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As this term comes to a close, 
along with 2020,  I think it’s fairly 
safe to say that we are all looking 
forward to some R&R like never 
before.  It goes without saying that 
we wish you and your families all 
the very best the Christmas season 
has to offer, within the limitations 
caused by this life-changing virus. 

Part of our role as Trustees of The 
Misbourne is to support the academy 
and work with the teachers to ensure 
that they are offering the best possible 
education to our children, whilst 
currently managing the considerable 
challenges brought about by the social 
distancing requirements necessary 
to curb the spread of COVID-19.  
With that in mind, we have already 
been looking ahead to January 2021 
and how that might look following 
the relaxation of the rules over the 
Christmas period.  So, without wishing 
to sound like the Grinch, I urge you all to 

Message from 
The Misbourne 

Chair of Trustees

support the magnificent efforts of our 
whole school community to date by 
following the guidelines and returning 
to school in the New Year with masks 
and hand sanitiser at the ready! 

We would also like to unreservedly 
thank our families for the support 
that you have all shown since we 
reopened in September, both in 
terms of working with the academy 
to follow the guidelines, but also 
for the many emails and telephone 
calls expressing your gratitude.  
These really do make a difference 
to the teachers and support staff.     

On behalf of The Misbourne 
Trustee Board, may I wish you 
a very merry Christmas and a 
happy, safe and peaceful New Year.  

Kate Goodwin
Chair of Trustees

Welcome to our celebratory issue 
of Misbourne News.  After all the 
ups and downs of the past term, we 
wanted to end on a high, with an 
issue packed full of Christmas cheer.  

Despite the many challenges of 
the past few months, I have been 
constantly impressed by the positivity 
and resilience of our students.  The 
way they have adapted to the changes 
in our circumstances over the past 
few months has been nothing short of 
inspiring.  From participating in online 
open evenings and giving speeches via 
video link, to logging in to online lessons 
and creating our first virtual Christmas 
Concert, they have risen to challenges 
with enthusiasm and dedication. 

In addition, I have been moved by the 
generosity of the wider Misbourne 
community this term.  From the kind 
donations to our One Can Trust appeal 
to the record-breaking amount raised 

Headteacher’s Welcome

through the Friends of the Misbourne’s 
Christmas Raffle, the support and 
good wishes of our parent body has 
been tremendous and has meant 
a great deal to me and all the staff.

I wish you all a restful and 
relaxing Christmas and look 
forward to seeing what more 
#TeamMisbourne can achieve in 2021.

Jo Meloni
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Farewell to the staff leaving us this term

We are very sorry to be saying goodbye to a number of staff at the end of this term.  They have all made a valuable 
contribution to the life of the academy and their students and will be greatly missed.  

Dr S Jakoby - good luck to you and your family with your move to Scotland

Miss C Kreiger - Bon voyage!  Enjoy the delights of Singapore

Ms J Davis - have a very happy retirement

Mr S Khalid - all the best in your new role

Mrs A Pugh - good luck with all your future endeavors

Congratulations
Congratulations to Miss R Willmott, who can now call herself Dr R. Willmott, following the completion of her PhD in 
early December.  Dr Willmott has spent seven years researching “the use of recombinant nucleocapsids as diagnostic 
antigens in human coronavirus cases.” 

Dr Willmott paid tribute to The Misbourne in the acknowledgement page within her thesis, saying, “I would like to say 
a huge thank you to all the wonderful students at The Misbourne who have given me the great honour of being their 
teacher over the past two and a half years. My form in particular deserves a mention, a group of incredibly special 
teenagers who believe in me as much as I believe in them and have given me the confidence to submit. My students 
confirm that my transition from scientist to science teacher was absolutely the right one.”

Welcome to the staff joining us next term
We are delighted to introduce the new staff members who will be joining us in January.  We look forward to giving 
them a warm Misbourne welcome and know they will make a wonderful addition to our team.  

Mrs A Meyer 

CL MFL 

Miss K Miller

ACL Maths 

Mr J Treanor

CL Science 
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Christmas is Coming...
The Misbourne’s first inter-school 
competition of the academic 
year drew strong interest, with 
students in Years 7 and 8 vying for 
the chance to create the winning 
design for the academy’s official 
Christmas card.  Not only was there 
an opportunity for the winner 
to see their design in print but, 
perhaps more importantly, the 
chance to win bonus achievement 
points for their small school.

The art department was delighted 
with the quality of the entries.  Ms 
Meloni judged the designs and, 
unable to choose between them, 
chose two as the official winners.   

Congratulations to Holly in Year 
7 (Attenborough) and Amelia 
in Year 8 (Franklin), who each 
secured 15 points for their small 
schools.  Commendations also 
went to Daisy, Edith, Emma and 
Harry in Year 8 and William, 
Megan, Iris and Annabel in Year 7. 

Amelia’s winning entry

Holly’s winning design

Amelia’s winning design

Ms Meloni reviewing the entries 
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Ms Meloni reviewing the entries 

The rivalry between our small schools 
is hotting up, with a number of inter-
school competitions in recent weeks 
creating a friendly sense of fun.  
From 5-a-side football to a rhetoric 
competition and our whole-school 
Christmas quiz, the race to claim 
the title of small school champion 
2020-21 is firmly underway... 

Congratulations to all the 
participants and winners so far.

Turn the page for a round-up from the Heads of Schools about  their experiences this term and their 
hopes for the coming year.

The triumphant Holmes team

Rhetoric may have been coined by 
the ancient Greek, Aristotle, but it still 
surrounds us today!  Year 7 have had 
the chance this term to persuade an 
audience on a range of topics.  As part 
of the module exploring persuasive 
writing, every student in Year 7 had 
to write and deliver a three-minute 
persuasive speech. The general 
consensus amongst the English 
teachers was that overall the speeches 
were highly informative and effective; 
our students had clearly learnt about 
those key techniques that are so 

vital in influencing others’ opinions. 

