students to gain a deeper insight 
into the workings and function 
of the playhouse in Elizabethan 
society.   Students were fascinated 
by the lecture delivered by one of 
the Globe actors about the design, 
structure and purpose of the 
building developing their knowledge 
of the theatre even further.  A 
particular high point was the bursts 
of character that our guide would 
deliver to students from various 
Shakespeare plays.  The visit 

brought to life everything we have 
been teaching students in lessons 
about the importance of theatre 
within society and how it reflected 
different changes that Elizabethan 
England was experiencing.  Students 
and staff had a fantastic day, despite 
the weather, and learned so much 
about the theatre.

The visit not only supported 
their learning in history, it was a 
cross curricular experience which 
benefitted their English language 
studies too.

Miss Loxley
Curriculum Leader, Humanities

Philosophy 
and Ethics 

Conference

On Friday 29 November, 15 students 
went to London to go to an exciting 
and prestigious, Philosophy and 
Ethics Conference held for Year 13 
students from across the country.  
The conference was held by the 
famous philosopher, Peter Vardy.   
The conference focused specifically 
around revision and depth of 
knowledge which will inevitably help 
students attain better grades.  The 
conference focused on the following 
areas:

• The Ontological Argument

• Religious Language

• Divine Omniscience and Moral 
Responsibility

• Conscience and Sex

Students had the opportunity to 
look at exam structure, debate 
content and plan top level essays. 
They also had the opportunity to 
discuss the course with students 
from all over the country.   Overall, 
the day was a fantastic success and 
led to all students being inspired and 
motivated. 

Miss Perry
Philosophy & Ethics Teacher 
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Five Misbourne students 
completed a World Challenge 
trip to Tanzania in the summer of 
2018.  These  students travelled 
around Tanzania for just over 
three weeks completing a range of 
charitable work, including teaching 
English, renovating parts of a 
school, contributing to the wider 
community and supporting local 
villages and tribes such as, the 
Maasai Tribe. 

During the first week, they helped 
a small local village and went on 
several treks across the county to 
experience the superb views, flora, 
fauna and wildlife.  Whilst on these 
treks, they also learnt about the 
troubles Tanzania faces today.   They 
went to the local school to see the 
standard of education and taught 
English.   In addition, they taught the 
village children traditional English 
games, dances and songs such as; 
'The Hokey Cokey' and 'Duck Duck 
Goose'.  In response, they were 

World Challenge Expedition 2018 - Tanzania 

treated to a traditional African 
dance - which they all took part in.  

In their second week, they travelled 
to the base of Kilimanjaro and 
helped to renovate a school which 
had no bathrooms or running water 
so - all five Misbourne students 
raised funds and purchased enough 
building materials to build a 
bathroom with water for the school 
children.  

They worked solidly for four days to 
build the bathrooms and saw the 
impact the children’s experience 
at school, so it was very rewarding.   
The headteacher of the school 

allowed our students s to run 
a sports day and teach English 
meaning that our students taught 
every day which was also immensely 
rewarding. 

The students spent their final week 
with the Maasai Tribe learning about 
their culture and way of life.  They 
were lucky enough to be the only 
Western civilization in over 20 years 
to be allowed to attend a secret and 
traditional Maasai coming of age 
ceremony.  As you can imagine, this 
was an experience like no other and 
an absolute honour.  

The final few days in Tanzania was 
spent on rest and relaxation.   The 
students went on safari and spent a 
few days on a beach snorkelling. 

Miss Perry
Deputy Head of Sixth Form and  
World Challenge Lead
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We have been taking a new 
approach to homework in MFL; our 
Year 7 groups were asked to create 
their own board games to help them 
with revision.  

We had some fantastic creations and 
the students really did work hard on 
them.  We then dedicated a whole 
lesson to playing the games with 
them; they moved around the room 
and tried out each other's revision 
creations.

Miss Blomfield
MFL Teacher

Learning 
Through Play

Inspirational 
Language 
Leaders

The Misbourne Language Leaders 
have been delivering outstanding 
lessons to pupils at local primary 
schools.   

