
MFL Steps to progress. U1-Grade 9 
Do you know where you currently are? 
Do you know what you have to do to get there? 

 

 Listening Speaking Reading Writing  

U1 I can understand familiar 
words and phrases, spoken 
clearly and repeated if 
necessary. 

I can say single words and short 
phrases with support. I can 
model correct pronunciation and 
intonation 

I can understand familiar 
words and phrases and I can 
read them aloud.  

 I can complete short phrases 
or sentences. I can label items 
with the correct masculine and 
feminine article. 

U2 I can understand a range of 
familiar phrases and opinions, 
spoken clearly. 

I can answer simple questions 
and give basic information and 
opinions, using familiar 
vocabulary. I can understand 
sound patterns.  

I can understand  a range of 
familiar written phrases and 
opinions 

I can write a few short 
sentences with support, giving 
basic information and using 
the present tense of frequently 
used verbs. 

U3 I can understand the main 
points and opinions from short 
passages in the present tense 
that are spoken clearly. I can 
transcribe familiar words. 

I can ask and answer simple 
questions. Exchange simple 
opinions and take part in short 
conversations in the present 
tense.  

I can understand main points 
and opinions in short texts 
using familiar language. I can 
translate short passages into 
English in the present tense. 

I can write several short 
sentences with support to give 
information and express 
simple opinions. Translate 
familiar words and short 
phrases into the target 
language. 

Grade 
1 

I can understand main points, 
opinions and some details in 
short passages, in the present 
tense. I can listen to future 
tense verbs and can transcribe 
short phrases. 

I can take part in simple 
conversations, referring to the 
present or the future, exchange 
opinions and give simple 
reasons. I can speak with 
spontaneity  

I can understand main points, 
opinions, overall message and 
some detail in short written 
texts, referring to the present 
or future. I can use a bilingual 
dictionary or glossary to look 
up unfamiliar words. I can 
translate simple sentences 
containing familiar vocabulary 
and grammar. 

I can use familiar vocabulary 
and make short sentences 
using the present tense and 
opinion phrases. I can 
understand parts of the future 
tense.  

Grade 
2 

I can understand short 
passages, which include 
opinions with basic reasons, 
details and reference the 
present and future tenses.  

I can take part in short 
conversations on a range of 
topics by expressing opinions 
and giving reasons. I can refer to 
the future, as well as the 
present.  

I can understand a range of 
short and longer texts, which 
include opinions and refer to 
the future as well as the 
present. I can work out 
meaning in songs and poems. 
I can translate longer 
sentences into English.  

I can express opinions and 
justify them.  I can also include 
the future tense with the 
present tense and use time 
expressions.  

Grade 
3 

I can understand short and 
longer passages, which 
include opinions with reasons, 
a range of basic grammatical 
structures and reference to the 
present and the future/ or past. 
I can transcribe sentences. 

I can take part in longer 
conversations, expressing and 
justifying opinions with detail and 
I can refer to the present and the 
future with some reference to the 
past. I can ask questions.  

I can understand a range of 
short and longer texts which 
include opinions and refer to 
the present, and the future/ or 
past I can short authentic texts 
such as leaflets/ adverts. I can 
translate into English short 
passages containing a variety 
of tenses.  

I can use the present and 
future tense confidently. I 
express opinions well and 
justify using qualifiers. I can 
also start referencing the past. 
I try to use idioms to make my 
language sound interesting. I 
talk about others. 

Grade 
4 

I can understand the overall 
message and key points in a 
range of passages with at 
least three different tenses, 
justified opinions and some 
less familiar, as well as 
familiar, vocabulary 

I can develop conversations and 
tell stories in 3 time frames. I 
have very accurate 
pronunciation. I am able to ask 
questions and respond to them.  

I can understand the overall 
message and key points of a 
range of texts, in three 
different tenses with opinions. 
I can work out the meaning of 
short and longer authentic 
texts such as letters/ emails. I 
can translate with increasing 
accuracy, into English, short 
passages that contain 3 
tenses.  

I can make longer paragraphs 
using 3 time frames using a 
variety of vocabulary and 
grammatical structures. I can 
give opinions and always 
justify them. I use idioms with 
more confidence to make my 
language sound interesting. I 
talk about others and narrate 
events. 

Grade 
5 

I can detail in longer passages 
(including some authentic 
sources, adapted or abridged) 
which include a range of at 
least three different tenses,  
well-justified opinions and 
some less familiar, 

I can develop conversations 
coherently and confidently on a 
variety of topics. I can narrate 
events and respond to/ ask a 
variety of questions. I use 3 time 
phrases confidently to talk about 
others and myself but can use 
the imperfect tense to talk about 
past habits.  

I can understand detail in 
longer texts, including extracts 
from novels, which include a 
range of at least three different 
tenses, opinions and some 
unfamiliar, as well as familiar, 
language. I can translate into 
English, accurately with 
occasional errors, short 
passages on a range of topics.  

I can write longer coherent 
texts on a variety of topics, 
containing descriptions, 
narrations, opinions and 
justification, referring to the 
past, present and future. I also 
use the imperfect tense to talk 
about past habits.  I can link 
sentences and paragraphs, 
and structure ideas my ideas. I 
use idioms freely. I can 
translate short texts into the 
target language. 
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Grade 
6 

I can understand the overall 
meaning of longer passages 
and pick up on additional 
detail. This can include a 
range of  authentic sources 
such as songs and videos  
which include a range of at 
least three different tenses. 