This was not only a valuable lesson 
in how words can manipulate but 
also students were competing for 
their small school.  The top two from 
each class then went on to the Grand 
Finale where they not only had to 
impress their peers but the harsh 
panel of English teachers! We heard 
passionate and informative speeches 
on a range of topics from homework 
to animal rights to why grumpy 
people should be sent to Room 101.  

It was delightful to see just how 
articulate and passionate young people 
can be.  All finalists showed confidence, 
poise and presence in delivering 
their content and they should be 
very proud of their performances.

After much deliberation, the 
panel decided that the overall 
winner was  Reece (Franklin).  

2nd: Theo (Attenborough)

3rd Natalie (Turing)

4th Milo  (Holmes) 

“Speech is power: 

Fostering a                                                                                                                              
 friendly rivalry...

speech is to persuade, 
to convert, to compel.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Mrs Kalyan reports on the Year 7 
Rhetoric competition

The Year 7 Rhetoric competitors

Fancy footwork helped the Holmes team to victory
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From all of us here at Team Franklin, 
we would like to wish everyone 
a well-deserved break over the 
holiday period. To round up the 
term, I would like to share a few 
success stories from this year so far.

Firstly I have been really impressed by 
the attitude of our Franklin students 
who have bought into our school ethos 
and demonstrate our values on a daily 
basis. This can be seen by the amount 
of Achievement Points gained by 
Franklin students across all curriculum 
areas this term – I am sure you have 
seen our friendly rivalry on Twitter! 
We are very proud that Team Franklin 
is currently top of the table and has the 
most students who gained over 120 
Achievement Points so far this year.

Our Year 7 and 8 students have been 
doing some brilliant work in English 
and form time with the Accelerated 
Reading Programme and we are 
delighted that the first two Word 
Millionaires in the school are from 
Year 7 NA Franklin – well done!

As you may be aware, Team Franklin’s 
chosen charity for this year is 
Tiggywinkles, which is the world’s 
leading wildlife hospital. We look 
forward to supporting Tiggywinkles 
over the coming year and hopefully 
meeting some of the wildlife , if possible!

We would like to wish our Year 11 
form groups good luck for their Pre 
-Public Exams (PPEs) which begin 
when we come back in January. 

Finally I would like to share a few 
quotes from Franklin students, which 
I think perfectly round up this term:  Franklin

Attenborough

“I have really enjoyed making 
new friends and feeling a part 
of the Misbourne community.”

“I was anxious about coming 
back to school but have really 
enjoyed being back in lessons 
and seeing my friends again.”

“I really enjoyed being 
part of the inter-school 
competition.  Even though we 
didn’t win, I really enjoyed 
beating the other Franklin 
team in a penalty shoot-out!”

by Miss Rowe, Head of School

by Mr Casserley, Head of School
Miss Perry and I would like to wish 
all students in Attenborough school 
a very pleasant and restful holiday.  

Students of Attenborough School 
have continued to show excellent 
conduct in following our Covid-19 
procedures. Our students have also 
continued to show resilience, moral 
purpose and dedication in their 
studies and all aspects of school life.  

Firstly, we have been impressed with 
how well our Year 7 students have 
settled into the school. This first term has 
seen them gain an incredible amount 
of Achievement Points, significantly 
boosting Attenborough’s tally. 

We were delighted to have a 
second-place finalist from Year 7 
in the Rhetoric competition, which 
again demonstrated students 

take pride in their achievements 
and their academic ability.  

Secondly, we would like to celebrate 
form 8EC who have achieved 3rd 
place in accelerated reading across 
The Misbourne, demonstrating 
diligence in their reading.  

Year 9 has done well settling into 
their first term of GCSE content 
and have coped very well with 
the jump up from KS3. Students 
are really enjoying their lessons 
and are getting fantastic academic 
results within their subject areas.

We are also proud to see how our Year 
10 and 11 students are continuing 
to focus on their studies, building 
on their knowledge and working 
towards their GCSEs. Year 11s are 
preparing for their first set of PPEs 
and we wish them the best of luck. 

We are proud to say that Attenborough 
has one of the highest attendance 
rates across all four schools, with 
96%+ this term, which is a fantastic. 
Not only this, but we have managed 
to gain an outstanding 8,983 
achievement points since September! 

As you may by now be aware, we have 
also chosen the Thames Valley Air 
Ambulance as our charity to support 
for the year – keep an eye out for 
the upcoming charitable events.

We would like to wish all 
Attenborough families the very best 
in celebrating this festive period. 
Please do so safely. We look forward 
to welcoming you back in 2021. 
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It has been a fantastic term for Turing 
students across the school and the 
Turing team could not be more proud 
of them.  They have shown themselves 
to be respectful, hardworking and 
resilient - all qualities that perfectly 
reflect our namesake, Alan Turing. 
I have been reminded regularly of 
how important school is for our 
students when I see the hard work 
that many students are putting into 
their studies now they are back with 
their teachers in the classroom! 

There are many Turing students 
who deserve congratulations this 
term.  Firstly  to 7KS who have settled 
in perfectly. Your excitement and 
readiness to learn has impressed 
not only myself and Miss Balchin 
(Deputy Head of School) but your 
teachers throughout the school.

Well done also to our Year 9 and 10 
students (in 9LC, 10AB, 10GC) who 
have responded so positively to remote 
learning, with excellent attendance 
at Teams lessons when self-isolating. 
Also special congratulations to 9LC  
who were runners up in the Year 9 
inter-school football competition last 
week. We look forward to further 
success in competitions this year 
and will be working hard to win 
the next inter-school competition.