Language Teacher, Miss Blomfield 
said “It was a real pleasure to watch 
such inspirational linguists from The 
Misbourne teaching lessons with 
engaging content and ideas.   

Bien hecho chicos!”

On Friday 14 December, Misbourne 
GCSE Language students were 
fortunate to attend a brilliant day at 
Oxford Brookes University. 

The students completed activities 
including a marketing workshop 
in French and German as well as a 
lecture on different cultures.

Ms Krieger
Curriculum Leader, MFL

MFL Students Visit Oxford 
Brookes University
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Rotary Shoe Box Scheme

They were asked to fill a shoebox 
with items that a young person in 
less fortunate areas around Europe 
would like to receive for Christmas.

We had a fantastic response from 
both year groups being donated.  
One student went out of their way 
and even wrote a letter in Romanian 
and knitted a blanket too! 

George Rivas, from Great Missenden 
Rotary Club came into an assembly 
for the students who donated a 
shoebox.  He said: “Well done and 
thank you to our Year 7 and Year 8 
students, we hope these small gifts 
will put a smile on their faces when 
they receive them.” 

This term both Year 7 and Year 8 students contributed to the annual 
nationwide Rotary Shoebox Appeal this year. 

In October, Year 12 travelled to 
Trekco in East Grinstead for a three 
day outward bound and team 
building residential.  The challenging 
activities fostered great team work 
and camaraderie from a year group 
that overall has made a fantastic 
start to their Sixth Form studies. 

Mr Dwight
Head of Sixth Form

Year 12 Trekco 

Too Cool for Yule - Christmas Jumper Day
Misbourne students and staff raised £1119.87 for the Save The Children Christmas Jumper Appeal.  Some of our Year 
7 students are pictured below in their festive jumpers.
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Latest Purchases 
As a result of the FOTM team’s 
successful fundraising over the 
past year they have been able to 
purchase the following equipment 
to enhance the education of all 
Misbourne students:

• An External sound module for 
Performing Arts

• A Tumble Dryer – For food 
technology

• Goals and carry bags for the 
girls’ football team 

• Eight visualisers for Humanities 

Thank you to everyone who has 
supported and donated to FOTM.

Christmas Festival  
FOTM had attended the Great 
Missenden Christmas Festival which 
was a successful event.  The festival 
focused at primary age group 
children and families.   As a result, 
FOTM’s chocolate tombola was very 
popular.  

This year was the first time FOTM 
had produced a calendar featuring 
the artwork of talented Misbourne 
students.  FOTM received very 
positive feedback about the design 
and quality of the calendars and it 
has been a successful fundraising 
exercise.

Christmas Raffle
The Christmas Raffle has raised 
almost £1400 to enhance the 
learning of students at The 
Misbourne.

Future Events 
The team is planning some exciting 
new events for the coming year.  If 
you are able to get involved and 
help in any way please contact Mrs 
Hillier: chillier@themisbourne.co.uk 
and she will forward your details to 
the team.

More than 30 students and 
14 members of staff attended 
The Misbourne STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Maths) Club, on Monday 17 
December.  The activities were led 
by Mr Khalid and Miss Miligan and 
included a dry ice explosion.

If you want to see the students’ 
reaction to the experiments, you 
can follow them on twitter 

       @TheMisbourne 

Science brought 
alive!

The Misbourne U16 Mixed 
Gymnastic Team are reining 
Regional Champions for the third 
year in a row after competing in the 
Milano Trio Gymnastics Regional 
Competition held at St Mary’s 
School, on Friday 14 December.   We 
wish them good luck in the National 

Finals.

Meanwhile, the U13 Girls 
team performed their group 
routine brilliantly.  They were 
choreographed by Year 11 students, 
Elysha D and Gemma C, and finished 
in a very credible 6th place,

Well done. 

Reining 
Champions

chillier@themisbourne.co.uk
https://twitter.com/search?q=Themisbourne&src=typd
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In May this year I participated in 
selections for the GB Freestyle 
Kayaking Team 2018, coming 
second in the junior girl’s category.  
The selection events are used 
to select the team to represent 
Great Britain in either the 
European Championships or World 
Championships.

