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The English Curriculum



• Our curriculum is intended to develop world-class students through the power of 
knowledge that can too often be hidden from view and in doing so help to make the 
implicit, explicit. 

• We want students to understand that behind every text ever written there is writer 
intent so that our students develop a critical eye and do not blindly accept things.  

• As a result of learning in our curriculum area, students will be creative, articulate, 
imaginative learners who are confident and secure in their opinions and thoughts.  We 
want our students to be adaptable, flexible communicators in spoken and written word 
and be unafraid to challenge complex ideas and material.  

• We want students to have access to a wide range of texts from the Literary Canon, 
where they can explore universal themes/ideas that transcend the boundaries of time 
such as: gender, class divide, power, and inequality. 
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At Key Stage 3, we introduce students to key analytical skills needed in order 
to explore texts in depth and with perception. A wide range of texts are 
studied in order to give students access to allow them to see, understand 
and explore the underpinning ideas/themes and intentions of writers from 
across literary history and a range of cultures.  We have a range of 
opportunities to develop our students as both critical, creative and 
rhetorical writers so that they can construct meaningful arguments, 
supporting their ideas with confidence and conviction both in written and 
spoken word.

Students are taught in their form groups in Years 7 and 8. 
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At the start of each unit, students will receive a “Learning Journey” that informs 
students of the knowledge and skills they will learn over the course of the study.  
Below are two examples for the first two units studied in Year 7: 

English Learning Journeys



In Years 7-9, students have a dedicated reading lesson to not only encourage 
independent quiet reading but also support their literacy skills.  

Students in Years 7-8, participate in the Accelerated Reader programme, and 
have access to online quizzes to test their comprehension of their chosen 
independent reading book. 

Our school library is an excellent resource to support students with their 
reading. At The Misbourne we value reading widely and often; students are 
encouraged to read books across a variety of genres as well as fiction and 
non-fiction. We have a library we are proud of with a range of interesting 
books for every learner and all abilities. 

Developing A Passion for Reading