Our Year 7 and 8 students are making 
great progress in their reading with 
higher numbers than ever taking 
their accelerated reader quizzes. 
Well done to 7KS, 8SK and 8KT. 

Finally, good luck to our Year 11s 
(11TC) who start their pre-public 
examinations straight after Christmas.

During this term, Miss Balchin,  Mr 

Worth and I have been working 
on our smaller school’s Mission 
Statement and I have the privilege 
of sharing with you our goal;

‘To develop a community of 
young people who support one 
another, contribute to the local 
and wider community and are 
unashamedly ambitious in working 
to achieve their full potential.’

We cannot wait to work together 
to build a community which we are 
all proud to belong to! I want to 
leave you all with a quote from Alan 
Turing that I share at the beginning 
of our assemblies each week, which 
reflects the belief we have in our 
young people in Turing school;

‘Sometimes it is the people no one 
imagines anything of who do the 
things that no one can imagine.’

Turing

Holmes
I have been immensely proud of the 
way the students in Holmes School 
have adapted to the extraordinary 
start we have had to this academic 
year. They have demonstrated a 
number of the values we hold dear, 
including resilience, tolerance and 
demonstrating a positive attitude 
in such difficult circumstances.

Not only have they had to adapt to all 
that Covid-19 has thrown at them, they 
have also had to embrace a new system 
of working in their school lives relating 
to the new Smaller Schools system that 
we have implemented this academic 
year. And embrace it they have!

Different competitions and events 
have been taking place across the 
school and Holmes School tasted 
success in the very first one; the Year 
9 Inter-School Football Competition! 
9PP were victorious in the Final, 

beating Turing School 2-0. Well 
done to all the players involved. 
The English department held their 
annual Year 7 Rhetoric Competition 
this week and it was great to see 
Holmes School involvement with 
a top 4 finish for Mylo from 7BW!

This term also saw Holmes School 
pair up with the charity Mind, a very 
worthy cause and an organisation 
we look forward to supporting as 
much as we can over the coming year.

There was a bit of excitement to be 
had this term when our namesake, 
Dame Kelly Holmes herself retweeted 
one of our Tweets! Hopefully, one day 
we may get to meet her in person! 

I would like to end this piece with one 
of the quotes we have from Dame 
Kelly; “What we think we become.” 
With a continued positive approach to 

their school lives and beyond, students 
in Holmes School will achieve great 
success in the future, I am sure of it.

I hope you have a great Christmas 
break and I look forward to supporting 
Holmes School students in the new year.

by Miss Hill, Head of School

by Mrs Owen, Head of School



Page 8

Covid-19 restrictions prevented us 
from hosting our usual Open Evening 
for prospective Year 7 parents in 
September.  Instead, for the first time 
ever, we had to create an online Open 
Event.  

Directed by Mr Tebb, our new Year 
7 students rose to the challenge to 
create a fantastic ‘Day in the Life of a 
Misbourne Student’ video.  

Martha and James also did a 
wonderful job of writing and 
delivering speeches about their first 
weeks at The Misbourne, which you 
can read here.  

It was wonderful to receive so many 
positive comments after the event.  
One benefit of the virtual event, of 
course, is that the videos are still 
online so any families that missed the 
evening and would like to see what 
The Misbourne has to offer are still 
able to do so.

Open Evening moves online

https://youtu.be/eZglRkADmQw
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Hello, I’m James and this is my 
first year at The Misbourne. 

Like you, I spent a lot of time last 
year looking around schools to 
see which one I liked the most 
and I knew straightaway The 
Misbourne was the school for me. 

When I first started here a few weeks 
ago, I was nervous but also very 
excited about having a fresh start.

Despite my initial nerves, I have 
soon settled in and can find my 
way round without the map – well 
almost!! It’s fine if you do get lost 
though as there is always someone 
about to help show you the way.

Although the start of term 
has been a little different this 
year, I’ve still had an amazing 

introduction to The Misbourne.

All the teachers are so kind and caring 
and make all the lessons enjoyable.

I am really enjoying the 
music lessons – they are fun, 
practical and interactive and 
the teacher is really nice!

Also in P.E. the teachers work 
with you to make sure you 
always achieve your best.

I’m also loving the café, especially 
the slushies – which apparently 
count as one of your ‘5 a day’!

Something I’m really looking 
forward to is taking part in some 
of the extra-curricular clubs.  
There is a massive choice of clubs 
and after-school activities for 
everyone and I’m 100 % sure you’ll 

find at least one thing new to do 
which you can do with friends 
and make lots of new ones too!

Whatever your interests, I think 
you will really enjoy it here as 
there is so much more to discover 
at The Misbourne.  Everyone will 
help you to strive to be the best 
you can be – there are many 
routes to being successful and 
The Misbourne will help support 
you to be the best you can be.

I’m so excited for my future here 
and already know from just my 
first few weeks here that The 
Misbourne will support me and 
help me to develop into a confident 
person in the future who has been 
able to achieve my very best.

Hello. I’m Megan, a year 
7 here at The Misbourne.
At first, it’s a little strange coming 
into a school and being the youngest 
instead of the oldest, but there’s 
no need to worry. The teachers 
here are really kind and helpful.

Just a year ago I was in the position 
you’re in now, looking at a new 
school. I had so many thoughts 
clouding my mind - Would I get lost? 
How would I make new friends? 
What would the lessons be like?

When I first came here, I was so 

anxious! We had a timetable and 
a map given to us on our first day 
so we wouldn’t get lost. I only 
came along with 3 other friends, 
1 of which is in my form, which 
meant I didn’t know any other 
students in my year. Now, after 
being here for a few weeks, I’ve 
made lots of new friends! We now 
meet in the Cafe or playground 
during break times and chat.