After previously entering the 2017 
selection event and making the 
Freestyle Kayak Training Squad, I 
was determined to make the 2018 
team to compete in the European 
Canoe Association (ECA) Freestyle 
European Championships in 
Bratislava, Slovenia being held in 
August. Having achieved second 
place during selection, this secured 
me a place on the 2018 GB team.

Freestyle Kayaking is a branch of 
kayaking where you do as many 
tricks as possible in 45 seconds 
while staying in the selected water 
feature, this ‘ride’ is scored by a 
panel of judges who determine 
which tricks you have completed to 
the trick specification.

My family and I arrived in Bratislava 
on 8 August, seven days before the 
competition, giving me extra time to 
practice in the water feature before 
official training.  This extra time was 
extremely beneficial as every water 
feature has different attributes 
and the competition feature was 
particularly challenging due to 
its shallow nature and difficult 

manoeuvrability.  The European 
Championships opening ceremony 
was held on the evening of the 15 of 
August after three days of intensive 
team training, it was extremely 
exciting as I was able to wear my 
British Canoeing Freestyle Team 
uniform.   The preliminary round for 
the K1 junior female category began 
on the following afternoon.

My heat started at 3:30pm and I 
was super nervous, especially when 
the head judge put his thumb up 
to indicate it was my turn.    As this 

was my first European competition, 
I decided to just enjoy the paddling, 
along with the atmosphere and 
do my best.  I was able to get a 
combined score over two rides of 
216 points, placing me 5th overall.  
This meant I had secured a place in 
the finals on 19 August, which was 
super exciting.  The scoring in the 
finals was a little different, I had 
three runs of 45 seconds and only 
my best run would count.  All went 
well and I got a score of 126, which 
put me in 5th place in the finals. This 
is a huge achievement for me and I 
really enjoyed all the paddling, the 
competition and being part of the 
GB team.

My next goal is to work hard to 
prepare for the GB team selection 
event in March where I hope to 
secure a place in the 2019 team.   
My aim is to compete in the 
International Canoe Federation 
(ICF) Canoe Freestyle World 
Championships in Sort, Spain, in July 
2019 against competitors from all 
over the world.

Abi Goddard, Year 12

Freestyle Kayaking European Championships 2018



Page 19

We have had a very popular girls’ 
football club running throughout 
this term.   More than 40 girls have 
attended each training session.  
It is brilliant to see so many 
students improving their skills and 
knowledge.  However, it does make 
it hard for me to select the teams.

U13 girls have played a number of 
nine aside games.  Their first game 
was against St Mary’s, for a number 
of the girls this was their first fixture 
for the school.  They worked well 
and won 1-0.

Their next game was at the 
Amersham School.  We took a Year 7 
team (in red) who won 4-0. We also 
took a year 8 team (in blue shirts) 
who lost 1-5. 

Misbourne Girls’ Football Report

Their final game this term was 
an indoor tournament held at Dr 
Challoner’s school. There were 
six teams in the tournament. The 
A team came 3rd and the B team 
came 6th. 

The most improved player of the 
U13 team is Georgia Leek – well 
done Georgia.

U15 were in the county cup first 
round where they were drawn in a 
pool and have completed all games.

Game Result
Dr Challoner’s Lost 0-10

Chalfonts Lost 1-8
Wycombe High 

School
Lost 10=-6

Great Marlow Drew 2-2

The most improved U15 player was 
Damaris Donnelly.  Well done.

Football training will resume after 
February half term.

Miss Flitney
Curriculum Leader, PE
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We Wish You A Misbourne Merry Christmas
There was standing room only when 
Performing Arts students from Years 
7 to 13 put on a fabulous Christmas 
Concert on 17 December.  

The students performed pieces of 
music and drama in a wide range of 
different styles from different eras.

Headteacher, Ms Meloni said “I just 
wanted to say a huge well done and 

thank you to everyone involved in 
putting on last night’s Christmas 
Concert.   The room was full, the 
audience were in fine voice and the 
students very much did us proud.”

The next Misbourne Production, 
will  be The Addams Family 
-   see the poster below for further 
information. 