I can initiate and develop 
discussions on a wide variety of 
topics, I can show spontaneity 
by asking unsolicited questions, 
responding to unexpected 
questions and picking up on 
others’ points of view. I narrate 
stories about myself and others 
and use idioms. I can make 
some reference to the 
subjunctive. 

I can deduce meaning in 
longer texts, including extracts 
from literary texts such as 
novels and plays, which 
include a combination of 
different tenses, I can 
understand longer authentic 
texts and I can translate longer 
passages into English. 

I can write extended texts on a 
variety of topic areas, 
containing detailed 
descriptions, narrations and 
well-justified personal 
opinions, referring to the past, 
present, future and imperfect. I 
can translate longer passages 
in the target language. I can 
make some reference to the 
subjunctive.  

Grade 
7  

I can recognise information in 
longer passages including 
authentic sources, such as 
videos or songs covering a 
range of contemporary and 
cultural themes. I can 
understand extracts from 
different types of spoken 
language, using a combination 
of complex tenses such as the 
pluperfect, the conditional and 
some subjunctive phrases.  

I can initiate, develop, sustain 
and expand longer 
conversations and discussions 
independently. I can use 
language creatively with 
idiomatic language to exchange 
and justify a range of thoughts 
and opinions. I can use the 
appropriate register and 
understand the differences 
between formal and informal. 
My pronunciation and intonation 
would be understood by a native 
speaker  with occasional 
clarification or repetition. 

I can respond to key 
information, themes and ideas 
and scan for meaning in 
authentic texts. I can 
draw inferences from a range 
of longer texts, including 
extracts from literary texts 
such as novels and plays.  
I can translate longer 
passages containing a range 
of complex grammatical 
structures such as the 
pluperfect, conditional and 
less common vocabulary. 

I can write long paragraphs of 
3 tenses and use a complex 
range of structures such as 
the conditional and pluperfect. 
I can use some subjunctive 
examples to express wishes 
and desires. I can translate 
into the target language a 
passage containing a range of 
less common vocabulary and 
less common structures.  

Grade 
8  

I can extract and evaluate 
information in longer passages 
including authentic sources, 
such as videos or songs 
covering a range of 
contemporary and cultural 
themes. I can understand 
extracts from different types of 
spoken language, using a 
combination of complex 
tenses such as the pluperfect, 
the conditional and 
subjunctive. 

I can initiate, develop, sustain 
and expand longer 
conversations and have 
discussions independently.  I 
can change my language 
creatively exchange and justify a 
range of thoughts and opinions.  
I consistently use the 
appropriate register and 
understand the differences 
between formal/informal.   My 
pronunciation and intonation 
would be understood by a native 
speaker.  

I can draw inferences from a 
range of longer texts, including 
extracts from literary texts 
such as autobiographies, 
letters that contain a 
combination of complex 
tenses such as the conditional, 
pluperfect and subjunctive. I 
can  translate long passages  
containing a range of complex 
grammatical structures  into 
English with few errors. 

I can write long passages and 
use a sophisticated range of 
vocabulary including idiomatic 
and grammatical structures. I 
can change my language to 
produce long sequences of 
mainly fluent writing with some 
extended, well-linked 
sentences. I can make 
confident reference to complex 
tenses and use the 
subjunctive freely with 
irregulars.  

Grade 
9  

I can draw conclusions on 
information from longer 
passages including authentic 
sources, such as videos or 
songs covering a range of 
contemporary and cultural 
themes. I can understand 
extracts from different types of 
spoken language, using a 
combination of complex 
tenses such as the pluperfect, 
the conditional and subjunctive 
phrases. I can identify a range 
of unfamiliar vocabulary when 
spoken clearly.  

I can consistently initiate, 
develop, sustain and expand 
long conversations and 
discussions independently.  I 
can use language creatively to 
exchange and fully justify a wide 
range of thoughts and opinions. I 
consistently use the appropriate 
register of formal and informal. I 
can use a very wide range of 
uncommon vocabulary and 
complex grammatical structures 
such as the pluperfect, 
conditional and subjunctive. I 
express idiomatic language. I 
can interact naturally, with 
minimal hesitation. My 
pronunciation and intonation 
would be understood by a native 
speaker. 

I can recognise implicit 
meaning in a wide range of 
longer texts, including extracts 
from literature written in a less 
common style.  I can respond 
to key information, themes and 
ideas and scan for meaning in 
a wide range of authentic texts 
such novels, newspaper 
articles, factual information 
containing multiple tenses, 
complex grammatical tenses 
and structures.  I can 
accurately translate  long 
passages containing a wide 
range of complex grammatical 
structures  into English.  

I can use a wide variety of 
tenses including the 
conditional, pluperfect and 
subjunctive and complex 
grammatical structures in 
fluent accurate and confident 
language. I can write coherent, 
fluent, extended texts, 
manipulating language and 
using a wide variety of tenses. 
I can translate into the target 
language, a passage 
containing a wide range of 
less common vocabulary and 
complex structures, 