I like the lessons, which are 
more interesting than primary 
school! Tech has to be one of my 
favourites as it’s new to me and 

it is definitely fun making things.

We couldn’t have an induction day 
in person this year, but I talked to my 
form tutor and the others in my form 
on video and watched a tour of the 
school, much like you’re doing now.

Already it feels like I’ve been here 
for a while - the days fly by! I really 
enjoy it here and I feel like part of 
The Misbourne community already!

I hope I continue to fly high 
like the swans on our logo!

Misbourne Life: 
A view from Year 7
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Giving prospective Sixth Formers 
the opportunity to ask questions is 
what makes our Sixth Form Open 
Evening so valuable.  Hearing from 
Sixth Formers about their experiences 
and understanding what The 
Misbourne can offer individuals is 
critical in helping Year 11s choose 
the next step that’s right for them.

Our challenge: how to re-create that 
sense of immediacy and individuality 
with an online Open Evening?  
The solution: a live broadcast.

So, on the evening of 26 November, 
we streamed our first live Open 
Event, combining presentations from 
Ms Meloni and Mr Dwight, Head 
of Sixth Form, with a question and 
answer session with a panel of Sixth 
Formers.  If they found it a daunting 
prospect, our panel of senior students 
certainly did not show it, rising to 
the occasion with customary calm. 

Well done and thank you to Lily, 
Niamh, Frazer and Ted.  Ted also 
produced a short film to highlight what 
a Day in the Life of a Sixth Former 
looks like (see next page), which was 
one of the highlights of the evening. 

We  were also excited to use the 
evening to announce the launch of a 
brand new Sixth Form accreditation 
scheme  - the LEAP Award.  This 
scheme, which will be open to all 
Sixth Formers from September 
2021, is a means for our students 
to demonstrate to prospective 

universities and employers  all the 
many other extra--curricular activities 
they have participated in, beyond 
their studies, during Sixth Form.  In 
an increasingly competitive world, we 
hope this new accreditation will give 
our Sixth Formers an edge over their 
peers when taking their next steps.

Making some noise 
about 
Sixth Form

While our Curriculum Leaders were 
unable to speak to prospective Sixth 
Formers about the subjects on offer, 
all our staff rose to the challenge of 
creating subject videos to highlight 
what their courses cover.  These can 
all be found on our website at www.
themisbourne.co.uk/559/sixth-form-
application-process-2021.  You will 

also find our online application 
form.  A reminder that the first round 
deadline for applications is 29 January 
2021.  Should you have any questions 
before applying, please contact Mr 
Dwight, Head of Sixth Form, via the 
online form on the same web page. 

Subject streaming

http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/559/sixth-form-application-process-2021
http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/559/sixth-form-application-process-2021
http://www.themisbourne.co.uk/559/sixth-form-application-process-2021
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ir0FvGDHCk6u9f1Tl4tASHsvZGQVOGNGvBDXAEy7l3JUNDBTWUdVSVBXRkY5QTVDTjlVTUZKSzdUMS4u
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“Sixth Form can feel very distant 
in Year 11; the thought of actually 
being a sixth former even more so. 

In reality, whilst it will feel like a 
lot has changed, a day in Sixth 
Form is actually quite similar to a 
day in year 11 – just much better. 

Firstly, our days begin at the exact same 
time as yours.  We have form groups 
that consist of both year 12s and 13s, 
which creates a nice dynamic between 
the two years.  Because of this, form 
feels much different as a Sixth Former. 
Especially if you get involved in a 
regular student leadership meeting 
or the Paired Reading programme 
supporting younger students. 

After this, our days are structured 
very familiarly; five periods with two 
breaks. The big change, however, 
is how you fill those five hours.  

Most students have between thirteen 
and fifteen lessons a week, depending 
on their subjects, which is the same 
as you’d have in three days! These 
lessons are broken down into your 
three subject choices, which are 
usually four or five lessons each 
per week. Most students have an 
average of three lessons in a day. 

In my experience, Sixth Form lessons 
at The Misbourne are unlike any I ever 
had in Year 11.   My classes range in 
size from four to six other students - 
total.  This not only means that you 
are able to have personalised, one-
on-one support from each of your 
teachers, but that you can get to know 
each one of you other classmates, 
even those you have never spoken 
to. In doing so, you will form great 
relationships that will exist both 
inside and out of the classroom. 

The other hours in your day will be 
filled with study periods, possibly the 
most exciting part of Sixth Form life. 
You will have between ten and twelve 
of these a week to fill with independent 
work, and it’s this independence that’s 
the major shift in sixth form. I, for 
example, have twelve study periods 
a week, which I can fill however 
I please. An efficient student will 
make the most of this time because 
the average sixth form work load is 
much greater than anything at GCSE. 

For every hour of lesson time, you 
are expected to put in another hour 
of independent work and revision, 
including homework. For some 
coursework subjects, this may be even 

higher. The majority of your study 
periods will take place in the sixth 
form study room, a space designed to 
accommodate the entire Sixth Form.  
Whether you need to make use of the 
Sixth Form laptops or desktops, work 
amongst a group at one of the larger 
tables, or work quietly in a booth, there 
is a place for everyone.  This creates a 
strong, friendly environment for you 
to work in, and is likely where you will 
spend most of your time - not because 
you have to, but because you’ll want to. 

Despite this, one of the best flexibilities 
offered to sixth formers is the ability 
to work from home.  In Years 12 and 
13, you are trusted to continue your 
study at home in your own time. This 
is available to those sixth former 
whose lessons finish before 12:30. 
This independence will also drastically 
change your break and lunch times.  

Here, you are given the option to eat in 
the café, the study room, or even leave 
the grounds and eat at one of the 
many options available down Great 
Missenden high street, such as Costa, 
The Stamp or the Co-Op. Unless you 
have gone home early, your day will 
end just like everyone else’s at 3:10.”
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Learning for Life

This term in Year 7 in our Learning 
for Life lessons, we have been 
looking at topics such as diversity in 
our communities and how to work 
together; health and wellbeing; healthy 
eating; and friendships. These topics 
are useful as they help you to learn 
and thrive in life. A lesson I particularly 
enjoyed was when we learnt about 
friendships as I am very grateful for 
my friends and am very close to them.

Frank, Year 7

In Learning for Life in Year 8, we’ve 
covered many topics that help us in all 
situations, making sure we know what 
is not only expected from us but how 
we should think of others. I think our 
British Values and life values helped a 
great deal to understand how other 
people think and is a useful guide for 
when we begin work one day! One of 
the most interesting topics was looking 
at legal rights, for example to know 
that you are criminally responsible at 
the age of 10. I believe all the topics we 
have looked at are incredibly helpful 
to make sure we can be the best we 
can be and make good life choices. 

Belinay, Year 8

Students in Year 11 have followed a 
careers module in Learning for life 
lessons, where they have focused on 
making plans for next year.  This has 
included helping them to create CVs 
and start their application processes 
for the route they would like to 
pursue after Year 11.

They have also received a number of 
specialist presentations, including a 
presentation on apprenticeships and 
from both Oxford Brookes University 
and Buckinghamshire New University. 
In addition, all students received 

a session on successful interview 
techniques - something they will put 
into practise in their practical mock 
interviews, which are scheduled for 
the Spring Term.  

All of our Year 11 students will also 
benefit from a one-to-one guidance 
meeting with a Careers Advisor from 
Adviza to help them identify their 
next steps.  Many students have 
already received this guidance, with 
some students scheduled to have 
these meetings in January.  
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A wake-up call

The talk we received from Mikey, who 
worked for A21, was eye-opening and 
grasped all of our attention.  This is 
because he was talking about modern 
day slavery, which is something we 
were already learning about at the 
time.  How it can affect anyone, 
especially the vulnerable. I think it was 
eye opening because none of us really 
realised how easily someone can get 

tricked into slavery and how it doesn’t 
just happen in low income countries, it 
happens in places like England as well.  
He told us a story about how he was at 
the tube in London and a man walked 
up to him with a broken phone and 
asked him if he could help him fix it.  As 
Mikey was helping him, the man told 
him that he had just escaped being 
held as a slave and had nowhere else 

In early October, Year 9 PY students were privileged to receive a 
talk from Mikey from A21, an organisation that campaigns to 
abolish slavery and human trafficking.  Here, Harriet, one of our 
Year 9 students, describes how she responded to the presentation.

to go.  Mikey called some people and 
got the man the help he needed.  After 
hearing his stories and all he had to say 
about modern day slavery, we all felt 
like it seemed more real now and that 
if we ever encountered someone who 
was in a situation like that and needed 
help, we would know who to contact 
to get them the help they deserved. 

This term’s appeal at The Misbourne 
in support of OneCanTrust drew an 
unprecedented level of support.   
The whole Misbourne community 
– students, families and staff – 
came together to donate to this 
valuable local charity, which helps to 
support families with food packages. 
Students were motivated by a 
video that The Misbourne made in 
conjunction with OneCanTrust to 

explain the charity’s work.  The video 
is now available on the charity’s 
Facebook page to help promote its 
work to other interested parties.

Jo Belshaw from OneCanTrust, 
photographed here with Misbourne 
staff member, Ms Perry, was 
overwhelmed by the amount of goods 
that were donated and sent her sincere 
thanks to everyone at The Misbourne.

Thank you #TeamMisbourne
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A Question of  
Sport

While sports competitions against 
other schools may be off the menu 
at the moment, our PE department 
has continued to put our students 
through their paces, involving 
them in a wide array of sports 
since September.  Here, three 
students report on what they 
have been up to in PE this term. 

Year 9
In PE this term, we have covered 
lots of different topics like Types 
of Movement, Classification of 
muscles, Antagonistic muscle pairs 
and more. We have also started a 
new topic on the Cardiovascular 
and Respiratory System, which 
includes things like components of 
blood, the heart and lung volume. 

Outside on the field, we have played 
football and had fitness coaching, such 
as interval training and fartlek training 
which is ‘speed play’ in Swedish.

Alex

Year 7
Year 7 PE is really fun. There is a 
variety of different sports for us to try. 
At the beginning of the term we first 
played games like Capture the Flag 
and Fox and Hounds to help us bond 
and get to know one another, which 
was great fun.  Then we had to do 
some fitness tests, to test our stamina.  
Finally we all had to do the dreaded 
2k run around the field.  In the end 
I found it easier than I had expected 
and I am looking forward to doing 
it again to try and get a better time.

After a few weeks, we were put into 
different PE groups. Since then we 
have been doing netball and fitness. 
In fitness we have had to do the 

bleep test on the tennis courts, fartlek 
training (when we had to walk, jog 
and run around the pitch and then 
we got to choose what activities to 
do instead of jogging and running) 
and we have had to do some interval 
training, which I found a bit harder.

I am missing doing the clubs and practises 
but hope they will start soon so that we 
get to play some matches against other 
schools.  And maybe, one day, we will 
get to use the changing rooms properly. 

Year 13 

During CTECH PE this term we, as 
a class, have completed a range of 
activities, including ones within and 
outside of school hours. We have 
managed to carry on filming for one of 
our units, which we started the course 
work for over the lockdown.  We have 
also been studying for the exam that we 
have in January, as well as completing 
additional coursework for the course.

Outside the classroom, our whole 
class took part in a video for the sixth 
form open day, which consisted of us 
acting out a game show and giving 
key information about the course for 
potential new sixth formers. Danica

Making the CTECH Sport video
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The Student Leadership Committee at 
The Misbourne has appointed a team 
of enthusiastic and passionate senior 
students who are eager to implement 
changes that will help benefit all 
aspects of our school community. 
After careful consideration of what we 
believe can be improved upon at The 
Misbourne, we have begun developing 
our own leadership skills through 
tackling challenges and embarking 
on different projects and strategies to 
better our school. We work effectively 
as a team alongside Mr McGregor 
and Mrs Reeves, incorporating our 
own input and suggestions in order 
to effect real change and make our 
school the best it can possibly be.  

As student leaders, we are the voice 
of the school. The Head and Deputy 
Heads of each smaller school represent 
the interests and aspirations of those 
students and strive to enrich the school 
community for years to come. The 

new addition of our smaller schools; 
Attenborough, Franklin, Holmes and 
Turing, has provided us with the 
opportunity for greater collaboration 
across year groups. Members of years 
7-13 can work with and support each 
other throughout their time at The 
Misbourne. Given the challenging 
nature of the current climate, we have 
had to adapt our plans and initiatives 
to ensure the health and safety of the 
students. However, we have already 
begun undertaking some of the work 
and responsibilities discussed in our 
weekly meetings. Ted (Year 13) is 
starting to pursue his idea for a new 
technology initiative within school. 
Charis (Year 13) is helping to form 
support groups within each year’s 
bubble to encourage students to 
discuss any issues, concerns or queries 
they may be facing. This will provide 
them with a support network and an 
outlet during school time that can 

be piloted at first due to Covid-19. 

In addition to this, we have also set up 
reading quiz support for Year 7 and 8 
students who complete accelerated 
reader quizzes on their class iPad once 
they have finished their reading books.   

We are also undertaking a lot of work 
to integrate and emphasise the values 
of local charities within school such 
as Eco Schools and Bucks Mind. We 
strongly believe in the importance of 
promoting mental health awareness, 
discussing ideas such as a Befriendlier 
scheme to try and reduce loneliness 
as well as encouraging litter 
picking, planting trees and pushing 
forth a new recycling initiative.  

Finally, an exciting event that took 
place this month is the Year 9 inter-
school 5-a-side football tournament. 
Year 13 students, Alex, Niamh, Archie 
and Matt helped to organise, supervise 
and judge the event to crown our 
Autumn term champions. Members 
of the Journalism Club also had the 
opportunity to report on the event, 
including video footage interviewing 
the players. For me, being part of 
teams such as Journalism Club and a 
member of the Student Leadership 
Committee is an extremely rewarding 
experience. To know that your work, 
whether it’s volunteering, mentoring 
or leading others is improving life at 
The Misbourne gives you a sense of 
fulfilment and definitely results in 
personal development and growth too. 

Mia, Year 13

Taking a lead 

Journalism club members interviewing the victorious Holmes 5-a-side football team

“It has been stressful as there was a lot of work from all three subjects, but being able to get through a lot in all of the 
courses has also made it rewarding.” Robert

“Due to Covid-19 this term was unlike any other however I slowly learnt how to overcome obstacles and enjoyed my 
subjects a lot more than I expected.” Kavin

“This term was difficult in setting up each of our activities as we had to take into account all the health and safety 
precautions due to COVID-19, but we managed to sort everything out and it ended it up being very rewarding.” Joe

“This term has helped to develop and improve my understanding of different skills to organise and time-manage different 
responsibilities, especially during this Covid-19 pandemic where we have had to change and tailor different parts of our 
course (which was stressful in some ways).  However I gained a lot of experience from it.” Carla

View of the term from our Senior Students
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Sharing their passion for their subjects 
is one of the joys of teaching.  So 
it is fun to see how well teachers 
respond to having the tables turned! 

On 7 December, some Sixth 
Form Music students ran a music 
workshop for staff to introduce them 
to the joys of ensemble playing.  

Music makers

On 16 December, The Misbourne 
streamed its first virtual Christmas 
Concert via its YouTube channel.  

Co-ordinated by our Year 13 
Music students as part of their 
coursework, they recorded the 
participants separately and edited 
the videos together to create a 
lively,  festive concert.  They hope 
that  it helps to spread some much-
needed joy at this time of year.   

Thank you to everyone who gave their 
time and talent to perform in the concert .

If you have not yet seen our Virtual 
Christmas Concert, you can watch it 
via the link on our website home page.  

It has been a busy term for The Misbourne music department.  Here, Carla, a Year 13 Music student, reflects on the 
highlights of the term. 

We had a very positive response 
from teachers who were keen to 
take part.  They included Ms Meloni, 
Mrs Barrett, Miss Perry, Mr Tebb, 
Mrs Ranahan, Mrs Jeffrey, Miss 
Brown, Mr Reece and Mr Lyons. 

By the end of the session, they were 
able to perform very credible versions 

Just before half term, our Sixth 
Form music students performed in 
a ‘Music Showcase’, performing a 
number of songs individually as well 
as in ensembles. Not only did this 
form part of their coursework, it 
also provided a prime opportunity 
to give their first performance as 
a band -  ‘Britain’s Duck Crisis’.

of Someone Like You by Adele and Jar 
of Hearts by Christina Perri.  The music 
students were so impressed with the 
teachers’ efforts that they included 
a video of their performance in the 
Christmas Concert, so you can judge the 
success of the workshop for yourselves. 

Music Showcase
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Throughout this term, our Sixth 
Form students have been supported 
in their UCAS and apprenticeship 
applications and already the 
offers have started to roll in!

Jo Perrin and Leigh Anderson delivered 
an interactive LinkedIn workshop, 
where Year 13 students set up their 
profiles, joined The Misbourne 
Alumni and started to network with 
prospective employers and universities.

On the subject of alumni, we were 
privileged to receive careers talks 
from some of our former students 
this term.  Fiona Rumbsy from 
BarnettWaddingham and Stephen 
Cox from Winckworth Sherwood 
dialled in via TEAMS to provide an 
informative presentation on careers 
in Financial Services and Law.  It 
was inspirational to see what past 
students have gone on to achieve!

Our students were also updated 
by the Bucks Skills Hub on the 
local employment landscape in 
Buckinghamshire and pointed in 
the direction of some very exciting 
opportunities via the Bucks Skills Show 
Online 2020.  If you have not already 
seen it, do take the time to watch it at 

https://youtu.be/BWHsHGAz510   

Careers update

  

Although this term has 
presented a challenge with 
getting guest speakers in, we 
have managed to provide 
some really useful sessions 
for our students.  Careers 
guidance and education is 
even more important in these 
difficult times as we need to 
prepare our students so that 
they can succeed once they 
leave The Misbourne.  Mrs Hill, 
our Careers Lead, provides 
a taster for what has been 
going on across the school.

BarnettWaddingham and Winckworth Sherwood dial in to give a careers talk

Mr Dwight, Head of Sixth Form, advises on UCAS 
applications

Across the academy, there have been 
lots of careers encounters.  Bucks 
Skills Hub provided virtual meetings 
with employers for all the subject 
areas in Year 9.  These recordings 
can be viewed from home if the 
students did not get a chance to watch 
them all in lessons: skillshow2020 

Music invited past student, Mark 
Alcock, Japanese Taiko drum teacher 
and performer, to work with Year 12 
students over TEAMS.  Meanwhile, 
English invited Jo Perrin to speak to 
Year 7 remotely about her career, 
which encompassed writing and 
delivering speeches.  This provided 
students with a great background for 
their Rhetoric studies preparation 
for the inter-school competition! 

If any student would  like extra careers 
support, Adviza - our external careers 
advisers - are running extra guidance 
sessions.  Their contact details can 

If you attended The Misbourne as a student we would love you 
to join our alumni group on LinkedIn.  Not only does this help 
you to keep in contact with over 1,000 past students, it inspires 
the next generation to see what students in ‘their seats’ 
have gone on to achieve.  The Misbourne: People : LinkedIn

be found  on our website at https://
www.themisbourne.co.uk/1230/
c a r e e r s - g u i d a n c e - a n d - a d v i c e  

    

https://youtu.be/BWHsHGAz510    
https://file-eu.clickdimensions.com/bbfukcom-aj1z4/files/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/the-misbourne-bucks/people/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/1230/careers-guidance-and-advice   
https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/1230/careers-guidance-and-advice   
https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/1230/careers-guidance-and-advice   
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Fire  
Suddenly, the inferno evolved 
into a vortex of decimation. 
Beginning as a singular flame 
from a dropped match, carelessly 
discarded into a withered shrub. 
The torrent of fire engulfed 
the entire island, snagging 
innocent animals as they tried 
to elude the maze of heat.
Swiftly he paddled his kayak 
to investigate the destructive 
blaze. He was astonished. 
Amazingly he must have been 
a few hundred yards away, but 
the flaring embers still passed 
over his head. They seemed to 
be more aggressive closer to 
the crimson island, like bullets 
piercing into the jet-black night 
sky. But as they got further 
away from the island of flames, 
they seemed to be gracefully 
dancing in the void of darkness.  

By Tom, Year 10

Creative 
writing After studying the Maya Angelou 

poem, Still I Rise, Year 9 students 
were tasked with writing their 
own piece of poetry.  Below is 
one resulting example by Naomi.

Year 10 students are all currently 
becoming writers in their creative 
writing unit. Here is a lovely example 
by Tom of work where our foci included 
vocabulary, sentence structure 
and creating an evocative mood. 

Mrs Kalyan, Curriculum 
Leader for English, reflects 
on some of the outstanding 
work that has been produced 
during this term.

Have you ever felt like you are alone?

Like there is no one in your contacts to call on your phone?  

Feeling stranded by yourself, scared to talk,

Because you feel if you say something, you will be fought. 

I am a privileged white girl

I have freedom of speech, 

But I’ll stand for those people who don’t have that life like me,

And I’ll help them stand on their feet

And I’ll help them speak for freedom.

There are, sadly, some people that will judge you,

Hate you, fear you, avoid you, are rude to you,

Just because of the things that have been said about you.

But there are so many people in this world,

That will love you, accept you, cherish you, be kind to you,

That will help you speak for freedom.

 
Yes, it is hard because of things said,

But trust me, it will be better

When you find the right people,

Gosh, you’re in luck,

Because those people will treat you with love,

And help you speak for freedom.    

By Naomi, Year 9
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Christmas came early for all our Year 
7 students when, on 2 December, 
they each received a brand new 
reading book of their choice.

The gift was a result of the Friends of 
The Misbourne’s generous support, 
which provided the funds to buy the 
books via the BookBuzz scheme. 

In a virtual assembly, streamed to all 
Year 7 forms, Ms Meloni and our literacy 
co-ordinator, Mrs Weller, presented 
the books to delighted Year 7 students.

Speaking about what receiving her 
book meant to her, Rebecca in Year 7 
said, “ Receiving a BookBuzz book was 
exciting as I recently finished most of 
my books on my bookshelf. A book 
can take you places all around the 
world that you  would never be able 
to go to, which is why I love reading. 
You can imagine being a friend of that 
character and experience their journey 
without even being there. That is why 
reading is so great.  Thank you, Book 
Buzz, and Friends of The Misbourne, 
for giving me a free book that has 
taken me on another journey!”

Mrs Weller added, “We would like to 
express our gratitude to the Friends 
of The Misbourne for supporting this 
scheme.  We are very proud of our 
record of promoting literacy at The 
Misbourne and showing our students 
the fun and enjoyment they can gain 
from reading is vitally important.”

Buzzing about books

We smashed it!!
Together we raised over 

in this year’s Christmas Raffle.  A huge 
thank you to everyone who made 
this possible through the generous 
donation of prizes and purchase 
of tickets.      It’s a fantastic total, 
made even more impressive by the 

difficult fundraising environment this 
year.  All the monies raised will go 
towards supporting our children’s 
education.    Thank you from Friends 
of The Misbourne for all your support!
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Scavenging around
The long-anticipated Sixth Form 
Scavenger Hunt finally took place 
on 9 December.  Each of our eight 
Sixth Form tutor groups created four 
teams, which then had to follow one 
of four different, designated routes 
through the countryside around Great 
Missenden.  Their challenge was to a) 
not get lost (some failed) and to try 
and photograph as many items from a 
checklist of 100. Heavy overnight rain 
in the days and night leading up to the 
event, turned many of the footpaths 
into muddy “ice rinks”, slowing down 

even the most athletic of groups; 
nevertheless, our intrepid Sixth Form 
students ventured out of the school 
gates en masse.  Several made friends 
with dogs that they encountered 
(Number 9 on the list), some managed 
to photograph the railway line 
(Number 32) and some even found 
a field of horses (65) and horned 
sheep (87). Sadly snails (No 18) and 
squirrels (No 82) kept a very low profile 
and so were not caught on camera.   

At the end of the hunt, the groups 

had to upload evidence onto their 
respective Microsoft Team’s pages, 
which were closely scrutinised by a 
team of eminent judges (well,  Mr Tebb). 

Well done to all those who took part 
and thanks to the staff who helped 
marshall and steward during the 
event. However, despite the efforts 
of the many, there could only be one 
overall winner. With well over half of 
the items successfully “scavenged” 
6SE/T were declared the winners in 
the Sixth Form achievement ceremony.
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After a very busy term, I would 
like to share some links to some 
health and wellbeing support that 
is available in Buckinghamshire.  

The following link will take you to 
the Bucks Health and Wellbeing 
page where you can find a range 
of information to support your 
child and family if needed. There is 
information on staying active and 
healthy eating and positive mental 
health amongst many other things:

www.healthandwellbeingbucks.org/
home 

In school, we are continuing to 
support students with their health and 
wellbeing throughout our different 
curriculum areas and also through 
Learning for Life lessons each week.

A key area for students that has been 
highlighted this term is concerns 
around staying safe online. This is 
something that we cover through 
assemblies and Learning for Life 
lessons but it is also something that we 
think is vital to be discussed at home 
as well. Over the holiday period many 
of our students will spend an increased 
amount of time on devices such as 
phones, computers/consoles and 
tablets and it is essential that students 
are protecting themselves at all times.

Below is a link for families from 
the NSPCC that shares important 
information on how to keep your 
children safe online. Please could 
you take the time to read through 
some of the key issues and speak 
with your child on how to ensure that 

they are safe online, not just over 
the holiday period but at all times.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-
c h i l d r e n - s a f e / o n l i n e - s a f e t y / 

There is also a wealth of wellbeing 
information, with links to helpful 
organisations, on our website, here.

As always, if you have any concerns 
or would like additional support, 
please feel free to contact your child’s 
school base, where the appropriate 
support will be put in place.

Have a lovely holiday!

Mr T Griffiths

Assistant Head - Pastoral and 
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Age restrictions for social media platforms - from the NSPCC website

http://www.healthandwellbeingbucks.org/home  
http://www.healthandwellbeingbucks.org/home  
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  
https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/1195/wellbeing
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The views and opinions expressed in The Misbourne News are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
official policy or position of The Misbourne.  The publisher (The Misbourne), authors and contributors reserve their 
rights with regards to copyright of their work.

No part of this magazine may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical 
including photocopying, recording or by any information storage and retrieval system without written permission 
from the school Headteacher.

The Trustees take seriously their responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.  More information 
regarding The Misbourne safeguarding can be found on our website. 

Forthcoming Events - Spring Term 2021

All dates correct at the time of going to press.  For the latest information, view The Misbourne website calendar 
here.

Date Event
Monday 4 January INSET DAY for all year groups apart from Year 11
Monday 4 - Friday 8 January Year 11 PPE (mock) exams on site
Tuesday 5 - Friday 8 January Remote learning for Years 7, 8, 9, 10 & 12
Tuesday 5 - Friday 8 January Onsite lessons for Year 13 and provision for 

vulnerable and critical worker students
Monday 11 January All students return to school
Monday 11 - Friday 15 January Year 11 PPE (mock) exams on site
Thursday 14 January Year 13 Parents’ Consultation Evening
Monday 25 January Whole school INSET Day
Monday 1 - Friday 5 February Year 13 PPE (mock) exams
Thursday 4 February Year 11 Parents’ Consultation Evening
Monday 8 - Friday 12 February Year 13 PPE (mock) exams
Monday 15 - Friday 19 February Half term break
Monday 22 February All students return to school
Thursday 4 March Year 8 Parents’ Consultation Evening
Wednesday 10 March Whole school INSET Day
Thursday 11 March Careers Fair
Friday 12 March Enrichment Day
Thursday 18 March Year 9 Making the Grade Evening
Wednesday 31 March Year 8 Guided Choices Evening
Thursday 1 April Last day of term - break up for Easter
Monday 19 April All students return to school for Summer term

We Wish everyone in #teammisbourne   

a very happy Christmas  

and look forWard to seeing you all in the 
neW year!

https://www.themisbourne.co.uk/527/full-calendar

